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ZIONISM: IDEOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

Lionel DADIANI, Cand. Sc. (Law) 

The ideology of Zionism, which is based on the unscien- 
tific idea of the "exclusiveness of the Jewish nation", is 
shot through with supercilious disdain for all other na- 
tions. This makes racism and Zionism two sides of the same 
coin. Ever since Zionism became the official ideology of 
Israel’s ruling circles, the country has been used as a tes- 
ting ground for a policy of chauvinism and racial and 
community discrimination. 

The first victims of that policy were the Arabs of 
Israel. A few years ago, the Zionist extremists in fact 
practised genocide against the Arabs. From the spring of 
1948 to November 1958, 161 villages were wiped off the face 
of the earth, while their inhabitants were either expelled 
(something like one million Arabs fled the country in that 
period,, or killed.^ Subsequently, the Tel Aviv authorities 
began to pursue a policy of slightly veiled apartheid. 

In accordance with the Zionists' racist conception of 
"a land without a people for the people without a land", 
Israel’s ruling circles have seen the Palestine Arabs as 
undesirable aliens in crying contradiction with history 
and justice. 

T " 

See, H.Cattan, Palestine, the Arabs and Israel . London, 

1969, P.40. 
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One-time Israeli Prime Minister Golds Meir, replying 
to a question from a Sunday Times correspondent in June 
1969, concerning the condition of the Palestinians in 
Israel y expressed surprise and said that no Palestinians 
had ever existed. The "Socialist” I.Galili declared: "We 
do not consider the Arabs of this country as an ethnical 
category, a group that possesses national distinctiveness 
in f this country’". 2 

Israel’s Ministry for the Affairs of Minorities was 
wound up after a few years as being superfluous.^ It was 
superseded by a Department for Arab Affairs without any 
Arabs on its staff, and with only a few of its officials 

4 

speaking Arabic.* The Rabbinate and the Israeli authorities 
seek to keep their "race pure" by forbidding any mixed 
marriages; in Israel, marriages between Jews and Arabs are 
virtually impossible. 

Based on the dogma of racial exclusiveness, Zionism 
has urged the Jews of all the countries of the world to 
return to Palestine (now Israel) and advocated the expul- 
sion of all non-Jews from the "promised land". Israel’s 
ruling circles have used every means to induce a massive 
emigration of the Arabs living both In Israel itself and 
in the occupied territories. Their main instruments have 
been terrorism, reprisals and discrimination on racial and 
national lines. But they have also used other methods. 

Tbus * Zu Haderech . the newspaper of the Communist Party of 
Israel, reported that in early 1971, a special agency was 
set up in Tel Aviv to recruit young Palestinian Arabs aged 
*2 

Information Bulletin. Communist Party of Israel f No. 6 

1969, P.6. 

^ See Administration in Iarafti an h Abroad, i960 r 

Jerusalem, 1969, pp.8-9. 

^See Time , January 5, 1970, p.25. 
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from 18 to 35 years to work as unskilled labourers in 
Latin America and Western Europe. The agency has branches 
in Haifa and other towns in the occupied territories and 
has been carrying on operations on a broad scale. 

For many years the emergency decrees enacted under 
the British colonial administration in 1945 have been in 
force in the parts of Israel inhabited by Arabs (in 1949, 
they were incorporated in the Israeli Law for Emergency 
Regulations and Security Areas). In these areas, all autho- 
rity was vested in the military governors who had the 
power to impose curfew, to detain Arabs without investiga- 
tion or trial, to limit the freedom of their movements, 
etc. 

On December 1, 1966, an easing of military regulations 
was announced, but since the June 1967 aggression, the 
emergency decrees and martial law have been equally in 
force in Israel and in the occupied territories. In the 
recent period, British colonial repressive decrees, adop- 
ted by the Israeli ruling circles, have also been ever 
more frequently applied against striking workers and de- 
monstrations • 

Tel Aviv’s 150 Discriminatory Acts and 

Decrees 

Israeli legislation on nationality is permeated with 
the spirit of chauvinism and racism. The country has almost 
150 discriminatory laws and decrees with respect to the 
Arabs, who are faced with inhuman and humiliating treat- 
ment on every hand. Contrary to the Declaration on the 
Establishment of the State of Israel, dated May 14, 1948, 
and the Ordinance on Legislation and Administration of 
May 14, 1948, the two basic laws — The Law of Return (1950) 
and The Act of Nationality (1952) — establish Israel as a 
one-nation state. The first of these laws automatically 
recognises Israeli citizenship for every Jew immigrating 
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to Israel* Under the second law, Arabs who were born and 
who have lived in Palestine all their lives cannot obtain 
Israeli citizenship if they bad not been in their native 
place on a given day — November 8, 1948 — and so could not 
be registered. The point is that just then military opera- 
tions were on between Israel and neighbouring Arab countries 
so that many Palestine Arabs were away from their place of 
permanent domicile. To be naturalised as a citizen an 
Arab must meet various requirements (fluency in Hebrew, 
etc.) Where an Arab has met all these conditions, the 
question of granting Israeli citizenship to him is taken 
by the Minister of the Interior. 

Following the establishment of the State of Israel in 
19 ^ 8 , its ruling circles began to step up their policy of 
expropriation of Arab lands, which had been pursued even 
before that in Palestine. The Israeli Parliament (the 
Knesset) adopted several racist laws intended to expel the 
Arabs from their native places. Apart from the above- 
mentioned Law for Emergency Regulations and Security Areas, 
there are also ”The Law for Property of Absentees” (1950), 
r 'The Law for the Control of Lanas” (1953), "The Law for 
the Lands of Israel” (I960) and ”The Law for the Centrali- 
sation of Lands” (1985)* On oasis of these and similar 
other undemocratic acts, the Israeli authorities have 
deprived the Arab peasants of the bulk of their land (ovei 
1 f 200, 000 dunams^). They seized not only the lands of the 
Arabs who had fled during the 1948 war, but also of those 
whom the Israeli Government had prohibited from leaving 
the ”closed areas”, in consequence of which they were un- 
able to reach their fields and were accordingly regarded 
as being "absentees”. 

5 

1 dunamsrO.I hectare. 

6 See, Le Monde . March 8, 1966. 
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The Arabs were completely expelled from a total of 
388 villages and towns, and partially from 94. By the mid- 
1950s, one-quarter of Israeli housing space consisted of 
houses taken away from the Arabs; Jews held 10,000 Arab 
stalls, shops and offices. 

On the strength of the emergency laws, the Israeli 
authorities have kept under administrative detention 
hundreds of Arabs who are Israeli citizens, mainly Commun- 
ists and Young Communists. ”The aim of this arbitrary 
act”, says G.Toubi, a member of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party of Israel, ”is to paralyse their poli- 
tical activities, and for some the effect is to starve 

their families since it is very difficult for many victims 

7 

of such arbitrary orders to find a job.” 4 

The Israeli police has carried on sustained reprisals 
and terrorism against the Arab minority, to say nothing of 
the population in the occupied Arab territories. Thus, in 
early June 1971 t the police arrested 10 Arabs in the Galilee 
area on charges of trying to set up a guerrilla group. 

Before the elections to the Knesset in 1969* the authorities 
carried out mass arrests of progressive-minded Arabs; 
in 1970, hundreds of Arab workers were arrested at the 
central bus station at Tel Aviv; in December 1969, chauvi- 
nist Jewish elements, enjoying the patronage of the autho- 
rities, staged attacks and beatings of Arab inhabitants in 
Jaffa, Natania and other places. According to official and 
patently well-understated figures, more than 100 local 
Arabs were in Israeli prisons and concentration camps in 
June 1972. The press all over the world has written repea- 
tedly about the extensive use of brutal tortures and abuse 
in Israeli police stations, prisons and concentration 
camps. 

Although the Arabs now constitute roughly 12 per cent 
of Israel's population (about 370,000), they hold only 

' World Marxist Review . 1971, No. 12. p.lTl. 
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1.5-2 per cent of the jobs in the administration. Even the 
few Arabs who have been allowed to join the government 
apparatus are frequently restricted in their activity in 
one way or another. 

In Israel, Arabs make up the bulk of the unemployed 
or persons without any permanent employment. As a rule, 
they are offered the most arduous and lowest-paid jobs. 
Arab peasants, the fellahin, are allowed to sell their 
produce at? understated prices only, while average annual 
earnings among Arab workers come to no more than 70 per 
cent of those of Jewish workers. Only in 1959 were the 
Arab workers allowed to join the Histadrut (Israel's Gene- 
ral Federation of Labour) as a result of the struggle by 
Left-wing forces, but to this day they are deprived of the 
right to elect trade- uni on committees and councils in al- 
most all the Arab-populated localities. No municipal coun- 
cils have been set up in many Arab-populated localities 
to this day, while those that have been set up in the Arab 
towns and villages constantly face a barrage of complica- 
tions thrown up by the government. 

Most working Arabs are in effect deprived of elementa- 
ry social rights, in particular, the right to rest and 
leisure, and severance pay. Only one-third of Israel's 
Arab population enjoys sick benefits. Only a few Arabs are 
entitled to receive insurance aid from the Kupat Holim 
(Workers' Fund for the Sick). Even according to official 
data, less than 40 per cent of Arab families have the right 
to use medical aid. Most Arab settlements have no medical 
stations to this day. 

The Israeli authorities have discriminated against 
the Arab sector of agriculture in every way. Thus, in 1970 
only 5 P©r cent of the farmland in that sector had irriga- 
tion, as compared with 50 per cent in the Jewish sector 
(in Israel irrigation water is under the control of the 
Ministry of Agriculture). That is one of the reasons why 
productivity on Arab faims is only a fifth of that of 
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Jewish farms. The Zionists engage in fierce discrimination 
against the Arabs in the field of education. The primary 
school system for Arab children in Israel is short of 
class-rooms and teachers, while progressive Arab teachers 
are being expelled. In the higher schools, Arabs make up 
only 1.5 per cent of the students, and only 24 per cent of 
Arab boys and girls from the age of 14 tp 17 years are able 
to receive a secondary education. 8 Let us stress that the 
curricula, textbooks and other study aids—the whole 
system of education— in Israeli schools for Arab children 
are geared to inculcating in their minds national nihilism 
and loyalty to the Zionist government. A special commission 
set up by the Ministry of Education and Culture in late 
1970> presented its recommendations in early 1971 oh chan- 
ges in the curricula for Arab schools and the writing of 
new textbooks. The aim of these recommendations is further 
to enhance the pro-Zionist tenor in schools for Arabs 
living in Israel and the occupied territories.^ 

The racist, chauvinist and profoundly reactionary poli- 
cy pursued by the Israeli ruling circles with respect to 
the Arab minority has aroused indignation and criticism in 
the broadest circles of world opinion. The well-known his- 
torian Arnold Toynbee says that the tragedy of the modern 
history of the Jews is that instead of learning the lessons 
of their sufferings, the Jews have treated the Arabs just 
as the nazis had treated them. The American writer Alfred 
M.Lilienthal, who has written a number of books and artic- 
les on Israel, says it is a racist state whose policy is 
n 

See In formation Bulletin. Communist Party of Israel . 1972. 
Spe cial Number, p.113. 1 

^ Information Bulletin . No. 3, 1971 1 pp. 42-43. 

n 

See Pierre Demeron Coatre Israel . Paris, 1968, p.13. 
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based on aggression. The foreign press frequently says 
that the condition of the Arabs of Israel is similar to 
the status of Puertoricans and Blacks in the USA, and 
Africans in the Republic of South Africa and Rhodesia. The 
Tel Aviv newspaper Haaretz has been forced to admit that 
"in Israel the policy wit'h respect to the Arabs can be com- 
pared only with the policy pursued in the USA in the past 

IP 

century with respect to the Indians." 

In its policy with respect to the Arab minority, 
Israel’s ruling circles not only rely on the machinery of 
police reprisals but have also actively used the well- 
tried method of all oppressors and colonialists: "Divide 
and rule". Thus, the Israeli authorities have tried hard 
to range Druses 1 -^ (who number about 30,000) against the 
Moslem and Christian Arabs, by allowing the former some 
advantages and privileges. 


"Second Grade" Jews 


Racism is so deeply imbedded in the pores of Israeli 
society that the Jewish population itself is almost offi- 
cially divided into several groups or castes. At the top 
of the pyramid are the natives of Palestine, the so-called 
Sabra. Then come the "Western" Jews, or the Ashkenasim 
(that is, those who come from Europe and America), and the 
"Eastern" or "black" Jews (that is, immigrants from the 
countries of Asia and Africa). The "black" Jews, now making 
up 50 per cent of the Jewish population, are subjected to 
a special kind of discrimination: they do most of the ar- 
duous work for low pay, and as a rule live in slums. 




v r 

_ **— — “*• ■*-»*< xxcuwua j. , jluc u UU& _ 

Tork, 1965; What Price Israel? Chicago* 1953^ 

12 Per Spiegel. 1967, No. 48, p.142. 

13 

"J 10 belong to a neo-Islamic sect, and who believe 

« tS ** * ls ° 1,1 
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Over the past 20 years, even according to official 

Israeli statistics, the inequality indicator between the 

Ashkenasim and the "Eastern" Jews has doubled. In the state 

apparatus, the "black" Jews are also sparcely represented. 

For instance, the highest post held by one of the 125,000 

Iraqi Jews in Israel is that of municipal official. Only 

3 per cent of government officials and only 16.6 per cent 

of deputies to the Knesset come from the eastern count- 
1 4 

ries. Of the 19 ministers in Golda Meir's cabinet there 
were only two of them.^ Up to then, only one Eastern Jew 
had held a ministerial post since the establishment of 
Israel. 

The Judaic church has a very active role to play in 
discriminating against the "black" Jews in Israel. The 
Chief Rabbinate has decided to consider the Jews arriving 
to Israel from India as being racially "impure" and has 
forbidden them, among other things, to marry other Israelis. 

Following a 25-day sit-down and hunger strike by Indi- 
an Jews in December 1964 and January 1965, even the Knesset 
demanded that the Chief Rabbinate should stop its religious 
discrimination. However, the latter only changed the form 
of words but not the substance of its directives concerning 
the marriage act: now not only Indian Jews but all Israelis 
contracting marriage must prove that they are "pure". 

In March 1971 , the Knesset passed a special resolution 
once again admitting the existence of "ethnic inequality" 
between the Ashkenasim and the "black" Jews. At the end of 
1971 , in an effort to assuage public opinion a parliamenta- 
ry Commission on Labour hastily adopted a resolution urging 
the government to eliminate discrimination within 10 years. 

^See Time , June 21, 1972, p.24. 

^See The Observer , March 21, 1971, p.8. 
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The progressive eleaents in the Arab population of 
Israel have been carrying on a resolute fight against the 
Israeli ruling circles 1 racial and national discrimination, 
and for equality and living conditions fit for man. In the 
past few years, progressive Jewish and Arab writers have 
met on several occasions and have demanded an end to the 
police reprisals, the economic plunder, and the political, 
social and cultural discrimination against Arab citizens. 
The establishment in December 1971 of the Organisation of 
Arab Intellectuals, which takes a democratic attitude, 
promotes the Israeli Arabs* struggle for equal rights. 

Like Israel* s Arab population, the "black" Jews are 
not at all inclined to accept this deprivation of rights 
and hard living conditions. The fight against the community 
and caste discrimination assumed especially large propor- 
tions in the spring and summer of 1971 , when the immigrants 
from Africa and Asia, driven to dispair, took action against 
their oppressors. By setting up a "Black Panthers" organi- 
sation, with several thousand members, the pariahs of 
Israeli society demanded, in most resolute terms, equality, 
justice, provision of housing, education and jobs. In the 
course of a four-hour 3 , 000 -strong demonstration by "black" 
Jews in Jerusalem in August 1971 there was a demand for 
the resignation of the entire Meir Government and abolition 
of the antistrike bill. 

Israeli ruling circles are aware that the "Black 
Panthers" movement is being strengthened organisationally 
and ideologically, putting forward more end more often po- 
litical slogans, and gradually reviewing its old negative 
attitude to joint action with other progressive and Left 
forces, and they have tried in every way to split or 
neutralise this organisation and to slander the movement 
as allegedly being inspired from abroad. 
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Israel* s progressive forces, with the Communist Party 
of Israel in the forefront, have been carrying on a persis- 
tent struggle against chauvinism and racism, and for an end 
to racial, national and community discrimination. The 
Communist Party of Israel, firmly taking the stand of pro- 
letarian internationalism, has always worked for true and 
complete equality for all the inhabitants of the country 
in every sphere of life, without distinction as regards re- 
ligion, community, sex, origin or outlook. The theses 
approved by the 17 th Congress of the CPI in June 1972 sayx 
"We call on all the Party members, on all the democratic 
forces in Israel to appear strongly against any kind of 
discrimination and national suppression, to enhance the 

unity of action of the working class and of the Jewish and 

1 6 

Arab popular masses." 


— 

Information Bulletin. Communist Party of Israel . 1972, 
Special Number, p.119. 


ZIONISM IK PRS- REVOLUTIONARY RUSSIA 

Anatoly FTASKOVSKY, D. Sc. (Hist.) 

Marxism-Leninism has always regarded the national 
question as being inseparably linked with the struggle for 
social progress, i.e M as the problem subordinated to the 
struggle of the proletariat to free labour from the yoke 
of capital and to build socialism and communism. "The 
bourgeoisie," Lenin noted, "always places its national 
demands in the forefront and does so in categorical fashion. 
With the proletariat, however, these demands are subordina- 
ted to the interests of the class struggle." And further: 
"... it (the proletariat — A.P. ) values above all and places 
foremost the alliance of the proletarians of all nations, 
and assesses any national demand, any national separation, 
from the angl e of the workers' class struggle."" 1 

Thus, from the point of view of Marxist-Leninist 
theory, the national question is subordinated to the main, 
fundamental question — to the class struggle of the proletar- 
iat for socialism. 

It is common knowledge that at the end of the nine- 
teenth century the Russian liberal Populists were opposed 
to the class fo rmulation of the national question and 

V. I. Lenin, Collecte d Works . Moscow, Vol.20, pp.410, 411. 
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Lenin waged a consistent struggle against them. The Bol- 
shevik Party led by Lenin tirelessly combated various 
opportunist misinterpretations of the national and colonial 
questions; they fought those who attempted to revise the 
revolutionary basis of the Marxist-Leninist teaching on 
these questions, above all against all and any manifestations 
of great-power chauvinism and local bourgeois nationalism 
which are capable of causing a rift between workers of dif- 
ferent nationalities, and of substituting the national 
struggle for the class struggle, which benefits the bour- 
geoisie alone. 

In exposing liberal-bourgeois nationalism and its 
mercenary-minded deals with the advocates of feudalism, 

Lenin noted in September 1913: "Such is the nature of all 
liberal-bourgeois nationalism — not only Great-Russian (it 
is the worst of them all because of its violent character 
and its kinship with the Purishkeviches) , but Polish, Jewish, 
Ukrainian, Georgian and every other nationalism."^ And this 
not only applies to liberal-bourgeois nationalism but to 
petty-bourgeois nationalism, too. It is even more dangerous 
because it is capable of deceiving the masses in a manner 
even more subtle and imperceptible to them. There have been 
quite a few cases in history when, for the purpose of dis- 
guising their intentions, obviously nationalist petty-bour- 
geois parties have proclaimed themselves socialist, social- 
democratic and even Marxist parties, although they had 
nothing in common with either socialism or Marxism. In order 
to deceive the masses, some of them even included what at 
first glance seemed extremely radical demands in their 
programmes. However, this did not change their class and 
nationalist nature and they remained alien to genuinely 
Marxist proletarian parties. 

In particular, the various Zionist parties and trends 
which were active among Jews of the pre-revolutionary Russia, 
advocated patent bourgeois and petty-bourgeois nationalism. 

2 

V.I. Lenin, Collected Works . Vol.19, .p«356. 
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Zionism (this word comes from the name of Mount Zion in 
Palestine, not far from Jerusalem where the ancient capital 
of Judea was situated) was (and still is) an extremely 
nationalist, bourgeois and reactionary movement which 
attempted to fence off "its" working masses from the Russian 
working class and the Russian revolutionary movement and to 
make out that for Jews the class struggle did not exist and 
that the Jewish worker or artisan was closer to the Jewish 
bourgeois t ha n to the proletarian of any other nation. One 
of the theoreticians of the most heavily disguised petty- 
bourgeois Zionist Socialist Jewish Labour Party, (SJLP) 
M.Ratner (M. Borisov), in a report on behalf of this party 
at the conference of the so-called "Russian National Social- 
ist parties" which took place in Finland on April 16-20, 1907, 
stated quite openly: "National oppression is the oppression 
which weighs down on an entire nation and to which a nation 
is subjected by other nations. It naturally causes all classes 
of the oppressed nation to draw closer together .. .", Therefore, 
"the proletariat is not in a position to move away from its 
bourgeoisie and take up a clear-cut stand, determined by its 
class position, towards that bourgeoisie, in view of the 
community of national oppression and the solidarity of nation- 
al interests". And further: "The very fact of national op- 
pression shuffles the cards of the class struggle."^ 


Thus, the "theory" of the substitution of the national 
struggle for the class struggle was formulated quite unam- 
biguously. With the help of this reactionary "theory" , all 
the Jewish Zionist parties (both bourgeois and petty-bour- 
geois) strove to draw into their ranks as many workers as 
possible, not to mention the petty-bourgeois elements such 
as the artisans, shop-assistants, small shop-keepers and so 
forth. They thereby pursued two aims: to create a mass basis 
and to get the opportunity to divert the exploited masses of 
the Jewish people from the revolutionary struggle, including 
and above all the struggle against their own bourgeoisie. 


Minutes of the Confe rence of the Russian National Socialist 

.Parties . Ap ril 16-2Q % 1907 (hereafter Minutes of the Con- 

ference...). St. Petersburg t 1908, p. 41 . 
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It should be mentioned that Zionism in pre-revolution- 
ary Russia has been very little studied in historical litera- 
ture. Therefore, it is sometimes claimed that Zionism had no 
roots in Russia in general and that this nationalist movement 
came into being in the West alone. However, we can see from 
the facts that this is not the case. 

The Jews in tsarist Russia were one of the most op- 
pressed nationalities, deprive^ of rights, and naturally, they 
could not be reconciled with their difficult position. Quite 
a few revolutionaries came from their midst who actively 
opposed the tsarist autocracy and the bourgeoisie, together 
with the Russian proletariat. Back in 1903, Lenin wrote that 
"the Jewish emancipation movement (as compared with the West 
European — A.P. ) is far broader and deeper rooted here 
(in Russia — A.P. ) . thanks to the awakening of a heroic class con- 
sciousness among the Jewish proletariat".^ And indeed, many 
prominent figures in the Bolshevik Party, comrades -in- arms 
and pupils of Lenin who spent their whole lives fighting 
without hesitation for the bright future of Russia, were 
Jews. It is sufficient to mention such names as Ya.Sverdlov, 
R.Zemlyachka, M. Litvinov, E. Yaroslavsky , S. Gusev, O.Pyatnit- 
sky and others. 

Despite the unrestrained propaganda of the Jewish 
nationalist parties, of which we shall speak later, prog- 
ressive Jewish workers joined the Russian Social-Democratic 
Labour Party (RSDLP). It is common knowledge that in the 
so-called Jewish pales of settlement, such as Kiev, Odessa, 
Yekaterinoslav, Minsk, Gomel, Vitebsk and a number of other 
towns, large organisations of the RSDLP functioned, and in 
1904 the Polessie and the North-Western regional committees 
of the RSDLP were set up, in which workers of Jewish nation- 
ality, as well as Russians, Ukrainians and Byelorussians, 
took an active part. In just the same way in many towns out- 
side the Jewish pales Jewish workers joined social-democratic 
organisations on an equal footing with representatives of 
other nationalities. 

^ V. I. Lenin, Collected Works . Vol.7, pp. 100-101. 
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It should be mentioned that, despite the brutal na- 
tional oppression, nationalist propaganda among Jewish 
workers was by no means always successful. Many facts point 
to this and a particularly eloquent one is cited in the 
book by the well-known leader of the Russian Mensheviks 
Martov (Tsederbaum) . Describing his work in the middle of 
the 1890s in the so-called "Supervising Group" in the town 
of Vilno, among whose members were the founders and leaders 
of the Bund Kremer, Kosov sky-Lev inson and others, Martov 
wrote that this Group united Jewish circles where proceedings 
were mainly carried out in Russian* But the "Supervising 
Group" in which Martov attributed the main role to himself, 
decided that the circles should use Yiddish. "During the 
debates which took place at a number of meetings", Martov 
noted, "it was an unpleasant surprise for us to discover 
how remote the mo^ds of workers from these circles were 
from our own... The debates at these meetings were extremely 
bitter. In these debates attention was increasingly concen- 
trated on the question of the language of our propaganda. 

The idea of translating all, or almost all, propaganda and 
agitation into Yiddish evoked quite spontaneous indignation. . • 
The resistance to the •making our party work Jewish* was 
stormy and unyielding to the utmost. •• As a result of this 
struggle we were temporarily defeated. The overwhelming 
majority of the workers from the circles not only refused 
to give us their support, but began to sabotage our reform 
when we attempted to put it into effect through our own 
efforts and aided by some of our pupils. The 'opposition* 
broke up our newly created circles and even managed to 
persuade their members to demand of the instructors that 
the study be held in Russian and that the pupils be taught 
to read and write in Russian".** 


^Yu. Martov, Notes of a Social-Democrat . Moscow, 1924, 
p.229-235 Fin Russian). 
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Here is yet another example from the Leninist Iskra 


cited in an article by Lenin* Jewish workers took an 
active part in the general strike in Odessa in July 1903, 
which was accompanied by mass meetings and demonstrations . 

The workers reassured the frightened Jewish tradesmen who 
feared that their stores and shops would be subject to 
damage: "Have no fear, have no fear, this is not Kishinev 
for you (in Kishinev in 1903 the tsarist authorities pro- 
voked a huge Jewish pogrom — A.P. ) , what we want is some- 
thing else, we have neither Jews nor Russians in our midst, 
we are all workers , life is equally hard for us all." 6 

Far from all the Jewish workers and Jewish poor shared 
the nationalist sentiments cherished by a certain part of 
the Jewish intelligentsia and bourgeoisie. 

Nevertheless, the activities to deceive the Jewish 
masses, using the poison of nationalism, still continued on 
an extensive scale. The urban petty-bourgeois elements made 
up the bulk of the Jewish population of Russia, such as the 
artisans, small shopkeepers, shop-assistants, cabmen and 
so forth. There were very few factory workers, who mainly 
worked at small enterprises. 

According to the figures of the all-Russia census of 
1897, of the 5t063,000 Jews (according to language) 

1,794,000 (35*43 per cent) were occupied in industry and 
/ lf957»000 ( 38.65 per cent) in trade. 7 However, these figures, 
do not, unfortunately^ give an idea of the class composition 
of the Jews in the spheres of activity indicated. Here we 
can partially look for help to the census of the Jewish 
population which was undertaken at approximately the same 
time (in 1897-1899) by the Jewish Colonisation Society (JCS) 
in the Jewish pales (in 1897 f some 4,805,000 Jews lived 
there). According to this census, the majority of the Jews 
employed in industry (500,986) were artisans. Of these 

^ V. I. Lenin. Collected Works . Vol.6, p.521. 

7 See The. Composition of the Jewish Population nf ftima-lfl 

According to Occupation Taken from the FiratOeneral Census 

of the Populatlon^Garried on on January 28. 1697 . Compiled 

by B.D.Brufcskus, St. Petersburg, 1968, p.5 (in Russian) . 
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259,396 were master craftsmen, 140,528 were assistant 
craftsmen and 101,062 were apprentices. Thus, all in all, 
some 1,500,000 people and their families obtained a means 
of subsistence from handicrafts. Among the Jews of the 
Jewish pales there were 45,506 factory workers and most of 
them produced semi-handmade goods ("the cottage industry", 
according to the terminology of the JCS) in selzer water 
factories, workshops making instruments and watches, 
tailoring establishments and so forth. Besides this, in the 
Jewish pales there were 100,000 to 105,000 unskilled la- 
bourers, some 175,000 domestic servants, 171,000 involved 

* Q 

in the small carriers trade and so forth. 

As regards the Jewish bourgeoisie, information is 
rather scant. In the minutes of the abovementioned con- 
ference we read that "Jewish capital is more of a trade and 
financial character, than an industrial one" In the 1897 
census there is only information about the biggest Jewish 
traders of the merchant stratum. At that time there were 
71,848 of them, which was 1.4 per cent of the total Jewish 
population. This was a very large percentage if we consider 

that the merchants made up only 0.2 per cent of the popula- 

10 

tion of the empire as a whole. 

Most of the Jewish population lived in the three 
European states: Russia, Austro-Hungary and Germany. Thus, 
it is no accident that these states became the homes of 
Zionism, producing such well-known ideologists, theoreticians 
and practical workers in world Zionism as Lev Pinsker, Ahad 
3 ; 

See Minutes of the Conference... . p.116; S.Gepshtein, The 

Economic Structure of the Jewish Population in Russia , 

St. Petersburg, 190b, pp.19' t 24. ^4-35: the Composition 

gf the Jewis h Population in Russia According to Occupa- 

tion. . , , p.6 (in Russian) . 

Q 

Minutes of the Conference .... pp. 116-117 
10 See The Composition of the Jewish Population of Russia 
According to Occupation .... p.15. 
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Haam, V.Zhabotinsky and others (Russia); Theodor Herzl 
(the first president of the World Zionist Organisation), 

Max Nordau and others (Austro-Hungary); Moses Hess, Natan 
Birnbaum and later on Nahum Goldman (president of the same 
World Zionist Organisation) , who was connected with the 
fascist leaders, and others (Germany). 

Due to Jewish emigration from Europe to the USA, 
quite a considerable section of Jews became concentrated in 
that country. It is sufficient to say that, according to 
the data of the JCS, from 1897-1906 530,000 Jews emigrated 

from Russia alone, of which the majority (405 f 000) were 
bound for the USA. At the beginning of the twentieth cen- 
tury only 75,000 Jews lived in Palestine, most of whom had 
emigrated from Russia, particularly after the pogroms of 
the 1880s. 11 

Zionist theoreticians try to prove that the Jews li- 
ving in all countries form "a single Jewish nation” , which is 
obviously absurd. For one thing, Jews living in different 
countries often simply do not understand one another; they 
do not have a language in common, a land in common, a culture 
in common and so forth. Even in a country like Russia, 

Jewish authors such as B.Brutskus have acknowledged that 
there was no such unity: the Central Asian Jews spoke 
Tajik, some of the Caucasian Jews spoke Georgian and others 
spoke an Iranian dialect, and so on. None of them understood 
the Yiddish language. In a study of the results of the 1897 
census, that same Brutskus noted that part of the Jewish 
population ”had absorbed the culture of the surrounding 
population to such an extent, that they named as their 
mother tongue not Yiddish, but the language of the surround- 
ing population. They include for the most part the Jewish 
intelligentsia, as well as Jews who are scattered in small 
groups far away from the main core of the Jewish population 
— 

See S.Gepshtein, op.cit., pp.5-6; Zionism. The Study of 
the History of Its Development . St. Petersburg, 1905, 
p • i 2o (table) (in Russian;. 


- 23 - 


and have, therefore, forgotten their mother tongue, the 
Yiddish language”. 12 

An even more striking picture was presented by the 
Jewish population of Western Europe which had completely 
or almost completely become assimilated by the population 
where they lived. Even Herzl himself, the founder of the 
World Zionist Organisation, was an assimilated German in 
Austria. On finishing grammar school, the son of a well-to- 
do merchant studied in the Faculty of Law at Vienna Univer- 
sity where he belonged to the "German nationalists " 9 circle. 
He did not know the Yiddish language, was not familiar with 
Jewish history, was completely indifferent to Judaism, 

Jewish religion, and in general took little interest in. his 
nationality. It was not until 1895 that a sudden change 
occurred in his world outlook. J 

On other continents the Jews completely lost their 
national features. For instance, the Chinese Jews completely 
forgot not only their mother tongue, but also their religious 
rites and only vaguely recollected whence they came. 1 ** 

Lenin pointed out that "this Zionist idea is absolutely 
false and essentially reactionary", 1 ^ for it advocates the 
isolation of the Jews and class cooperation between the 
Jewish bourgeoisie and the Jewish working masses, including 
the Jewish workers. 


In 1903, Lenin wrote: "That is precisely what the 
Jewish problem amounts to : assimilation or isolation?— and 
the idea of a Jewish "nationality" is definitely reactionary 
not only when expounded by its consistent advocates (the 
Zionists), but likewise on the lips of those who try to com- 
bine it with th e ideas of Social-Democracy (the Bundists). 

u?*** 081 * 1 ?? 0f the J ? . wlah Population of Russia Accord- 
pp e 7^l 0d lLls rZ ?fl 2°li®citedWorkB jVoi . 1 , Petrograd, 1918, 

^ a*—- * sffr «■» 

15 — 0ni8n ‘ 1 Stu < fr th e History of Its Develop ment, p.120. 

V. I. Lenin, Collected Works . Vol. 7, p.99. 
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The idea of a Jewish nationality runs counter to the in- 
terests of the Jewish proletariat..." 

It is characteristic that the views of the tsarist 
autocracy and of the Zionists on the isolation of the Jews 

% 

coincided completely. Despite, of course, the absolutely 
different methods by which they achieved their aims, the 
policies of both sides ultimately led to the same goal, 
that of completely cutting off the Jews and isolating them 
from the rest of the population and not permitting changes 
in the stagnant traditional forms of the Jewish way of life, 
their customs, the family, religion and the like (the so- 
called ghetto spirit) which was upheld in every possible 
way by the Jewish clergy, the rabbinate. 

In the 1830s to 1870s, the tsarist government 
carried out a policy aimed at "destroying the isolation of 
the Jews" and assimilating them. At that time Jews had the 
right to participate in elections to local councils, were 
not subjected to restrictions by official statutes, and 
places at institutions of secondary and higher learning 
were freely accessible to them and so forth. However, when 
Alexander III came to the throne and the reaction assumed 
the* offensive in the 1880s, the tsarist attitude towards 
the Jewish question sharply changed. The first Jewish 
pogroms were already sweeping the south-west and southern 
parts of Russia in 1881. In 1882, the so-called temporary 
rules were promulgated, by which Jews were forbidden to take 
up residence in the "Jewish pales" outside cities and small 
towns. In the 1880s and 1890s 9 the Jewish population was 
subjected to further insulting restrictions: a percentage 
rate was introduced with regard to the admission of Jews to 
educational institutions (1886); the admission of Jews to 
the Bar was restricted to the utmost (1899); they were not 
permitted to take part in the election meetings and the 
congresses of the local councils (1890) and also in municipal 
elections (1892); they were deprived of the right to hold 


Ibid., p.101. 
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offices in municipal bodies and so forth. Besides this, 

Jews were in fact forbidden to move to or live in Finland, 
Moscow and the Moscow Gubernia, in the Kuban and Tersk 
regions and in some other areas. On the instructions of the 
Governor-General of Moscow, Grand Duke Sergei Alexandrovich, 
thousands of Jewish families were expelled from Moscow and 
the Moscow area to Poland. 1 ' 7 

However, instead of calling for opposition to this 
unprecedented national oppression and humiliation, the 
Zionists appealed to the Jews to fence themselves off from 
everything and to establish a class peace within themselves, 
to refuse to have anything to do with the political struggle 
against the tsarist authorities and to wait until such time 
as a "sanctuary protected by law" should be created for the 
Jews in Argentina, in Uganda , Africa, or in Palestine 
(political Zionism) , or await the coming of the "Messiah" 
who, like the biblical Moses, would lead the Jews to the 
"promised land", Zion (spiritual Zionism). 


Ahad Haam was the most prominent representative of 
spiritual Zionism and its zealous champion in Russia. He 
preached that the spiritual decline of the Jewish people 
(of Judaism) was no less of a misfortune than their material 
decline. At the All-Russia Congress of Zionists held in 
Minsk in August 1902, he appealed to the Jews to set them- 
selves a more easily accessible goal than the struggle for 
"a sanctuary protected by law" (a Jewish state), the crea- 
tion of "a sanctuary (centre) for the Jewish spirit", in 
particular the organisation of a Jewish university, but 
his appeal was given no support.^® 


One of the initiators of the ideology of world polit- 
ical Zionism was L.Pinsker (1821-1891), a Russian Jew, a 

doctor by profession who had graduated from Moscow Univer- 
sity. 




* St “ dY — *** Hl8toIT Si Hi Bw.lcmmt . 
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Political Zionism came into being in connection with 
the development of capitalism, under the influence of the 
competitive struggle between the Jewish and non-Jewish 
bourgeoisie. The Jewish bourgeoisie felt that in order to 
be successful in the competitive struggle with its rivals, 
it needed a firm basis in the form of its own state, from 
which it could draw support. This is why the Zionists have 
always looked upon and continue to consider' the "Jewish 
state" merely as a means for the Jewish bourgeoisie to 
achieve their economic and political aims. L.Pinsker said 
quite openly that because the Jews were scattered and had 
no independent land of their own, they "had no reputation 
in the world for being a well established firm and, there- 
fore, they could not have credit". For this reason, long 
before Herzl, he had drawn plans for the convocation of an 
international Jewish "national congress" or the creation 
of an international "national board of directors" which 
"jointly with the capitalists as the founders of a joint- 
stock company to be set up in future , should buy a strip 
of land upon which several million Jews could gradually 
settle". However, Pinsker by no means intended that the 
capitalists themselves and the well-to-do Jews should reside 
on this territory. There there was to be "an inviolable 
sanctuary for those Jews who are dragging out the life of 
the proletariat in different countries". "It is quite out 
of the question, of course", continued Pinsker, "to t h i nk 
about the overall re-settlement of the (Jewish people. The 
comparatively small number of Jews in the West... who are in 
a better position end who are to a certain extent naturalised, 
should remain in the future where they are; prosperous Jews 
can even remain where it is not very tolerable for Jews to 
live". 1 ^ 

Independent of L.Pinsker, Theodor Herzl also wrote in 
his Jewish State which came out in 1895> that to the territory 

^9 L.Pinsker., Auto-Emancipation . St .Petersburg, 1900, pp.23, 
30-31 , 3 4 (in Russian;. 
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obtained in one w ay or another (beat of all in Palestine) 
"the very poorest Jews will be sent there to begin with 9 
to create suitable conditions in the country. According to 
a plan drawn up beforehand Y they will lay roads , build 
bridges and railways, set up communications 9 take control 
of the waterways and put up accommodation for themselves. 
Their labour will create a trade turnover and the latter 
will establish markets to attract new settlers. For each 
volunteer will go there at his own expense and his own risk. 
The labour which he puts into the land increases its value. 
The Jews will soon see for themselves that what for them 
has until this time been an enterprise upon which they had 
looked with scorn and hatred 9 opens up a new stable field 
of activity... Our lower economic strata will gradually be 
followed by higher ones” and so forth. 20 

Already at that time Herzl outlined in broad terms 
what the Zionist leaders are realising in Israel at the 
moment. He wrote: "If his majesty the Sultan were to give 
us Palestine, we could take upon ourselves the complete 
regulation of Turkish finances. For Europe we would be a 
stronghold against Asia. We would be an advanced guard 
spreading culture among barbarians . . . We would remain in 
contact with the whole of Europe which should guarantee 
our existence." 21 

However 9 it was by no means Herzl who initiated Zion- 
ism, its theory and ideology. It was L. Pinsker* s book 
Auto-Mancipation that played an extremely important role 
in this respect. When Herzl learned about this book, he 
exclaimed that he* would not have written his Jewish State , 
for all the main ideas had already been put forward by 
Pinsker, 

26 BulaSbf 5 ” 1 ' goBplete ,ogka ‘ Vol.1, pp. 99-100 (In 
21 Ibid,, p,101. 

22 See ibid,, p.152. 
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In evaluating the contribution Pinsker had made to 
the idea of international Zionism and comparing him with 
Herzl, one of the enthusiastic admirers of Herzl, S. Rosen- 
baum, wrote: "Herzl added absolutely nothing to what had 
already been said by Pinsker and Bimbaum. . . A difference 
must be made between the idea of Zionism and the Zionist 
movement. As regards the former, it was so well worked out 
by Hess and Pinsker... that there was nothing to add to 
what had already been said. It is to Herzl f s credit that 
from this ready-made idea he built up a mighty workable 
cause. " 2 ^ 

This "mighty workable cause” consisted in the fact 
that Herzl was really the founder of the World Zionist 
Organisation and made the preparations for the convocation 
of the First World Zionist Congress which was held in Basle 
(Switzerland) in August 1897# Herzl was the chairman at the 
Congress. Among those present at the Congress were delegates 
from tsarist Russia, where the Zionist movement had developed 
fairly extensively. This can be seen from the fact that among 
the 204 delegates from eleven countries, including America, 
England, France, Germany, Austro-Hungary and Palestine, the 
representatives from Russia made up about one-third. At the 
Second World Zionist Congress in Basle in 1898 more than 
half of the 580 delegates came from Russia. The greater 
number of representatives from Russia also meant the height- 
ened activities of Russian Zionists at the world Zionist 
congresses and in the World Zionist Organisation. Of the 25 
members of the Executive Committee elected at the First 
Zionist Congress, four came from Russia; at the Second 
Congress in 1898 the number of members from Russia had in- 
creased to ten (out of 56) and at the Third Congress in 1899 
24 

to twelve. 

25 Ibid., p.42. 

24 

a.. Zionism. A Study of the History of Its Development . 

PP.15-U, 22, 3473 ^ 0 , 5*>. 


In Russia itself, the number of Zionist organisations 
and circles quickly grew, especially after the world Zion- 
ist congresses. By the beginning of the century they num- 
bered several hundred and existed both wit hin the "Jewish 
pales" and without, and even reached as far as Siberia. 

After the Third World Congress in 1 899 » with the permission 
of the tsarist authorities, a number of regional Zionist 
congresses were held in Vilno, Kiev, Yekaterinoslav, Ben- 
dery (Bessarabia) and in several other towns. Besides 
this, the shares of the Jewish Colonial Bank, founded on 
the initiative of Herzl, were widely purchased and also 
collections were made of the so-called shekel which was 
equal to 40 kopeks a year; all those who considered them- 
selves to be Zionists were obliged to make this contribu- 
tion to the "Zionist cause", and so forth. Prominent re- 
presentatives of international Zionism regularly visited 
Russia for the purpose of propaganda and the collection of 
funds. Thus, according to police department information, 
soon after the first congress, Professor Shapiro of Heidel- 
berg University, travelled across Russia, and a certain 
L.Joffe visited Lithuanian Jews. A number of foreign Zionist 
agitators made visits to Kishinev , Odessa, Nikolayev, Yeli- 
zavetgrad,Yekaterinoslav,Kremenchug, Poltava, Kharkov, Bel- 
gorod, Kiev, Gomel, Pinsk, Belostok, Brest-Litovsk, Minsk, 
Vilno and Dvinsk. The four members of the Executive Committee 
who were elected at the First World Zionist Congress active- 
ly disseminated propaganda among the Jews in Russia. 

How did the Zionist leaders intend to encourage the 
Jewish masses to emigrate to Palestine? Besides stirring up 
nationalism, they chose for this purpose the scarecrow of 
allegedly general and eternal anti-Semitism, which it was 
to the advantage of the Zionist leaders to advocate, al- 
though this may seem paradoxical. At the Council of Elders 

^See ibid., p.?2. 

26 See ibid., pp. 25-24. 
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of the First World Zionist Congress, Herzl announced with 
outspoken cynicism that "We need their (other nations’— 

A.P. ) anti-Semitism in order to control our lesser brothers"^ 

Pinsker devoted at least half of his book to substan- 
tiating the idea of the allegedly universal character of 
anti-Semitism. "The Jews", he wrote, "do in fact form an 
element alien to the nations among which they live, and 
cannot be assimilated by any nation, a circumstance which 
is intolerable to any nation." What is more, Pinsker called 

w -28 

all non-Jews enemies of the Jewish people outright. 

In short, in order to substantiate Zionist "theories" 
Pinsker tried above all to frighten the Jewish people with 
the ghost of "general and eternal anti-Semitism". Today 
Zionist leaders are repeating this absurd fable in a 
thousand different versions, a fable which, to use Herzl’s 
words, has proved useful "in controlling" the ordinary 
masses of the Jewish workers. 

But Herzl counted on anti-Semitism to encourage the 
Jewish masses to emigrate to a new land. In his Jewish 
State he wrote about this quite openly. "How can we make 
the Jewish masses move from their present homes to this 
new land (Palestine — A.P. ) without compelling them?", he 
inquired. And his answer was: "It is hardly any trouble to 
start up a movement. The anti-Semites will do it for us." 2 ^ 

Quite a few of the leaders of the world Zionist move- 
ment came from among the Zionists in Russia: Smo lens kin, 
Lilienblum, Mandelshtam, Chlenov, Syr kin, Usyshkin, Bruk, 
Zhabot insky and others. The writer V.Zhabotinsky extensive- 
ly disseminated the ideas of Zionism among Russian Jews, 
devoting a great many books and articles to these ideas. 

He organised the Zionist detachment sent with English 
troops to occupy Palestine, carried on negotiations with 
Petlyura and so on. 

Extracts from the Minutes of the First Zionist Congress . 

Moscow, 1917, p</H. 

28 L.Pinsker, op.cit., pp.5, 17, 19, etc. 

Theodor Herzl, Complete Works . Vol.1, pp. 128-^29* 
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The Zionist leaders readily sought audiences with 
"the powers that be" and, moreover, frequently with notor- 
ious anti-Semites. This same Herzl visited the German Kaiser 


Wilhelm II, and when the latter made a trip to Palestine 
in 1898, he hastened there and was favoured with a "kind 
conversation with the Kaiser, the content of which he 
announced to be a state secret". Through his friend VimbSry, 
a well-known traveller in Central Asia and an English 
secret service man, Herzl had a meeting with the Turkish 
sultan r Abdul Hamit, in 1901, and the latter even conferred 
an order upon him. 50 In 1903, Herzl visited Russia where he 
was received by that well-known executioner of the Russian 
and Jewish peoples, the tsarist Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Pleve, despite the fact that, according to Witte, "a tre- 
mendous pogrom (of the Jews) was carried out in Kishinev 
(in 1903) directly on the instructions of Pleve". After 
his meeting with Pleve, Herzl went to Kishinev itself, to 
the scene of the "tremendous pogrom " , but this did not seem 
to bother him or embarrass him in the least. After that he 
carried on a lively correspondence with pleve. 


Zionism was advertised by its leaders in every way 
possible as an exceptionally legal movement, which did not 
contradict the laws of any country. The preparatory 
committee of the First World Zionist Congress sent out 
special instructions to Zionists in all countries to the 
effect that: "All the proceedings at the Congress will be 
carried out openly, completely within the public eye. The 
discussions which are to take place will not be in contra- 
diction to the laws of any country and to our civil duties • 

We particularly guarantee that none of the judgements 
passed at the Congress will be against Russian laws.""* 2 
This idea was emphasised by the Zionist leaders many times 
over and testified directly to their attempts to live in 

50 See ibid., pp. 47-48; Zionism. A Study of the History of 
Its Development, pp.ld, 41. 

51 S. Witte, Memoirs . Moscow, 1960,Vol.3, p.327 (in Russian). 

52 Zionism. A 8tudy of the History of Its Development , p.16. 
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peace with ruling classes and governments and their refusal 
to struggle against the existing state system. 

The police department of Russia which was well-informed 
about the activities of Zionist organisations, noted that 
in Russia the Zionists organised two "censorship centres" 
(for the Zionist literature published in Russian in Yekate- 
rinoslav , and for that published in Yiddish in Odessa). 

"The reason for the establishment of the given centres", 
the department ascertained, "was the appearance of certain 
pamphlets on the question of Zionism and containing accounts 
of the congresses which did not satisfy the demands of the 
Zionist leaders and whose content threw light upon different 
aspects of the movement, which, according to its leaders, 
should not be given publicity. From this the main peculiar- 
ity of Zionism is yet again evident — some kind of 
reticence and an attempt to cover up matters in a form 
which hides their essence.""*^ 

The secret police department in tsarist Russia care- 
fully followed the development of the revolutionary move- 
ment among the Jewish population of the "Jewish pales". 

The notorious head of the secret police department in 
Moscow, Colonel Zubatov, decided to use his own method of 
struggle against the revolutionary movement among Jewish 
workers as well. At the end. of "1899 and the beginning of 
1900, he sent the captain of the gendarmerie to Minsk where 
the latter made numerous arrests among Jewish revolution- 
aries and later brought those arrested to Zubatov. After 
"int'i.mate" talks with the arrested and then correspondence 
with them, Zubatov succeeded in getting several people who 
were well known in Minsk for their revolutionary activities 
to become traitors. With the help of influential figures in 
the Minsk radical circles, such as N.Vilbushevich, Yu. Volin, 
Chemerissky and others, Zubatov 1 s so-called Jewish Indepen- 

55 Ibid., pp.40-41. 
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dent Labour Party was formed in Minsk. This party merely 
advocated an economic struggle with the employers and con- 
demned the political struggle against the tsarist govern- 

ment. 

Later on, similar Zubatov organisations were set up 
under different names in Odessa, Vilno, Kiev, Nikolaev and 
54 

Kharkov • 

M.Vilbushevich carried on a lively correspondence and 
visited not only Zubatov, but also Lopukhin, the head of the 
police department, and even Pleve himself. In 1918. Vil- 
bushevich's correspondence with Zubatov was published by 
P. Zaslavsky in the magazine Byloye ,^ but by that time Vil- 
bushevich was in the USA where she carried on Zionist 
activities and later she moved to Palestine to work in the 
Zionist colonies. 

This correspondence is interesting because it was 
Vilbushevich who gave Zubatov the idea of using Zionism in 
the interests of the tsarist autocracy, as something com- 
pletely harmless and even of advantage to it. In her letters 
to Zubatov she persistently stressed that "Zionism, in 
striving to return Palestine to the Jews, would abstain from 
the political struggle"."* 6 Zubatov seized upon this idea. 
n We must support Zionism", he wrote to St. Petersburg, 

"and generally play on the nationalist strivings of the 
Jews."-^ And the tsarist government did indeed "play on 
them". It not only allowed the lawful existence of Zionist 
organisations in Russia, but also permitted the All-Russia 
Congress of Zionists to be held in Minsk in August 1902. 

And later on Zionist congresses were likewise held in 
Finland and other places. 

^ See A.Morskoi, The Zubatov System, Moscow, 191 3 » 
pp. 108-124, 132-146 (in Russian). 

55 See Bvloye . March 1918, No. 3(31), pp.99-128. 

56 Ibid., p.120. 

57 Ibid., p.121. 
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At the same time under the influence of the Zubatov 
system, the so-called "workers* Zionism" began to develop 
in Minsk and the Jewish Party Poale Zion (Workers of Zion) 
was formed. Although the foundation congress of this party 
took place later, in Poltava in February 1906, according 
to the official history of the Poale Zion party put out by 
its Central Committee, it is clearly stated that "Poale 
Zionism came into being in Russia in 1 900-1 901 . A group of 
Jewish workers and intellectuals spoke in Minsk for the 
first time under that name".'® 

This is also mentioned in the letters, of Vilbushevich 
and Zubatov. At the end of 1900 she told the latter that 
"workers* Zionist circles had already been formed" in Minsk. 

And Zubatov immediately (in November 1900) informed the 
police departments "In order to create opposition to the 
revolutionaries, I have advised that propaganda amrtpg -fche 
Zionists be increased so that they pay attention to the 
workers out of philanthropy and wrest then out of the foul 
hands of the agitators. You can see from the illegal 
literature how much the revolutionaries are afraid of our 
tactics, the Zionists and the ideas of Bernstein."^ 

The Poale Zionism rapidly began to spread in the other 
towns of the "Jewish pales". By 1901-1902 the Poale Zion 
groups had already been formed in Yekaterinoslav, Odessa, 
Warsaw, Dvinsk, Vilno, Vitebsk and other towns. Then the 
Poale Zionist movement quickly spread to Austria (from 
1903) 9 the USA (from 1903) f Palestine (from 1905), England 
(from 1905) f Rumania (from 1905) f Argentina (from 1907), 
Bulgaria (from 1910) and other countries. As a result, the 
First V/orld Conference of the so-called World Jewish Social- 
ist Workers' Union — Poale Zion was convened in the Hague in 


From the History of the Party , published by the Central 
Committee of Poale Zion, Issue I, Moscow, 1924, p.21. 

^ Byloye . March 19I8, No. 3(31),. pp.120, 123. 
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1907. The Russian Poale Zioniatswith Borokhov as their 
leader played an important role . 

For the purpose of masking the spread of Zionism in 
the midst of the workers and Jewish working people in gener- 
al, the Poale Zionist organisations falsely called them- 
selves Socialist Workers' Organisations and the Russian 
Poale Zionists, tho Jewish Social-Democratic Workers’ 

Party— Poale Zion. Moreover, in order to attract Jewish 
workers into their ranks, the World Conference of Poale Zion 
in the Hague advanced two main tasks: firstly, the struggle 
to overthrow the capitalist system; and secondly, the 
’’territorial solution of the Jewish question by creating a 
democratic Jewish centre in Palestine”. In 1909, the concept 
"Palestine” was significantly extended with the words and 
neighbouring countries”. 41 (Here for the first time the 
expansionist strivings of the Zionist leaders were openly 
voiced.) 

The Poale Zionists were able to deceive the Jewish 
workers and poor loy means of rather gross falsification of 
Marxist teachings , which is obvious from the writings of 
that party’s theorist, B. Borokhov, and also from its 
programme which w.is officially approved by the Second 
Cracow Congress in August 1907. The Programme claimed that 
"the only way recognised by the party” was ”the class strug- 
gle of the Jewish proletariat in the ranks of international 
Social Democracy” . 42 The way in which the leaders of the 
party understood the class struggle can be seen from the 
pamphlet by B-Bo”okhov T The Class Struggle and the National 
Question . Dealing with all sides of the question of classes 
and the class struggle, productive forces and production 
relations, he abundantly cites the works of Marx, including 

4 ^ From the Hiat;ory of the Party , p.5* 

41 Ibidem. 

^ The Programme of the Jewish Social-Democratic Wo rkers’ 
Party (Poale Zion) , published by the Petrograd Committee 
of Poale Zion (year of publication not indicated), pp.2-2. 
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Capital . Then, as if proceeding from a Marxist position, 
he somewhat unexpectedly states: "It is common knowledge 
that that concept of class on which Marx leans in his 
investigations, is rather unstable and even inconsistent." 
And he writes rather hazily about the well-known Marxist 
concept of "class in itself” and "class for itself”, as 
if trying to confuse the reader. B. Borokhov needed all 
these verbal manipulations in order to substitute for 
class relations and the class struggle the nationalism 
which allegedly manifests itself in the fact that there 
is a continuous struggle between workers of different 
nationalities for the "worker's place". Moreover, some kind 
of "real nationalism” develops in the Jews which is only 
observed in "the progressive elements” among the Jews. 

"Real nationalism”, stated Borokhov, "is just that type of 
nationalism which does not obscure class consciousness." * * * 4 ^ 
Its purpose, according to the programme of Poale Zion was 
to obtain "territorial autonomy for the Jewish people in 
Palestine”. (And this is the core of the matter!) Once 
this aim is achieved, continued Borokhov, "the place of 
the former solidarity of national interests..., a forced 
and abnormal solidarity will be taken by healthy class 
structure and class struggle in a clearly expressed form”. 4 ^ 

With the help of these verbal, allegedly Marxist and 
Social Democratic, exercises, the programme of the party 
Poale-Zion and its Zionist leaders attempted to attract 
the working masses 'of the Jewish people to its side. 

The close ties between the petty-bourgeois Jewish 
parties and international Zionism are testified to by the 
fact that when at the beginning of the century the latter 
underwent an acute crisis for all the Zionists’ hopes for 

AZ 

y B. Borokhov, The Class Struggle and the National Question . 

Moscow, 1917, PP*3-9i 32 (In Russian) • 

J I 7| 

The Programme of Poale Zion , p.J. 

4 ^ B. Borokhov, op.cit., p.32. 
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Palestine unexpectedly cane cras hin g down because the 
Turkish sultan forbade the further emigration of Jews 
there, these parties (Poale Zion, first of all), also faced 
a lengthy period of crisis. They did not conceal this, how- 
ever. "The Sixth (World) Zionist Congress (1905) which led 
bourgeois Zionism to a crisis", we read in the official 
History of the Party , published by the Central Committee 
of Poale Zion, "brought Poale Zionism to ruin on the re- 
bound. The failure of the diplomatic plans with regard to 
Palestine put the Poale Zionist movement in a different 
position. . 

The upsurge in the revolutionary movement in Russia in 

1902-1903 and the approach of the first Russian revolution 

aggravated and complicated the crisis among the ranks of 

petty-bourgeois Zionism. According to the same History of 

the Party of the Poale Zion party, the ranks of Poale Zion 

47 

turned into a stormy sea in a flash. ' Endless discussions 
and dissention began and new petty-bourgeois Zionist parties 
made their appearance in Russia: some of the members of the 
Poale Zion left it and went over to the Bund, while the most 
healthy worker elements gravitated towards the RSDLP. 

In 1904, at the Congress in Odessa the so-called Jewish 
Zionist Socialist Workers’ Party, whose foundation congress 
was held in February 1905* broke away from Poale Zion.^ 8 
However, this party, just like Poale Zion^was only in favour 
of an economic struggle in Russia and its political aims were 
solely those of acquiring its own territory (preferably in 
Palestine) and of creating a Jewish state there. Like the 
bourgeois Zionists, it advocated the isolation of the Jewish 
workers, artisans and the Jewish poor from the Russian revo- 
lutionary movement, sowed hostility towards workers of other 
nationalities and disseminated the ’'ideas*' of class coopera- 
tion with the Jewish bourgeoisie and a class peace among the 
Jews. 

46 

History of the Party, p.26. 

U Itold. , p.31. 

40 Ibid., pp.7-8. 
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At the South-Western Conference in Berdichev in 
December 1905* following in the footsteps of the Zionist- 
Socialist Workers' Party, another petty-bourgeois Zionist 
party broke away from Poale Zion and called itself the So- 
cialist Jewish Labour Party (SJLP) This party finally be- 
came established in April 1906 and included a nation- 

alist Populist group of intelligentsia , Renaissance, which 
came into being in 1903*^ The SJLP established federal ties 
(a permanent bloc) with the Russian Socialist Revolution- 
aries, by means of whom it even joined the Second Interna- 
tional. M.Ratner (Borisov) and Kh.Zhitlovsky, a former 
member of Narodnaya Volya and a Socialist Revolutionary, 
became its leaders and theoreticians. In contradistinction 
to the Zionist Socialist Party which demanded that special 
territory should be allotted the Jews immediately, this 
party which was also Zionist, considered the question of 
the territory in Palestine merely as a question to be dealt 
with in the future , and meanwhile, under the influence of 
the first Russian revolution, advanced the demand for the 
national autonomy for the Jews in Russia, i.e. f the estab- 
lishment of extra-territorial Jewish parliaments (Sejms) 
which would be authorised to solve questions of the Jews* 
political structure in Russia independently. 

The Bolshevik Party headed by Lenin waged a consistent 
and determined struggle against the Zionists, especially 
against the petty-bourgeois Zionist parties, which attempted 
to stupefy the consciousness of the workers and of the Jewish 
working masses in general with the help of socialist phraseol- 
ogy. Thus, when the Zionist Socialists in an attempt to 
penetrate into the membership of the Second International and 
to cover up their aims, approached the Central Committee of 
the RSDLP before the Stuttgart Congress of the International 
(18-24 August, 1907), "asking to be admitted to the Social 
Democratic subsection of the Russian section of the Inter- 
national",^ they received a firm refusal as a party which 

49 Ibid., p.8. 

^^.I. Lenin, Collected Works . Vol.15» p.242. 
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had nothing in common with socialism* Then the Zionist 
Socialists complained to the International Socialist Bureau 
which sought a compromise by allowing the Zionist Social- 
ists to be present at the Stuttgart Congress in a consulta- 
tive capacity. Complete confusion resulted, about which 
Lenin wrote in his article "Meeting of the International 
Socialist Bureau".-^ This is why the question of the Zion- 
ist Socialists had to be dealt with again in September 
1907, already after the Stuttgart Congress, at a session of 
the International Socialist Bureau, of which Lenin was a 
member, representing the BSDLP. Here again Lenin firmly 
opposed the Zionist Socialists, as they had nothing in 
common with socialism. And even the chairman at the session, 
the well-known Austrian opportunist V. Adler, spoke against 
the Zionist Socialists becoming members of the International, 
and the Socialist Revolutionaries, who were known to usually 
support and form blocs with the various petty-bourgeois 
nationalist parties in Russia, were this time forced to 
abstain. Lenin considered it a mistake that the SJLP was 
given membership of the International, which the Socialist 
Revolutionaries arranged through their subsection.^ 2 

The subtly disguised Jewish nationalists as represented 
by the Bundists did particularly great harm to the Russian 
revolutionary movement, to the coordinated joint struggle 
against tsarism and the bourgeoisie. The Bund was created 
in 1897 , that is shortly after the First World Zionist 
Congress which was held in August 1897 . This party was not 
openly Zionist, however, all its activities in the ranks of 
the BSDLP did, so to speak, in fact oil the wheels of Zion- 
ism. It is interesting that the service rendered Zionism by 
the Bund was evaluated by the most double-dyed bourgeois 
Zionists. Thus, V . Zhabotinsky wrote in one of his numerous 
works: "I belong to the staunch and ardent supporters of 
the Bundists. I doubt very much that their acts have played 

See ibidem. 

5 2 Ibidem. 
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a particularly noticeable role in the destiny of Russia; 
but what interests me more as a Zionist, is the fate of the 
Jews, and with regard to them the role of the Bundists is 
tremendous.” And further: their activity ”will make it con- 
siderably easier for us to carry out the most extensive 
political tasks of Zionism. The Bundists have in general 
helped Zionism in many indirect ways: in particular, they 
...have gradually assisted us in finding the right way (of 
attracting the. Jewish proletariat to Zionism — A.P. ) . Thus, 
we owe the striking growth in Poale Zion partly to the 
Bund". 55 

Lenin called the Bundists who had put forward the 
slogan of the so-called ” cultural-national autonomy” for 
the Jews in Russia, refined nationalists and a "near-Marxist” 
party. ^ In fact, all the activities of the Bund were direc- 
ted at frustrating the struggle of Lenin and the Bolsheviks 
to create a single all-Russia proletarian party. The Bundists 
were actually agents of the bourgeoisie in Russia^ work- 
ers * movement . It is' no accident that on all the basic ques- 
tions they formed a bloc and acted together with the Men- 
sheviks. 

At the First Congress of the RSDLP in 1898, according 
to Lenin, "the Jewish proletariat was also represented by 
people who had not yet made their mark in economist, terror- 
ist, and nationalist waverings.^ At this Congress they ) 
obtained for themselves autonomy "in questions which spe- 
cially concern the Jewish proletariat”.^ However, at its 
own Fourth Congress which took place in April 1901 , the 
Bund passed a new resolution, demanding federal ties with 
the RSDLP in exchange for autonomy and the congress charged 
its Central Committee to realise this resolution at the 
forthcoming Second Congress of the RSDLP. At the same time, 

55 V. Zhabotinsky, On the Question of Our Political Platform . 

Kiev, 1906, p.4 (in Russian;. 

^ V. I. Lenin, Collected Works , Vol.19t pp.505* 

55 Ibid., Vol.6, p.324. 

56 The CPSU in Resolutions... , Part I, 7th edition .Moscow, 

1954» p.14 (in Russian). 
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the Bund claimed to be the sole representative of the 
Social-Democratic party in the Jewish workers' movement.^ 

There can be no doubt that the new manifestations of 
the nationalist strivings of the Bund were far from acciden- 
tal, if we recall that it was just at the beginning of the 
century that the Zionists began to particularly intensify 
their activities among the Jews living in the "Jewish pales'* 
(the establishment of the Zubatov Jewish Independent Workers' 
Party, the party of Poale Zion, the preparations for the 
All-Russia Congress of Zionists in 1902 and so on). At that 
time, ZioniBts of all shades increased the pressure they 
were exerting on the Bund, 

At the Second Congress of the RSDLP (July-August 1903) 

« the Blind put forward two lots of draft rules with regard to 
discussion of the position of the Bund in the Party, maximum 
rules and minimum rules. Lenin described them as an attempt 
by the Bund to begin unprincipled bargaining with the RSDLP, 
which he ridiculed sharply his article "Maximum Brazenness 
and Minimum Logic". "We vefy much fear", wrote Lenin, "that 
the Bundists do not quite realise all the 'beauty 1 of this 
maximu m and minimum. Why, how else can you haggle than by 
aski n g an exorbitant price, then knocking off 75 per cent 
and declaring, 'that's my last price'? Why, is there any 
difference between haggling and politics?" Lenin answered: 
"There is, gentlemen, we make bold to assure you, • • it is 
indecent to haggle over principles. "5® 

In a number of articles and speeches at the Second 
Congress Lenin subjected the nationalist, separatist 
of the Bund to severe criticism. And the Bund was not 
permitted to join the RSDLP. Only at the Fourth (Menshevik) 
Congress of the RSDLP in 1906 was the Bund again given 
membership of the RSDLP, where, as is common knowledge, it, 

57 

- o See V.I.Lenin, Collected Works . Vol.6, p,330. 
po Ibid., Vol.7 f pp. 60-61. 
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jointly with the Mensheviks, opposed Lenin and the Bolshe- 
viks, During the years of reaction and fresh revolutionary 
upsurge, the Bund took the stand of favouring liquidation- 
ism and struggle against the illegal revolutionary activit- 
ies of the Bolshevik party and was one of the initiators of 
the anti-Party Trotskyite liquidationist August bloc. During 
the First World War the Bund was among the s ranks of the 
fervent social-chauvinists # and then actively supported the 
counter-revolutionary Provisional Government and waged a 
struggle against the October Socialist Revolution. After 
the October Revolution, the leaders of the Bund, headed by 
Abramovich, fled abroad where they continued their dirty 
activities against the Soviet state. In particular, Abramo- 
vich and Martov set up and became the editors of a counter- 
revolutionary Menshevik Socialist Herald in Berlin in the 
1920s 9 or, as the paper was called in the Soviet press, 
the "Socialist Scandalmonger". Some of the ordinary Bun- 
dists, mostly workers who had been deceived, joined the 
Russian Communist Party or discontinued their political 
activities altogether. 

The parties we have dealt with were the main Jewish 
nationalist parties in Russia, from the openly reactionary 
Zionists to the Bund. After October Revolution and the 
establishment of Soviet power, all these parties, like the 
other bourgeois and petty-bourgeois parties, found they 
were back where they started and collapsed completely. The 
consistent Marxist-Leninist policy of the Soviet Union, 
including its nationalities policy, took the ground away 
from under their feet. Led into confusion by their leaders, 
the backward elements from among 'the workers soon became 
enlightened in the new circumstances obtaining and left 
these anti-popular parties. As a result the latter discon- 
tinued their activities and their leaders either went abroad 
or joined the White Guards in their struggle against Soviet 
power. 

As for the Jewish working people, they, like the other 
peoples of the former tsarist empire, have achieved social 
and national liberation and complete equality. 


SOME SPECIFICS OF ZIONISM IK THE USA 


Sergei SERGEYEV, Research Associate 

As the ideology, political practice and a system of 
the organisations of the Jewish big bourgeoisie, Zionism 
emerged on the international scene in the period of capital- 
ism's transition to the stage of imperialism and from the 
very outset it has been operating in alliance with the 
ruling circles of the major imperialist powers* During the 
past few decades international Zionism has been linked 
chiefly with US imperialism. The USA is not only the leading 
power in the alliance between imperialism and Zionism but 
also the major base of the Zionists, who exercise a marked 
influence on Washington's internal and external policies. 

In their activities the American Zionists rely on the 
Jewish monopoly bourgeoisie in the USA. The existence in 
the USA of the world's largest group of capitalists of 
Jewish origin, who place huge funds at the disposal of 
Zionists and powerfully influence them, is a key factor 
determi nin g the specifics of American Zionism. The Jewish 
big bourgeoisie in the USA is not a closed, isolated group; 
it is inseparably linked with the US monopoly circles. 

Their interests intertwine closely. Consequently, the 
Zionists are a dual force on the political scene: on the . 
one hand, they are spokesmen of the interests of one of the 
bourgeois groups in the USA that plays a significant role 
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among the dries determining US policy and, on the other, 
they are a wing of international Zionism that has close 
ties with its other contingents. An analysis of the growth 
and spread of Zionism in the USA and also of the basic 
orientations and methods of the American Zionists is a 
vital part of a study of the relationship between imperial- 
ism and international Zionism. 

By and large, socio-economic development in the USA 
in the 19th century favoured the assimilation of Jews. The 
formation of the American nation consisting of immigrants 
from many countries proceeded quickly. After the USA 
achieved independence the Jews received equal rights with 
other citizens. For that reason the USA seemed the 
"promised land" to many of the inhabitants of the Jewish 
ghettoes in Europe, where a mass movement for resettlement 
in the USA commenced. Until the beginning of the 19th cen- 
tury there were in the USA not more than 10,000 Jews, main- 
ly Serphardim, descendants of the Jews expelled from Spain 
and Portugal in the 15th-16th centuries; then followed a 
period of immigration of Jews from Germany, and at the 
close of the 19th century — from Eastern Europe. The Jewish 
population in the USA grew from 230,000 in 1880 to 3.400,000 
in 1917. 

The immigrants had difficulty in adapting themselves 
to the new conditions. Mutual-paid organisations and 
philanthropic institutions helping Jewish immigrants mush- 
roomed in the religibus communities. The majority of the 
immigrants, who knew neither the language, customs nor 
culture of America, adapted themselves more quickly to the 
American way of life with the assistance of these organisa- 
tions. At the same time, many of the Jewish societies 
combined, in their activities, the idea of Americanisation 
with the propagation of Jewish separatism, and this made 
its imprint on the entire process of the assimilation of 
Jews in the USA. A pertinent example is the founding of 
the B’nai B'rith Masonic order in 1843 by a group of Jewish 
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immigrants from Germany* 

Prom the mid-19th century onwards the Jewish bourgeois 
nationalists, under the guise of philanthropy, began to 
take steps to set up a Jewish community institutions con- 
sisting of immigrants and Americans of the Jewish faith 
(by the American Jewish community we mean a ramified net- 
work of closely linked religious, political, cultural, 
educational, philanthropic and other organisations uniting 
American citizens of Jewish origin)* The Jewish immigrants 
from different countries differed considerably from each 
other (the German Jew was frequently much closer to other 
immigrants from Germany than to American Jews — descendants 
of the Serphardim — or the Russian Jews). For that reason, 
in the formation of the community the accent was placed on 
the promotion of a special Jewish "subculture*' , on the in- 
culcation of a nationalistic world outlook* In most of the 
new community institutions the leadership was seized by 
members of the Jewish bourgeoisie, who had substantially 
strengthened their position in the US economy towards the 
close of the 19th century. 

The Jewish proletariat in the USA began to grow rapid- 
ly at the turn of the 20th century. Social differentiation 
in the American Jewish community was intensified and 
acquired acute forms. V.hile the bourgeoisie (mainly immi- 
grants from Germany) sought to consolidate their dominance 
in the community institutions, the hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants from Eastern Europe, who joined the army of the 
American working class, began to oppose the capitalists, 
including the Jewish capitalists, with a determination that 
increased in proportion to the growth of their class con- 
sciousness. (The growth of class contradictions in the Jewish 
community was fostered by the fact that Jewish entrepreneurs 
in New York and other eastern states frequently gave Jews 
employment , under the guise of philanthropy, at their fac- 
tories— mostly sewing and light industry enterprises— and, 

H ~ St ° ry 0f a tenant, 
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naturally, paid them a lower wage* For that reason Jews 
formed the majority in some of the trade unions in these 
industries). This active participation of American Jews in 
the working-class and socialist movement of the USA, in- 
cluding the movement against Jewish capitalists in the 
eastern states, seriously worried the Jewish bourgeoisie. 

The bourgeois nationalistic press began to speak in horror 
of a "class war among the Jews”. This was precisely the 
time when Zionism, the main ideological weapon of the 
American Jewish bourgeoisie and its principal means of 
achieving "olass peace” in the US Jewish community, began 
to spread in the USA. 

In order to impose its own ideology on the masses, the 
bourgeoisie sought to conceal its class aims and give them 
out as "common” aims. The slogan of "Unity of World Jewry 
Around Zion" , proclaimed by the Zionists in the epoch of 
capitalism* s transition to imperialism, was designed to 
protect the interests of the bourgeoisie and pursued the 
aim of splitting the working-class movement and subordina- 
ting the Jewish working people ideologically, politically 
and economically to their "own" bourgeoisie. The desire of 
the American Jewish bourgeoisie to grow as fully as possible 
into the American economy was in some measure hindered by 
the spread of anti-Semitism in the USA since the end of the 
19th century. Jewish bourgeois circles attributed this 
mainly to the massive Jewish immigration from Eastern 
Europe, alleging that these immigrants could not be assimila- 
ted in the USA. These circles regarded a halt to Jewish 
immigration to the USA and the redirection of this immigra- 
tion to some other country as the antidote to anti-Semitism* 
For that reason many Jewish bourgeois (who wanted "American- 
isation" for themselves) eagerly supported Jewish immigra- 
tion to Palestine as a means of resolving the "Jewish ques- 
tion" for Europe, but not for themselves. The Zionists in 
the USA by no means wanted to "return" to Palestine and 
never accentuated a personal aliyah. They consequently 
endeavoured to turn the flow of Jewish immigration to 
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Palestine and close the door for it to the USA. That ex- 
plains why the distinctions between the Zionists and the 
so-called Jewish bourgeois nationalists or "non-Zionists'* 
in the USA were never essential. 

The Federation of American Zionists, the forerunner of 
the present Zionist Organisation of America, was founded 
in 1898. Nearly IOC clubs, societies and circles of Jewish 
nationalists, belonging to the three main schools of 
American Zionism of those years, attended the first congress 
of that organisation that opened in New York on July 4, 

1898. There were members of the Hoveve Zion societies and 

2 

other groups of pre-Herzl Zionism, representatives of 
orthodox congregations and other adherenta of religious 
Zionism, and also followers of Theodor Herzl, leaders of 
the circles that appeared following the publication of his 
pamphlet Per Judenstaat in 1895* Herl's supporters, who 
spoke in the name of the Federation of New York Zionists, 
founded at the close of 1897, predominated at the congress. 
During its initial years the Federation of American Zionists 
had a membership that did not exceed 15,000.^ At the second 
congress of the World Zionist Organisation, which was 
attended by delegates of the Federation of American Zionists 
Herzl set Zionists the aim of "winning the Jewish communit- 
ies" of all countries. Eis American followers zealously got 
down to work. 

However, the Zionists encountered fairly strong oppo- 
sition. Zionism was opposed by many organisations of the 
Jewish working people and support for it was withheld by 

2 

The Hoveve Zion (Friends of Zion) movement, brought to 
the USA by immigrants from Bussia, demanded "Jewish 
national rejuvenation". Hoveve Zion clubs and societies, 
which spawned many of the future leaders of American 
Zionism, were founded in the 1880s in New York and other 
eastern cities of the USA. 

3 

P.Wiernick, History of the Jews in the United States. 

1912, Hew York, p.^37. "" 
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some bourgeois circles, including those who championed 
Reform Judaism and proclaimed the slogan "America is our 
Zion". Zionist ideas found no response among the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the Jewish community. In the USA, as in 
other countries, the Jews displayed an undisguised reluc- 
tance to settle in the Holy Land. Characteristically, in 
the period from 1900 to 1914 nearly 1,500,000 Jewish immi- 
grants went to the USA 2 * 4 and only a few people emigrated to 
Palestine from America. 

Prior to the First World War the foundations of a 
Zionist apparatus were built in the USA* a ramified system 
of organisations was set up, cadres were trained and con- 
tacts were established with the Jewish community and 
national American organisations. Zionist agents operated in 
cultural and educational institutions such as the Jewish 
Publication Society of America and the American Jewish 
Historical Society, and also in philanthropic organisations. 
Where they failed to win support for Zionist ideas they had 
recourse to roundabout tactics — political issues were 
removed from the agenda and prominence was given to demands 
for the promotion of Jewish culture, aid to the Jewish 
population living in poverty in Palestine, and so o,n. 

The noted American journalist Alfred M.Lilienthal 
wrote that for a long time the actual motivations of this 
movement were elegantly concealed and the word "asylum" 
was used officially where a "state" was meant. The seizure 
of Palestine, a Zionist leader noted "involved enormous 
difficulties" and it would be "inopportune to proclaim 
officially the re-establishment of the state as their 
goal".^ 

During the First World War, under the guise of taking 
part in a campaign in defence of the rights of Jews in 
Europe and Palestine, the Zionists were able to attract the 
attention of many Americans, who had until then remained 

4 M.Schappes, The Jews in the United States , New York, 1958, 

p.145. 

^Alfred M.Lilienthal, The Other Side of the Coin . New York, 

1965, p.15. 
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deaf to their appeals. Zionist slogans and terminology were 
adopted by most of the Jewish community institutions, aa, 
for example, in the case of the American Jewish Committee, 6 
which began to act in virtually a united front with the 
Zionists on many issues. By directing the sympathies of the 
Jewish community into the channel of support for the idea 
of a National Home in Palestine, the Zionists were able to 
secure the approval of this policy by the representative 
American Jewish Congress. 7 Obtaining freedom of action in 
the Jewish community, the Zionists began to style them- 
selves as representatives of all American Jews. 

With the weakening of contacts between individual 
contingents of international Zionism as a result of the 
world war, the American Zionists evolved their own theory 
adapted to the USA. In its final form the credo of American 
Zionism was formulated by one of its leaders, Louis Bran- 
deis. "Zionism is not a movement to remove all the Jews 
compulsorily to Palestine", Brandeis pointed out. "By 
supporting Zionism, an American Jew was not necessarily 
seeking to change his own home, but rather to win for Jews 
everywhere the freedom to make their home in Palestine or 
elsewhere. For Jews who did not wish to leave the United 
States, A Jewish state in Palestine would serve as a center 


In the American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, 
there were a few score of the most prominent figures 
among the American Jewish bourgeoisie, inclu ding Zionists. 
Although the Committee was officially proclaimed "non- 
Zionist", its programme mirrored the feeling of the 
nationalist elements in the Jewish community. This 
"respectable" organisation became the mediator in the 
relations between the two factions of the Jewish bour- 
geoisie — the Zionists and the protagonists of assimila- 
tion. 

The American Jewish Congress was founded at the close 
of 191 8. Some of its delegates were appointed by leading 
Jewish organisations, the rest were elected by the Jewish 
community at elections in which 335»000 people (approxim- 
ately 10 per cent of the Jewish population in the USA) 
took part. Jointly with the World Zionist Organisation, 
the Congress passed a decision to secure at the Paris 
Peace Conference recognition for "Jewish aspirations and 
historical rights in Palestine". 
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from which Jewish values radiate and as a spiritual force 
to preserve Jews from assimilation". He subtly resolved the 
question of dual loyalty, which had caused the American 
Zionists considerable trouble in the preceding years. 
"Multiple loyalties", he said, "are objectionable only if 
they are inconsistent. Every American Jew who aids in 
advancing the Jewish settlement in Palestine, though he 
feels that neither he nor his descendants will ever live 
there, will be a better man and a better American for 
doing so." 8 This platform received the full understanding 
of the American Jewish bourgeoisie. By removing from the 


agenda the question of a personal aliyah and giving 
prominence to a plan for the development of "Jewish nation- 
alism" in the Diaspora, this concept became fundamental 
throughout the consequent activities of the American 
Zionists. 


Zionist propaganda resulted in a considerable growth 
of the membership of Zionist organisations. For the first 
time the Zionist movement in the USA acquired a mass 
character. The Zionist organisations enrolled hundreds of 
thousands of members. During these years the Zionists 
received massive financial aid from the American Jewish 
big bourgeois — the Lehmans, the Schiffs, the Strauses, 
the Warburgs and others. The USA's entry into the First 
World War enhanced the prestige of the American Zionists 
among the ruling circles of that country, who were coming 
round to the belief that the creation of a Jewish National 
Home in Palestine under the leadership of the American 
Jewish bourgeoisie and, consequently, of the USA would 
contribute to their expansion in that region. In the USA 
the conditions thus began to take shape for the formation 
of a new and extremely influential centre of world Zionist 
activity. It should be noted that the American Zionists 
used their connections in the US Government to play a major 
role in the adoption of the Balfour Declaration, which 
g — 

Great Jewish Personalities in Modern Times . Clinton 

(Mass.), I960, pp. 308', 315 ’. 
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promised to set up a Jewish National Home in Palestine. 

In 1917 the news of the revolution in Russia caused 
considerable excitement in the American Jewish community. 
Most of the American Jews had come from Eastern Europe 
and they warmly welcomed the downfall of the Black Hundred 
tsarist regime. As was noted by the progressive American 
historian Ph.Phoner, among the Jewish working people there 
was a broad response to the movement of solidarity with 
Soviet Russia, but the rich Jews in the USA joined the 
other members of their class in actions against the Soviet 
Government. 9 10 * Many of the Zionist leaders played a prominent 
role in the anti— Soviet camp* Indicative in this respect 
ia that already then the Zionists launched a slander cam- 
paign against the Soviet Republic on the pretext of protect- 
ing Jews against the n anti-Semitism of the Bolsheviks' 1 . 

With the same malice the Zionists attacked the American 
Communists and other progressive elements in the USA. 

In June 1918 all the Zionist organisations were united 
in the Zionist Organisation of America that was founded on 
the basis of the Federation of American Zionists. The ZOA 
leadership was headed by supporters of Brandeis, who was 
elected honorary president. The Pittsburgh Programme 
adopted at a ZOA congress unambiguously demanded the crea- 
tion in Palestine not merely of a National Home but of a 
Jewish state. In order to attract the mass of Jewish working 
people the Pittsburgh Programme proclaimed that the new 
state would be established on cooperative principles and 
was given a Social-Democratic hue. While declaring that 

all the natural wealth and means of production would belong 

io • 

to the "whole people* f the Programme ignored the interests 
of the Arabs of Palestine, as though they did not exist at 
all. The "socialist” wording of the Pittsburgh Programme, 
designed to delude the Jewish working people, concealed the 

9 The Bolshevik Revolution. Its Impact on American Radicals . 

liberals and Labour. A Documentary Study. Edited by 

tfc.Phoner, Kew York, 1967, p.21. ^ 

1 0 

Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.II, p. 889 . 
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future policy of genocide towards the indigenous population 
of Palestine, a policy that sprang from the racist character 
and class essence of Zionism. 

By obtaining the League of Nation's recognition of the 
Balfour Declaration, securing the adoption in 1922 by the 
US Congress of the Lodge-Fish resolution, which approved 
that Declaration, and receiving access to Palestine the 
Zionists achieved their first political aim. The central 
question now was the practical seizure of Palestine — immi- 
gration to that country and the assumption of key positions 
in it. After the First World War the American Zionists made 
their first claims to the leadership of international Zion- 
ism, but at the time these claims received inadequate 
support: the isolationist foreign policy proclaimed by the 
USA to some extent complicated the position of the American 
Zionists. 

In the interval between the two world wars the American 
Zionists accentuated mainly questions linked with the crea- 
tion of a National Home in Palestine. As in previous years, 
there was only a meagre response to all their appeals for 
an aliyah. Characteristically, of the 2,000 Americans in 
the Jewish Legion during the First World War, less than 
500 remained in Palestine. Altogether, in the period from 
1919 and 1939 4,300 people went to Palestine from the USA 11 
and many returned. The Zionists were much more successful 
in the financial field. Set up with the backing of the 
American Jewish monopoly bourgeoisie, the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, Karen Hayesod (Palestine 
Fund), the Jewish National Fund and, lastly, the United 
Palestine Appeal, which in 1929 became the main organisa- 
tion collecting funds for Zionist purposes, played the 
major role in financing the Zionist venture in Palestine. 

In the 1930s the Zionists stepped up their propaganda 
campaign, making wide \kse of the fascist threat in Europe. 

By that time the long years of Zionist activity in the 


11 Ibid., Vol.I, p.26. 
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Jewish community had begun to bear fruit. The Zionist 
historian Herbert Parzen noted with satisfaction: "Under 
the influence of Zionism Jewish education received a pro- 
Ziouist character, the Hebrew movement expanded, and the 
Yiddish press gradually shifted its emphasis from socialism 
to Zionism. Numerous youth groups were formed to spread the 
Zionist' idea among Jewish college students and other Jewish 
young people. Zionism penetrated the large Jewish religious 
organisations and brought about an outspokenly Zionist, or 
at least pro- Zionist, reorientation in the Orthodox and 
Conservative trends of American Judaism angL substantially 
influenced the Reform movement... The establishment of the 
expanded Jewish Agency for Palestine secured the participa- 
tion of notable and wealthy American non- Zionist Jewish 

leaders for the economic upbuilding and political support 
12 

of the Yishuv. Outside the Jewish community, Zionists 
played an increasing role in influencing American public 
opinion and the United States government."^ 

The Zionists adopted an extremely equivocal attitude 
to fascism in Europe, that was imperilling the lives of 
millions of Jews. In words they posed as champions of the 
Jews but in fact the Zionist leadership undertook the shame- 
ful mission of using that situation to "channel" Jewish immi- 
gration. The journal Freeland Kagazinfe in September 1962 
stressed the fatal role played by Zionist leaders in the 
1950s and 1940s. Instead of doing everything possible to 
3ave the Jews, they made use of all their financial and 
secret connections to sabotage any attempts to remove the 
Jews from Europe. They declared that Palestine should 
become the only home for the Jews. Pressured by the Zion- 
ists, the US Secretary of the Interior, Harold L.Ickes, 
opposed the settlement of Jewish refugees from Europe in 
Alaska. Morris Ernst, a leading liberal lawyer, reported 
that the Zionists were subverting President Roosevelt's 
T5 ■— 

The Jewish population of Palestine prior to the forma- 
tion of the State of Israel. 

Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.II, p.1167. 
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project for the creation of a kind of world sanctuary for 
refugees because this project represented an alternative to 
Palestine. Roosevelt told Ernst: "We can f t put it over be- 
cause the dominant local Jewish leadership of America won't 
14 

stand for it..." 

Beginning with the Second World War, Zionism evolved 
into a powerful factor on the American political scene. 

This was due to the following reasons: first, a ramified 
network of Zionist organisations had been set up in the 
preceding years, and the leadership of the main institutions 
of the Jewish community had been taken over by protagonists 
of political Zionism, as a result of which during the war 
the Jewish community was almost entirely controlled by the 
Zionists; second, the annihilation by the fascists of 
millions of innocent people, including Jews, shocked 
Americans, and this was utilised by the Zionists who posed 
as the sole representatives of American Jewry and were thus 
able to enlist the support of large sections of American 
society; third, international Zionism's orientation towards 
Britain weakened on account of the diminishing influence 
of the British Empire and the flirtation of the British 
colonial authorities with Arab feudal circles, with the 
result that Zionism reoriented its policy and offered to 
ally itself with US imperialism as the obvious claimant 
to world supremacy; fourth, and principally, the Zionists 
strengthened their position still further in the US ruling 
6lite, where they had earlier enjoyed substantial influence. 
The Middle East was becoming one of the main directions of 
expansion by the American monopolies. The strategic signif- 
icance of that region increased in US imperialism's postwar 
plans. For that reason some circles in the USA were interes- 
ted in close cooperation with the Zionists, in using them 
for their imperialist purposes in the Middle East. This 
predicated the broad support that Zionist activity received 

14 Alfred M.Lilienthal, op. cit., pp. 21-22. 
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Ln the USA from influential circles that determined US 
policies. The Extraordinary Zionist Committee, which was 
vested with considerable powers, was formed in 1939. This 
committee consisted of the leaders of the major Zionist 
organisations in the USA and also of the WZO representative 
Nahum Goldman. It operated in close contact with the leaders 
of the European Palestine centres of Zionism, including 
Chaim Weizmann and David Ben-Gurion. Rabbi Abba H. Silver, 
who was simultaneously President of the Zionist Organisa- 
tion of America, gradually became the principal figure on 
that committee. American historians note that it was Silver 
who "rejected the traditional Zionist orientation on British 
power and reoriented the movement on the new superior power 
of the United States". 1 ^ 

Initially the American Zionists concentrated on 
pressuring Britain, demanding that she lift the restrictions 
on immigration to Palestine. Although the committee spoke 
much of the sufferings of European Jews, making political 
capital out of this, it did practically nothing for them. 

On one occasion Silver frankly declared: "... it should be 
clearly understood by everyone... that the rescue of a 
certain number of refugees, however vital and urgent, is 
not Zionism and that the clear purpose of Zionism was and 
is to give the Jewish people the status of a nation". ^ 

In the early 1940s the American Zionist leaders decided 
that the time had come to achieve that aim. A conference of 
American Zionists was convened in New York’s Biltmore Hotel 
in May 1942. The Biltmore Programme, adopted by that con- 
ference, became the platform of world Zionism following its 
approval by the World Zionist Organisation. In the section 
on the establishment of a Jewish state, this programme 
demanded that "the gates of Palestine be opened; that the 
Jewish Agency be vested with control of immigration into 
Palestine and with the necessary authority for upbuilding 

1 5 

M.Schappes, op.cit.., p.252. 

16 Alfred M.Lilienthal, op.cit., p.16. 
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the country... and that Palestine be established as a 

Jewish Commonwealth". 1 ^ In 1943 the Zionists held the 

1 8 

American Jewish Conference, which approved by a majority 
the basic points of the Biltmore Programme. 

This was followed by a broad Zionist campaign of 
pressure on American public opinion and the Government in 
order to obtain Washington’s support for the solution of 
the Palestine question. This campaign received the full 
understanding of certain influential political circles, 
who saw in the Zionist plans a splendid opportunity for 
strengthening the USA’s position in the Middle East. These 
circles joined in the campaign with no less zeal than the 
Zionists themselves, and even set up extremely active pro- 
■Zionist organisations to support the Zionist plans. In this 
connection Alfred M.Lilienthal wrote: "For just as all 
Jews are not Zionists, so all Zionists are not Jews. 
Christian Zionists have been an essential part of this 
closely-knit, well-financed and efficiently run movement" 

which controls American public opinion and dominates 

19 

American media of information. 

The American Palestine Committee, which had been active 
since the beginning of 1941, became the main non-Jewish 
Zionist organisation. Within a few months it was joined by 
700 prominent politicians, including three ministers of the 
Roosevelt Administration and nearly 300 Congressmen. The 

Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.I, p.293» 

This conference was sponsored by the Zionists and 
their B’nai B’rith allies. Essentially speaking, the 
leaders of the non-Zionist organisations surrendered 
to the Zionists, making a reservation only about the 
conference’s temporary status, because what worried 
them most was the preservation of their own independence. 
As a result, only a few delegates voted against the 
Zionist resolution. This enabled the Zionists to speak 
on behalf of over two million people, who were alleged- 
ly represented at the conference. 

19 Alfred M.Lilienthal, op.cit., p.4. 
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committee had branches in all the large American cities. 

It acted jointly with the Christian Council on Palestine, 

which united over 2,000 priests. The American Christian 

20 

Palestine Committee, with a membership of 20,000, was 
formed in 1946 on the basis of these organisations. Con- 
siderable notoriety was won in the USA also by the American 
League for a Free Palestine, whose activities were directed 
by revisionist Zionists. This League organised a campaign 
in support of Zionist underground terrorist gangs that 
operated against the Arab population of Palestine and the 
British administration. 

The results of Zionist pressure began to be increasing- 
ly felt in the foreign policy programmes of the two major 
bourgeois parties in the USA. In the election programme 
passed at the Democratic Convention in 1944 it was stated: 
"We favour the opening of Palestine to unrestricted Jewish 
i m mi gration and colonisation and such a policy to result in 
the establishment there of a free and democratic Jewish 
Commonwealth." An analogous attitude was adopted by the 
Republican Party. At the 1944 elections the Democratic and 
‘Republican candidates sought to outvie each other in pro- 
Zionist pronouncements in order to win Jewish votes. It was 
no accident that after the Second World War the Zionist 
viewpoint was mirrored also in the pronouncements of the 
US Congress on questions of US Middle East policy. Moreover, 
the Zionists obtained the support of the trade unions, in 
which they held important posts. In 1944 a congress of the 
American Federation of Labour approved the establishment in 
Palestine of a free and democratic state. A similar resolu- 
tion was passed at the Congress of Industrial Organisations. 
The American Histadrut (General Federation of Israel) Trade 
Union Council, 22 consisting of almost all the American 


Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol. II, p.1169. 
Near East Beport . June 7, 1972, p. 106. 

Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol. I, p.29. 
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trade union leaders, was formed in 1945. The AFL and 
CIO leaders William Green and Philip Murray were elected 
honorary chairmen of the Council. 

With the termination of the war the Zionist campaign 
reached unprecedented proportions. The membership of the 
Zionist organisations swelled from 400,000 in 1940 to 
1,000,000 in 1948. The demonstrations, petitions, rallies 
and meetings and the propaganda pronouncements in the 
press became a major factor of American political life 
that could not be ignored by the US Government. In mapping 
out and implementing their policy in the Middle East the 
US ruling circles, naturally, within the framework of 
their fundamental foreign policy doctrine, unquestionably 
take the "special" interests of the American Zionists into 
account. This was eloquently demonstrated during the 
partitioning of Palestine and the establishment of the 
State of Israel. 

Zionism became an extremely influential political 
factor in the USA after it had, ifiTst, proved to Washington 
that it was useful in the struggle against the revolutiona- 
ry movement and, second, when the Middle East become a key 
direction of US expansion. While championing Israeli 
ruling circles, the American Zionists help to subordinate 
the policy of that country to US requirements. The role 
of the American Zionists as a major link in the alliance 
between imperialism and Zionism has grown on account of 
the fact that American Zionism is the strongest and most 
reliable bulwark of the Israeli regime and its policy, a 
bulwark without which that regime could hardly exist. 

Four main directions can be distinguished in the 
activities of the American Zionists over the past 25 years: 
all-out financial and moral assistance to the government of 
Israel; indoctrination of American public opinion in a 
Zionist spirit; direct contacts with US policy-making 


23gee H.Lumer, "Zionism and Anti-Semitism in the USA , 
SShA: ekonomika. politika. l deologlya , Ho. 9. 1970, p.29 


circles with the purpose of coordinating concrete action 
by the USA and Israel; anti-Sovietism and anti-communism. 

In the USA the Jewish community, which is headed by 
Zionists or their supporters, is the main base of Zionism. 
Today not only the Zionist organisations but the over- 
whelming majority of the Jewish community's religious, 
philanthropic, cultural, educational and other institutions 
have officially adopted Zionist dogmas in their programmes. 
They take part in collecting funds for Israel and play an 
active role in all pro-Israel and anti-Soviet campaigns. 

In view of the unbridled chauvinistic propaganda and direct 
pressure on dissidents, few American Jews have the possibil- 
ity of openly declaring their opposition to Zionist ideology 
and policy. On this point Alfred K.Lilienthal notes: "Today, 
Jews in many places find themselves barred from clubs, golf 
clubs, synagogues and social centres if they resist the 
'philanthropic* assessment set for them... In the United 
States, control only a shade less totalitarian rules the 

Oh 

Jewish communities." 

An extremely important feature of Zionist activity, 
which largely explains the influence exercised by the 
Zionists, is the diversity of their political means and 
methods, expressed in a differentiated approach to the 
different strata of the Jewish community and the entire 
population of the USA. In the American Zionist movement 
there are several trends specialising in brainwashing the 
corresponding circles in keeping with the specifics of 
these circles. All the American Zionist organisations opera- 
te in a single front within the framework of the Federation 
of American Zionists, which was set up in 1970 on the basis 
of the American Zionist Co mmi ttee that had been functioning 
since 1939. Another major Zionist centre is the National 
Conference of Soviet Jewry. 


Alfred IS. Lilienthal, op.cit., p.23. 
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One of the largest trends is represented by so-called 
general Zionism that is oriented towards broad sections of 
the Jewish bourgeoisie and intelligentsia and has close 
connections with the bourgeois parties in Israel. To this 
trend belong the Zionist Organisation of America and the 
Women's Jewish Organisation (Hadassah) . The ZOA is the 
oldest and one of the most influential Zionist organisations 
in the USA. It has about 100,000 members and mirrors the 
feeling of conservative cirdles among the American Jewish 
bourgeoisie, who in recent years have been drawing ever 
closer to other American reactionaries. While giving its 
full support for Israel's aggressive foreign policy, the 
ZOA adopts a reactionary stand not only on questions of 
a Middle East settlement but also on such issues as Soviet- 
US relations. It maintains contact with the US State Depart- 
ment, Congress and many politicians and US monopoly 
representatives, and receives from the Pentagon lists of 
demobilised American Jewish servicemen in order to recruit 
them for Israel through its military department. 

After the Second World War, Hadassah, which has over 
300,000 members, became one of the largest Zionist organisa- 
tions in the USA. It does not confine its activities to the 
women in the Jewish community and seeks to influence the 
families of American Jews. However, it concentrates on 
using the political activity of housewives. It was no 
accident that following the establishment of the State of 
Israel it was able to restructure its activities earlier 
than the other organisations. On the one hand, it began 
giving more attention to various questions of the life of 
the American Jewish community and to US internal political 
problems and, on the other, stepped up the publicity of its 
activity in Israel (aid for medical services, children's 
and educational institutions, and so on). Today Hadassah 
plays an appreciable role on the American political scene, 
frequently acting jointly with liberal organisations in 
which it conducts Zionist propaganda, calling for pro- 
Israel actions and even pressure on Congress and the 
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Administration in order to increase political, economic 
and military aid to Israel. Moreover, it is endeavouring 
to involve American liberals in provocative actions "in 
defence of Soviet Jews". 

The American Zionists are contributing much to the 
attempts to split the working-class movement. Their sub- 
versive activities are to.some extent facilitated by some 
specifics of the American labour movement, notably the 
existence of national groups (German, Italian, Polish, 
Finnish, Russian, Ukrainian and so on), uniting immigrants 
who are members of workers* and socialist organisations. 
National differentiation, specific of the US labour move- 
ment in the early 20th century, has had an extremely adverse 
effect on organisations representing Jewish working people, 
who in protecting some or other degree of exclusiveness and 
autonomy in questions affecting the condition of the Jewish 
working class, gradually slid into pro-Zionist positions. 
Bund-type errors in the national question had fatal con- 
sequences for many progressive Jewish organisations. 

As early as 1905 Lenin showed that concessions to 
nationalism inevitably lead to a complete subversion of 
working-class unity. "Once it has stepped on to the inclined 
plane of nationalism", he wrote, "the Bund (if it did not 
wish to renounce its basic mistake) was naturally and 
inevitably bound to arrive at the formation of a particular 
Jewish party... He who says _A must say B; one who has adop- 
ted the standpoint of nationalism naturally arrives at the 
desire to erect a Chinese Wall around his nationality, his 
national working-class movement; he is unembarrassed even 
cy the fact that it would mean building separate walls in 
each city, in each little town and village, unembarrassed 
even by the fact that by his tactics of division and dis- 
memberment he is reducing to r«} the great call for the 
rallying and unity of the proletarians of all nations, all 
races and all languages 

25 V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Moscow, Vol.6, pp.520-521 
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The fact that many American Jewish workers* organisa- 
tions did not have a class approach to Zionism enabled the 
bourgeois nationalists to seize the initiative in the 
struggle for the Jewish masses, first to slow down the 
spread of socialist ideas among them and then to impose 
upon them their ideology in the shape of "workers* Zionism". 
According to the "workers* Zionism” theories, the full eman- 
cipation of the Jewish proletariat can only be attained in 
their "own” national state. Consequently, the Jewish 
workers were allegedly interested in the establishment of 
such a state in Palestine and, to achieve this goal, had 
to cooperate with the capitalist philanthropists, without 
whose help that state could not be established. Under these 
conditions, naturally, the class struggle was "postponed" 
until better times. 

Such was the platform of Poale Zion, the Zionist 
Social-Democratic Party, that began to function in the USA 
in 1903. Its activities were not confined to subversion in 
Jewish workers' organisations. It participated energetical- 
ly in election campaigns, and was active in American so- 
cialist trade union, educational and cultural organisations, 
pressing them to halt their criticism of Zionism and adopt 
a neutral or pro-Zionist stand. It must be emphasised that 
the "workers' Zionists" very quickly began to form a bloc 
with the Right-wing Socialists and reactionary trade union 
leaders, and subsequently inflicted no little harm on the 
then young Communist Party of the USA. Ultimately, it 
joined the Right wing of the American labour movement. 

The "workers ' Zionists" succeeded in enlisting to their 
side a considerable section of the American trade union 
movement. Here an important part was played by the Histad- 
rut Campaign (national workers* committee in support of 
the Jewish organised labour movement in Palestine) that 
was set up in 1924 with the participation of the "workers' 
Zionists" and the United Hebrew Trades of New York. This 
organisation pursued the following aims: every possible 
financial and moral assistance to Histadrut, especially in 
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attracting new immigrants; the establishment of contacts 
with American and Canadian trade unions; the enlistment of 
the support of American trade unions and all other liberal 
groups. 26 Another channel for Zionist penetration into the 
US labour movement was the Right-wing Social-Democratic 
Jewish Workers* Committee, which united a number of trade 
unions, had a considerable Jewish stratum, and was led by 
Zionist supporters. The Jewish Workers* Committee won con- 
siderable influence in the AFL-CIO. 

Today the "workers ••Zionists” are strengthening their 
links with reactionary trade union leaders through whom 
they are trying to obtain more AFL-CIO support for Israel 
and involve the trade unions more widely in anti-Soviet 
actions. For this purpose in 1971 they set up the Worker 
Zionist Alliance consisting of Poale Zion, League for 
Labour Israel, the Pioneer Women 2 ? and the youth Ihud 
Habonim. According to D. Shapiro, President of the Worker 
Zionist Alliance, that organisation has 155,000 members. 

Zionism *s links with Judaism are well known. As Zionism 
developed in the USA the synagogue becomes one of the Zio- 
nist bastions in the American Jewish community. Matters have 
reached a point where the synagogues openly sell Israel 
state bonds and conduct regular and ” emergency” fund collec- 
tion drives for Israel. In view of the fact that approximate- 
ly half of the American Jewish families belong to synagogues, 
it is not difficult to understand why the Zionists attach so 
much importance to close contact and united action with the 
religious circles of the Jewish community. As early as the 
19 JOs the American Zionists secured the support of all the 
leading Judaistic organisations, including the reformist 
organisations, which had for many years propagated assimila- 
tion and were opposed to Zionism. 28 In order to strengthen 
55 

^ Encyclopedia of Zioni sm and Israel . Vol.I, p.508. 
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J. Harden, American Judaism. Chicago, 1970, pp. 105-108. 
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the links between Zionism and Judaism in the USA a number 
of "religious Zionist” organisations were set up. These 
are oriented towards religious people, chiefly people 
holding orthodox religious views, because Zionist ideas 
had the largest response among these sections. It is 
indicative that back in 1898, when the Federation of 
American Zionists was founded, seven of its ten vice- 
presidents were rabbis, of whom four were of the orthodox 
denomination. Later, in 1911* the jyiizrachi was set up in 
order to attract ultra-orthodox circles who were dissatis- 
fied with the secular character of the Zionist movement. 
Mizrachi's programme stated that it considers "the existence 
of the Jewish people dependent on the observance of the 
Torah and the tradition, the fulfilment of the commandments, 
and the return to the land of the Fathers**. 2 ^ The Reform 
Rabbis Stephen Wise and Abba H. Silver headed the largest 
American Zionist organisations, and in addition. Wise held 
the post of Secretary for English-Speaking Countries in the 
World Zionist Organisation for many years.^ 0 Yielding to 
Zionist pressure, Reform Judaism gradually recognised the 

basic concepts of Zionism, this being recorded by the 

31 

Central Conference of American Rabbis in 1937* A new 
trend of Judaism that appeared in the USA in the interval 
between the world wars and known as "reconstructionism” 
also bore the imprint of Zionism. Its founder M.Caplan 
proclaimed Judaism a "civilisation” and in effect included 
all the basic tenets of Zionism in his teaching. >2 Caplan 
himself was active in the Zionist movement. Today the 
largest organisation of the "religious Zionists” is the 
Poale Agudath Israel of America, which is oriented towards 

^ Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.II, pp« 792,793* 
2 Q Ch. Madison. Eminent American Jews. 1776 to the Present .New 
York, 1970, p.241. 

21 Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.I, p.49. 

2 2 American Jewish yearbook 1970 t New York, 1970, p.18. 
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religious young people, the Misrachl women's organisation 
and the Religious Zionists, which together have several 
tens of thousands of members. 

Over the past few years the "religious Zionists" have 
not only been brainwashing American Jews but making every 
effort to line up support among Christian religious organisa- 
tions. In 1972 they set up the National Interreligious Con- 
sultations on Soviet Jewry, an organisation that included 
representatives of the Protestant (including Negro) , Cathol- 
ic and Orthodox churches of the USA, for anti-Soviet activ- 
ities . 33 

A new Zionist trend called "revisionism" began to 
spread in the USA in the 1920s. The "revisionist Zionists" 
accused the leaders of the old Zionist organisations of 
inertness and demanded the earliest fulfilment of the 
"Herzl behest". Their programme, proclaimed by the move- 
ment's founder and leader V.Jabotinsky , contained four 
basic provisions for the establishment of a Jewish state 
in Palestine: "First, the creation of a Jewish majority on 
both sides of the Jordan; secondly, the establishment of a 
Jewish state in Palestine on the basis of reason and 
justice and in the spirit of the Torah; thirdly, the 
repatriation to Palestine of all the Jews who wish to be 
repatriated there; fourthly, the liquidation of the 
Diaspora." Further, the "revisionists" urged the immediate 
formation of secret military organisations for the armed 
"liberation" of Palestine . ^The Jabotinsky programme 
brought the basic tenets of Zionism to a logical cu l m in ation 
as a racist ideology. Anticipating the Israeli rulers' 
present policy of aggression, "revisionism" set its. hopes 
on armed force as the means of establis hin g that state. 

The rabidly reactionary ideological position and the 
political practice of the "revisionists" provide full 
grounds for calling them a semi— fascist wing of Zionism. 

33 Time . April 10. 1972, p.56* 

3^ Knf.yr.lonedia of Zionism and Israel, Vol.II, p.8J6. 
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Although they have never played the premier role in the 
Zionist movement, they enjoy considerable influence over 
the "respectable" trends in Zionism. Suffice it to cite the 
example of the Jewish Defence League, formed by Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, a Jabotinsky follower, which directed the Zionist 
anti-Soviet campaign and remains Zionism's assault force. 

Anti-Sovietism is steadily forging into the forefront 
of the activities of the American Zionists. In the press 
and other US mass media, where the Zionists are strongly 
entrenched, lies about the "persecution of Soviet Jews" 
alternate with defamation of the Soviet Union. This propa- 
ganda campaign is headed and directed by the National 
Conference of Soviet Jewry that was set up in 1966. 
addition to Zionists, its members include leading Jewish 
societies that are formally not regarded as Zionist: B’nai 
B’rith, the American Jewish Committee, the American Jewish 
Congress, the Jewish Workers' Committee, the National Coun- 
cil of Jewish Women, the Jewish War Veterans, and so on. 
These organisations have for years been functioning on the 
basis of Zionist programmes and dogmas: recognition of the 
exclusiveness of "world Jewry", "Israel's central place 
in the life of world Jewry" and so forth. 

Walter Lacqueur, who is known for his anti-Soviet 
activities and close ties with the Zionists, admits that 
"while American Jewry has given invaluable political and 
financial help to Zionism and Israel, only a few American 
Jews have in fact settled in Israel, much to the disappoint- 
ment of Israeli leaders". 35 The facts show that whereas 
approximately 150,000 Jews immigrated to the USA in 1944- 
1965, only 12,000 went to Israel from the USA and Canada 
in 1948-I 967. 56 Even after the 1967 war, when agitation for 
an aliysh reached a high pitch among American Jews and the 

35 Co"™<™*Bry . February 1971, P«43» 

36 The Jewish Com™ ^ities of the World, London, 1971, p.52; 

Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel , Vol.I, p.<V. 
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US Supreme Court handed down decisions allowing American 
immigrants to Israel to hold dual citizenship 9 the Zionist 
recruiters had little success. Until the close of 1971 only 
28,700 persons went to Israel from the USA,"' 7 and of these 
between 50 and 40 per cent returned. By whipping up the 
campaign in "defence of Soviet Jews", who allegedly wish 
"to return to their homeland" , the American Zionists are 
trying to pay their "debt to world Zionism". Noting this, 
Alfred M.Lilienthal writes that American Zionists are 
strongly involved in returning others to Israel. It is now 
more correct than ever to define a Zionist as a Jew who 
gives money to another Jew in order to send a third Jew to 
Izrael.^ 8 This provocative "defence of Soviet Jews" pursues 
the objective of undermining the cohesion of Soviet society 
as part of the overall strategy of anti-communism and 
enlisting cannon fodder for the struggle against the nation- 
al liberation movement in the Middle East# 

The reactionary character of Zionist activity in the 
USA manifests itself not only in foreign policy but also 
on the American internal political scene. The Zionists 
actively use their connections with many liberal and 
radical American organisations to split the democratic 
movement in the USA. The Zionist-controlled American Jewish 
Congress and the Anti-Defamation League are conducting 
propaganda in the civil rights movement in order to gain 
the support of the Black leaders for Israel. Instead of 
effectively combating American racists, the Anti-Defamation 
League hurls abuse at people who venture to make the least 
criticism of Israeli policy, accusing them of anti-Semitism 
and fascism. A striking example is a "research" by A. Foster 
and B. Einstein headed The New Anti-Semitism and published 
in 1974 under the aegis of the Anti-Defamation League. 
Generally speaking, the attempts to equate anti-Zionism with 
anti-Semitism is a highlight of Zionist propaganda. 

^ Time , April 10, 1972, p*56. 

See Alfred M.Lilienthal, op.cit., p.55« 
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In recent years the Zionists have done much to split 
the anti-war forces. For this purpose they are making 
wide use of the question of the attitude to Israel After 
1967 many Jewish organisations gave their backing to the 
"Vietnamisation" of the war in Indochina. H.Torczyner, 
former President of the Zionist Organisation of America, 
openly urged American Jews to support the aggression in 
Indochina in order to sustain pro-Israel feeling among the 
US ruling circles. 

The Zionists are heavily undermining the American 
youth movement as well by forcing the idea of "preserving 
Jewish values" on Jewish radical students and diverting 
their attention from the main problems of the American 
youth. They have set up many youth groups that are trying 
to prove that Zionism is "revolutionary" and depict it as 
almost a "Jewish national liberation movement". The Journal 
Commentary , published by the American Jewish Committee, 
wrote that politically these groups are conducting a 
purposeful counteroffensive against anti-Israel sentiments 
in the New Left circles.^ 

The main specifics of Zionist activity in the USA are 
thus: alliance with US imperialist interests, the striving 
to combine Jewish chauvinism with "100 per cent American- 
ism" ; a differentiated approach to the various social 
groups in the American Jewish community; broad contacts 
with diverse forces (from Ultra-Eight to Left radical) on 
the American political scene; divisive activities in the 
democratic movement. Having seized almost complete control 
of the American Jewish community, the Zionists are making 
active use of its institutions. 

Today Zionism is an influential force on the American 
political scene. Acting in close contact with other groups 
of the American bourgeoisie, the Zionists personify the 
most reactionary forces of monopoly capital. Zionism f s 

^ See Commentary , February 1971 , p.52. 
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alliance with these reactionary forces gives the Zionists 
substantially greater possibilities of influencing 
Washington’s policies. Of course, these possibilities 
should not be overrated. As the journal Comment ary wrote 
in December 1970, the "sentiment of the American Jewish 
community, no matter how strongly pressed, will influence 
American foreign policy only to the extent that it does 
not make any substantial difference to what are otherwise 
considered the best foreign policy interests of the United 
States". 40 

The anti-communism and anti-Sovietism of the Zionists 
are making them the natural ally of imperialism in the 
global struggle between the forces of progress and reaction. 
The mounting reactionary and chauvinistic character of 
international Zionism is encountering a certain measure 
of resistance from US public opinion. The Communists of the 
USA are in the front ranks of the opposition to Zionism. 
G.Hall, H.Lumer, V.Perlo and other leaders of the Communist 
Party of the USA have convincingly criticised the theory 
and practice of American Zionism, laying bare the reaction- 
ary substance of its anti-Soviet propaganda. This activity 
of the Communists is receiving growing support among those 
Americans who see the reactionary character of Zionist 
ideology and policy. 
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Commentary . December 1970, p. 32 


REPUBLICANS. DEMOCRATS AND ZIONIST LOBBY 

Alexander KISLOV, Qsnd.Sc.(Law) 

US history has seen many an example of national or 
religious groupings attempting to bring pressure to bear 
on the Administration so as to win support for a foreign 
country, or else come out against it. This political 
phenomenon has manifested itself literally since the very 
first years of the existence of the USA. Examples are the 
stormy protests staged by Irish immigrants against the 
Anglo-US Treaty of Friendship, Trade and Navigation, signed 
in 1794 and known as the Jay Treaty, after the first Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. The Treaty provided a settle- 
ment of the long-standing differences between Britain and 
the USA in connection with the observance of the Versailles 
Peace Treaty of 1783 and the fresh conflicts caused by the 
wars between Britain and France. Characteristically, the 
opposition of the American citizens of Irish descent to 
the Jay Treaty did not derive from its lack of full equal- 
ity, hut from the very fact of an agreement with Britain, 
which they regarded as an oppressor of their old homeland. 
There were also stubborn efforts on the part of Dutch 
Americans to involve the USA on the side of the Boers and 
against Britain during the Boer War of 1899-1902, as well 
as pro-nazi activities in the thirties, among a consider- 
able section of Americans of German descent. 
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The US Time magazine remarked in this connection that 
political pressure based on ethnic loyalty is part of US 
democracy. In an article under the characteristic title of 
"Is There a Jewish Foreign Policy?” the weekly emphasised 
that "none of these groups, however, match 6,000,000 
American Jews for economic and political support of another 
country”, 1 namely Israel. The facts show that this state- 
ment cannot but be agreed with, though with a single 
reservation: the statement refers not to Jewish Americans 
in general but only to the Zionists. 

In elaborating the theoretical foundations of the 
national question, and, in particular, the Marxist approach 
to a phenomenon such as nationalist ideology (including the 
Zionist) , Lenin pointed out that the facts of national life 
can be understood only "if viewed from the Marxist angle, 
i.e., from the standpoint of the class struggle, and if the 
slogans are compared with the interests and policies of 
classes, and not with meaningless f general principles 1 , 
declamations and phrases"? It is from this principle that 
one should proceed in any examination of the role of the 
Zionists in US political life. 

The first Jewish immigrants, who came to New England 
in 1654, were a small group of refugees from the Spanish 
and Portuguese persecution in Brazil. In the 19th century 
Jewish immigration to the US had become very considerable, 
the number of Americans of Jewish descent approaching the 
one million mark by the end of the century. As pointed out 
in Racial Influence on American Foreign Policy , published 
in the USA in 1970, Jewish immigrants, like members of a 
number of other nationalities, tried to exert pressure on 
US foreign policy, not always successfully, even in the 
19th century.^ In this respect, Jewish immigrants in no 


T 

2 

3 


Time, March 16, 1970, p.17. 

V. I. Lenin, Collected Works . Moscow, Vol.20, p.23. 


See facial Influence on American Foreign Policy , Ed. by 
George W. Shepherd, Jr., New York-London, 1970, pp • 65-66 • 
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way differed at the time from those of other nationalities. 
Trua, the Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel , published in 
New York in 1971 , attempts to prove that "Long before the 
emergence of modern political Zionism, large segments of 
public opinion in the United States were favourably dis- 
posed toward the idea of Jewish national restoration in 
Palestine."^ However, the authors of the Encyclopedia could 
back this claim only by referring to a letter written by 
President John Adams of the USA in October 1818 on the 
desirability of establishing an independent Jewish state 
in Palestine and extending to Jews all the privileges of 
citizens in all parts of the world; they also refer to a 
"memorandum" presented to President Benjamin Harrison by 
William Blackstone of Chicago, a deeply religious Protestant, 
proposing the restoration of the "persecuted Jews of Russia" 
to Palestine; among the 413 signers of the memorandum was 
Congressman William McKinley, who later became President 
of the United States.^ 

However, the role played by the "Jewish (or, properly 
speaking, the Zionist A.K. ) factor", in American life 
took shape only towards the end of the last century , after 
the emergence on the social and political scene of Zionism 
with its extensive programme for the "final solution of the 
Jewish question" through the establishment of a Jewish 
state in Palestine, and especially after Zionism had in 
fact become not only the official ideology of Israel but 
also a ramified system, involving many countries, of 
organisations and political practice of the big Jewish 
bourgeoisie, with its close ties with monopoly circles in 
the USA and other imperialist powers. From the very outset 
Zionism has shown itself to be the reactionary, anti— popular , 
bourgeois-nationalist ideology and policy of the bourgeoisie 
of Jewish origin, looming large in the arsenal of weapons 

^ ifrnr.yd nparH a of Zionism and Israel . Ed. by Raphael Potai, 
New York, 197^,Vol.II, p.11^6. 

^Ibidem. 
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used by imperialist quarters in the struggle against every- 
thing progressive. 

American political literature dealing with the 
emergence and spread of Zionism in the USA contains numer- 
ous expressions of the opinion that it was following the 
election of Woodrow Wilson as Fresident in 1912 that 
extensive contacts were set up between the Zionist lobby 
and the executive power in the USA, above all the White 
House. Many authors link this with the influence exerted 
on Wilson by one of the leaders of American Zionism, 

Louis D.Brandeis, President of the Zionist Organisation of 
America, a close adviser to the President. Wilson even 
appointed Brandeis to the Supreme Court in 1916, a step 
which met with determined opposition from the Senate, since 
it was the first instance of a Jew being appointed to the 
Supreme Court. However, Brandeis was approved by the Senate, 
and not only sat in the Supreme Court until 1939 1 but, in 
fact, initiated a tradition followed by all Presidents 
after Wilson (with the exception of Nixon), that one of the 
members of the Supreme Court of the USA should be an 
American of Jewish descent. 

It was during Wilson’s presidency that the White House 
published, on August 31, 1918, a letter to Stephen Wise, 
one of the leader^ of American Zionism, expressing the 
President’s f, satisf action with the progress of the Zionist 
Movement... since the declaration by Mr. Balfour on behalf 
of the British Goverjunent” ^ According to the Kncyclopedi a 
of Zionism and Israel , this letter was "the first of a 
long series of statements of sympathy for the Zionist cause 
issued by American Presidents". * * * * 7 As is asserted, evidently 
on sufficient grounds, in a number of American writings, 
the Balfour Declaration itself, which is regarded by the 
Zionists es a "juridical basis" for their claim to 

This Declaration was a letter written by Britain's 

Foreign Secretary Balfour to Baron Rotschild on November 2, 

1917» expressing Britain's consent to the establishment 

of a Jewish "national home" in Palestine. 

7 Encyclopedia of Zioniam and Israel, p. 1156. 


Palestine, was prepared with the participation and advice, 
if not Fresident Wilson himself, then at least of Louis 
Brandeis, one of his closest advisers. In confirmation of 
this due point, reference is made, in particular, to 
Balfour's visit to Washington in May 1917, during which he 
met with Wilson and Brandeis. It is also pointed out that 
the initiative for the meeting with Brandeis came from the 
British Minister himself. There also exist facts showing 
that the final version of the Declaration was sent to 
Brandeis even before Balfour's secretaries submitted it to 
his chief. At all events, it is known that as far back as 
the middle of October 1917,Colonel E.House, Wilson's personal 
representative, informed the British Government that the 
President had approved the final formula in respect of the 
Zionist movement, as drawn up by that government. 

The great attention already then displayed by the 
White House in problems of concern to the Zionists shows 
that, as far back as the First World War, there had appeared 
in the United States a highly influential Zionist lobby, 
which, according to the New York Times, was to become "one 
of the most potent in the Washington subgovernment". Many 
more instances might be quoted of that lobby's growing 
influence on the White House at the end of the second decade 
of the present century. Thus, the Wilson letter mentioned 
above, expressing support for Zionism, seems to have been 
drawn up without consultation with Secretary of State 
Robert Lansing, who not only gave no support to the idea of 
establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine which had been 
taken up by the Zionists, but, in a special memorandum 
drawn up in September 1918 for members of the US delegation 
to the Paris Peace Conference, provided for the creation in 
Palestine of an autonomous state under some protectorate, 
but failed to mention any special status for Jews. Never- 
theless, in a statement published in Washington on March 2, 

8 .T^.h Personalitie s i^ Modern Tim es. Ed. by 

Simon Noveck, Clinton, l9&0» PP*309 310* 

9 The New York Times . April 6 , 1970, P»1« 
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1919 1 President Wilson voiced his approval of the British 
Government's Declaration on the aspirations and historical 
claims of the Jewish people in respect of Palestine, and 
expressed the confidence that the Allies would consent to 
the establishment of the foundations of a Jewish state in 
Palestine. 10 Wilson's stand was in no way affected by the 
conclusion drawn by an "international" commission consisting 
of Americans alone (the so-called King-Crane Commission), 
which had been instructed to study the attitude of the 
population of Syria, part of which formed the then Palestine, 
to the effect that the plan for a Jewish state in Palestine 
should be abandoned; the King-Crane Report itself was 
shelved and was not even discussed at the Paris Peace Con- 
ference. 11 Moreover, when the question of the future boun- 
daries of Palestine arose in February 1920, Wilson, in 
reply to a request from Brandeis, instructed the US represen- 
tatives in Faris to support the Zionist demand that the 
economically important Valley of the Litani River as well 
as the western and southern slopes of Mount Hermon (both 
now Lebanese territory) should be included in the boundar- 
ies of Palestine. 

All problems of foreign policy, including the Palestine 
issue, receded into the background as a result of the 
isolationist trends that developed in the following years. 
Nevertheless, President Warren Ear ding, who succeeded 
Wilson at the White House, signed a joint resolution adopted 
by the Senate and the House of Representatives on September 
11, 1922, which incorporated all the propositions of the 
Balfour Declaration, this being seen by the Zionists as moral 
support for their plans. Despite this step by Harding, the 
USA did not display any particular political activity in 
the Kiddle Bast during the years between the two world 
wars, considering this area, in the main, part of the 
British sphere of influence. Nevertheless, the US monopolies 

in _ 

encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel , p. 1157* 

11 

See Diplomatic Dictionary . Vol.2, Moscow, 1961 , p.52 (In 
Russian). 
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were already entering the struggle for control of oil 
resources of the Middle East, making ever greater use of 
support from US Federal bodies. In this respect, there was 
hardly any difference between the policy of the Republican 
Administration and that pursued during the first years of 
the presidency of the Democrat Franklin Roosevelt. 

As the Second World War drew nearer, Zionist activities 
in the USA mounted, as did Zionist pressure on the White 
House, this stemming from several causes. In the first place, 
ties between the leadership of the World Zionist Organisa- 
tion and US financial tycoons became closer in the late 
twenties and early thirties. While in the early years of 
the second decade of our century, international Zionism 
pinned its hopes on Britain, and the attempts made by US 
Zionists, Brandeis in particular, to gain control of the 
World Zionist Organisation met with no success, Zionist 
relations with Britain grew markedly cooler towards the 
end of the thirties because of that country's flirtation 
with ruling quarters in the Arab world and reduction of 
Jewish immigration to Palestine. Those relations took a 
turn for the worse after the British Government published 
its White Paper of May 7, 1959, providing for a considerable 
reduction of Jewish immigration to Palestine, this following 
the breakdown of the British-sponsored London Conference, 
which had been designed to find some compromise between the 
Arab leaders and the Zionists; five years later , i.e., 
beginning with 1944, Britain made Arab consent (which the 
Zionists could not of course count on) a condition df such 
immigration. According to the Zionists themselves, they 
considered Britain the greatest obstacle to their aspira- 
tions 1 ^during the period between the publication of the 
White Paper and the establishment of the State of Israel. 
That was why the Zionists pinned ever greater hopes on the 
USA. However, the choice of that country as the centre of 

12 »rh draper. Israel and World Politics . Roots of the Third 
Arab-lsrael War . New York, 19^, P*5. 
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world Zionism hinged on other and more weighty causes. In 
that country were located the most numerous and financially 
most promising Zionist and pro- Zionist organisations, whose 
activities were based on the world’s biggest Jewish com- 
munity, which had close ties with monopoly capital and the 
government machine. The Zionists counted, and not without 
reason, on being able to rapidly bring under their in- 
fluence a considerable part of American Jewry, demagogical- 
ly exploiting the nazi persecution of the Jews, and fanning 
bourgeois-nationalist sentiments among Americans of Jewish 
descent. So favourable did the Zionist leaders consider 
the situation for the extension and consolidation of their 
positions on the US political scene that they openly made 
it their aim to bring under their influence many non-Jewish 
Americans who were sincerely opposed to the nazi brutalities. 
As for Roosevelt himself, he was as a rule very cautious, 
if not ambiguous, in matters referring to Zionism. On the one 
hand, assurances were given to Zionist quarters on his 
behalf that the American Administration had never approved 
the British White Paper of 1939; on the other hand, con- 
fidential diplomatic notes to Arab governments informed 
the latter that the USA had never condemned the document 
and that the USA would never make any decision on Palestine 
without consulting Arabs and Jews. This double standard can 
be understood in part in view of the complex and dangerous 
situation in the Kiddle East in the early years of the 
Second World War, especially during Rommel’s thrust towards 
Egypt. 

Secondly, in those years the top bodies of world 
Zionism speeded up their transfer from Western Europe, 

above all Britain, to the USA. This transfer was completed 
soon after the war and met with no opposition from US 
ruling circles. Towards the end of the war and in the first 
years after it, two interlinked and interdependent processes 
developed very rapidly: on the one hand, US financial 
penetration into the Middle East and the acquisition of key 
economic and strategical positions in that area proceeded 
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apace; on the other hand, Zionist organisations in the USA 
were growing ever more numerous and active. It was during 
those years that the Zionists began to exert an ever greater 
influence on American political life, making full use, for 
the achievement of their aims, of the bulk of American 
Jewry and even of Americans of other national and religious 
backgrounds. Besides, there were other causes, of which 
the following are the most important. 

The influential financial and economic positions held 
by the leaders of the US Jewish bourgeoisie also has a 
significant part to play. In recent decades, that bour- 
geoisie has considerably expanded its contacts with the 
big American monopolies which had not previously had close 
ties with the monopoly bourgeoisie of Jewish origin. It is 
noteworthy that a considerable section of the American 
mass media is directly controlled by representatives Of the 
Jewish bourgeoisie. 

The concentration of the bulk of American Jews in 
several areas of vital importance to the country is another 
factor. About 2,400,000 Jews (40 per cent of the country's 
total) live in New York, where they form a quarter of the 
whole population. About 13 per cent of Americans of Jewish 
origin (700,000) live in the State of California, and 
550,000 in Los Angeles. Large and influential Jewish 
communities exist in such important centres as Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania (over 530,000) {Chicago, Illinois (about 270,0 ) 

Boston, Massachusetts (180,000), and so on. S ^« ab ^ e ^ 
populations exist in the State of New Jersey (about 390,000) 
Florida (about 190,000), Ohio (about 160,000) and elsewhere. 
These are states that send the largest delegations to 
nal Conferences of the Democratic and the Bepublican Par- 
ties, and account for the largest number of presidential 

electors. 

15 African Jewish Yeabook 1970 , Philadelphia, 1970, 

pp.345-3^. 


The influence of Jews as one of the ethnic groups in 
the USA is not confined to the votes of approximately 
3,000,000 active voters* "A Western Senator, " The New YovV 
Times wrote in 1970, "said there were only one or two 

thousand Jews in his State, ’but they all contribute to 
my campaign’." 14 This factor cannot, of course, be ignored 
by aspirants to the Presidency, the more so because Jewish 
contributions to election funds can be most considerable: 
the average living standard and incomes of American Jews 

are considerably above the average for the rest of the 
15 

population. ^ 

There is another and perhaps no less important aspect 
of the help given by representatives of American Jewry to 
candidates at national and local elections. This is the 
outcome of the influential positions held by the American 
Jewish bourgeoisie in the mass media, as well as the 
experience amassed by them in this area. According to the 


14 The New York Times . April 6, 1970, p.14. 

^ According to Newsweek . 57 per cent of Jewish families 
in the US had annual incomes of over $7,000 in 1965, 
as against 35 per cent for the rest of the country. 

If that trend has continued, it has been in favour of 
Americans of Jewish origin. This should not be taken 
to mean that American Jews do not know poverty. The 
reverse is true; according to the same magazine, about 
13 per cent of American Jews (800,000) live below the 
poverty level officially recognised in the USA ( Newsweek . 
March 1, 1971, pp. 45-47). The latter group plays no 
part in Zionist calculations, which involve the bour- 
geois section of American Jewry. Thus, according to 
Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz . the financial contributions 
to Zionists from 800,000 Jewish families in New York 
in 1970 were made by less than 20 per cent of them, 
whereas more than half of that total of $62,000,000 came 
from 864 millionaire families. (See the Journal 
teirovaya economika i mezhdunarodniye otnoshenia. 1972, 
fo. 6 , p.2o). 
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same issue of The New York Times , "some of the most import- 
ant help that Jews render to candidates is not money but 
work as staff men, drawing up campaigns, writing speeches, 
composing television commercials and deciding on strategy”. 
As for the White House itself, American experts on problems 
of American Jewry — men who do not harbour anti-Semitic sen- 
timents (which are not uncommon in the USA) — have said that 
the impressive fact cannot be ignored that the White House 
staff has attached to it Jews who are supposed, on the one 
hand, to keep the President informea on Jewish opinions on 
various matters, and on the other, to serve as a kind of 
link between the Jewish community and the President. No 
matter how undefined and even vague it may be, the so-called 
Jewish point of view has become a factor to be taken into 
account at the highest echelons. 1 / "American Presidents 
from Roosevelt through Johnson have traditionally assigned 
White House staffmen to what is known as the ’Jewish 

d Q 

portfolio"’, The New Leader pointed out. 

Also to he considered is the ramified network of 
Zionist and pro-Zionist organisations involving a con- 
siderable part if not the bulk of adult Jewish Americans. ^ 
These bodies are skilled in rapidly organising both local 
and national political campaigns which often also involve 
Americans of other faiths and ethnic backgrounds. The 
arsenal employed in such campaigns is extensive and varied, 
and includes active use of the mass media, overt and covert 
blackmail of public and government figures, even including 


16 The New York Times . April 6, 1970, p.14. 

17 The Ghetto and Beyond. Essays on Jewish Life in America ^. 

Ed. by Peter L.&ose, New York, 19^9, p.V2. 

The New Leader , December 27, 1971 ♦ p«6. 

The openly Zionist organisations of the US have a member- 
ship of about 750,000, i.e., every fourth adult American 
Jaw P r Political Affairs . 1971, No. 8, p.40). Besides, many 
hundreds of thousands of Americans j 

descent, who do not wish to be directly connected with 
Zionism, belong to numerous Jewish organisations which 
are j^ormally non-Zionist but in practice hold a Zionist 
stand on many important questions, first and foremost, 
on support for Israel ana in the conduct of anti-Soviet 
activities. 
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the incumbents of the White House, the organisation of 
various demonstrations, meetings, dinners and other 
assemblages,, sometimes of a frankly hooligan nature, un- 
veiled threats, assaults, arson, murder and so on. 

Examples are ready to hand. US journalists have cal- 
culated that out of every seven press editorials, dealing 
with the Middle East problem, six are markedly pro-Israeli. 
Should any article that can be perceived as anti-Israeli 
appear in the press, said Rawland Evans, the well-known 
Washington columnist, there follows a spate of critical 
mail from all over the country, all obviously inspired by 

one and the same source, so similar is the wording. This 

20 

is consistently to be seen, Evans pointed out. How such 
timing is effected was once blurted out by I.Kenen, one of 
the leaders of the Zionist lobby in Washington, and Vice- 
president and actual head of the so-called American-Israel 
Public Affairs Committee: "When something comes up, he said, 
*1 send out a letter to about 700 people. They go to the 
national and local-level leaders of the American Jewish 
community as well as to the local boys here in Washington. 

I may call them to my office — just to alert them to what 
is going on and to urge them to do what they can. These 
(Senators) haven't signed. Please do what you can'." 

This of course is only one of the methods employed by the 
Zionist lobby in pursuit of its aims. 

Neither is the White House immune from the Zionist 
lobby. According to Newsweek . Israeli insistence led to 
the following at the end of November 1971: "The heads of 
the major Jewish organisations in the US will gather in 
Washington late this month to tell President Nixon Israel 
must get the Phantom jets it wants or Mr. Nixon risks losing 
Jewish votes and backing in 1972 . " 22 (Characteristically, 
it became known in Washington on December JO, 1971, that 
the White House had decided to resume Phantom deliveries 
to Israel). 

2C “ 

See National Journal. January 8 , 1972, p. 69 . 

21 Ibid., p.63. 

22 Newsweek . November 22, 1971, p.10. 
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The above facts (which are only some of those avail- 
able) show with sufficient clarity the means and methods 
used by the American Zionists to achieve their aims. 

The finalised aims of the US Zionists were first 
formulated in the so-called Biltmore Programme, which was 
approved by the Zionist Organisation of America on May 11, 
1942. This programme the blueprint for which was drawn up 
in Palestine by David Ben-Gurion, the future Prime Minister 
of Israel, "became official policy of the World Zionist 
Organisation". 2 ^ The programme called for the establishment 
of a Jewish State including all of Palestine, creation of 
a Jewish army, scrapping of the White Paper of 1959* and 
unlimited Jewish immigration to Palestine. A year later, 
the programme was approved by the American Jewish Conference, 
which was representative of all the leading Jewish organisa- 
tions of the USA, this providing the Zionists with ever more 
opportunities to spread their ideology and consequently 
their influence among Americans of Jewish descent. It was 
with good reasons that The American Zionist wrote that the 

Biltmore Programme "in effect Zionised the American Jewish 
24 

community" . 

As far back as the Second World War, the US Zionists 
used their entire arsenal of available means to energetical- 
ly achieve official support of their aims by Washington. 

In this they achieved a good deal. The legislatures of a 
number of states adopted patently pro— Zionist resolutions. 
During the 1944 election campaign, the election programmes 
of the two main American bourgeois political parties called 
for Palestine to be "opened" to unrestricted Jewish immigra- 
tion, and expressed support for the establishment there of 
a "free and democratic Jewish state". True, the White 
House, in view of the continuation of hostilities in the 

^ H.B. Ellis. The Dilemma of Israel . Washington, 1970, p.2J. 

The American Zionist , June 1972, P*5* 
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Mediterranean area, and unwilling to exacerbate relations 
with the Arab countries which sharply protested the creation 
of a Jewish State in Palestine, voiced opposition to these 
planks in the election platforms being officially approved 
by Congress. In particular, the White House was able to 
convince Congress not to adopt a special resolution that 
had been prepared on this question and had won support from 
411 of the 535 members of the 78th Congress. 

As for Boosevelt himself, he continued, at least pub- 
licly, to refrain from having his hands tied by any open 
support for the Zionist demands, while at the same time 
intimating to them that they could count on a favourable 
attitude at least. Roosevelt, it is emphasised in The Birth 
of Israel. The T ousled Diplomatic Bed , though he did not 
himself come out in support of the Zionist programme, 
asked Rabbi Stephen Wise (one of the Leaders of the American 
Zionists. — A.K. ) to inform the press that the President 
fully supported the plank in the democratic platform that 
referred to Palestine. He also sent the annual conference 
of the Zionist Organisation of America a special message 
which was to be read out by Senator Robert P. Wagner of New 
York. In it Roosevelt promised that, should he be re-elected, 
he would help to implement that point in the democratic 
programme on Palestine.^ 

White House support for the Zionist demands became 
stilx more active when Harry Truman became President on 
April 12, 1945. With his direct approval. Congress adopted 
in December 1945 pro-Zionist resolutions by overwhelming 
majorities. While Roosevelt did not, in the main, go beyond 
general statements expressing sympathy and support for the 
Zionists, Truman's presidency was marked by a number of 
major practical steps facilitating implementation of the 
Zionist demands . Soon after assuming the presidency, Truman 

^ fg ^ Tousled 
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commissioned Earl G. Harrison, the American delegate to the 
Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, to investigate 
the situation of the " Jewish refugees" and ascertain their 
"needs and wishes 1 '. On August 24, 1945, Harrison reported 
that the Jewish displaced persons "want to be evacuated to 
Palestine now" and that "the only real solution" of the 
problem was "the quick admission of one hundred thousand 
Jews into Palestine". 25 When he informed the British 
Government of Harrison’s conclusions, Truman added his 
insistent demand that Britain should allow the entry of a 
hundred thousand Jews into Palestine. In connection with 
the British Government's actual refusal to meet the demand, 
this by stalling any solution of the question in the joint 
US-British investigation commissions set up on that govern- 
ment's initiative, Truman again asked Britain, on October 4, 
1946, to allow the entry into Palestine of 100,000 Jewish 
immigrants, without waiting for a solution of the entire 
problem of the establishment of a "Jewish national home". 

He even offered to cover the expenses of their transporta- 
tion and to extend financial help to them in bringing new 
lands under cultivation. 

This step was far from fortuitous: it came at the 
height of the election campaign in which both Democrats 
and Republicans were doing their utmost to win Jewish votes 
in New York. It is common knowledge that Truman sent his 
second message to Britain after the Democratic candidates 
for the post of. Governor of the State of New York, and the 
Senator from that State, James Mead and Herbert Lehman, 
asked the White House to come out urgently with a pro- 
Zionist statement, on the grounds that Thomas Dewey, the 
Republican candidate for Governor, was preparing a similar 
statement. However, the second Truman appeal did not 
prevent Dewey from Issuing a statement declaring that "not 

26 Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel . Vol.II, p.1158. 
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100,000 but several hundreds of thousands" of Jews should 
* 27 

immediately be admitted to Palestine# 

Zionist pressure on the White House grew even stronger 
during the 1948 presidential election, this being distinct- 
ly expressed in US actions in connection with the creation 
of the State of Israel: the United States voted in favour 
of the resolution of the UN General Assembly on the 
partition of Falestine, which was approved on November 29, 
1947. In view of the decisive opposition to this resolution 
by Britain and the Arab countries, the US decided to modify 
(its tactics and, on March 19 » 1948, submitted to the 
Security Council a draft resolution calling for provisional 
trusteeship over Falestine. It is characteristic that, 
literary on the following day, Truman instructed his ad- 
viser S.Rosenmann to contact Chaim Weizmann, head of the 
World Zionist Organisation, and assure him that no change 

had taken or would take place in the long-term US policy 

28 

that Truman had spoken of with Weizmann. Rosenmann con- 
veyed the message. In respect of the extensive campaign 
waged at the time by the US Zionists, Truman wrote in his 
memoirs: I do not think I ever had as much pressure and 
propaganda aimed at the White House as I had in this in- 
stance. The persistence of a few of the extreme Zionist 
leaders — actuated by political motives and engaging in 
political threats — disturbed and annoyed me. ... Individuals 
and groups asked me, usually in rather quarrelsome and 
emotional ways, to stop the Arabs, to keep the British 
from supporting the Arabs, to furnish American soldiers, 
to do this, that, and the other. 

Despite this expression of the dissatisfaction with 
such behaviour, Truman recognised "the existence of the 
Jewish state” literally several minutes after the Zionist 

2 ^See H.B. Ellis, op.cit., p.26; H.Feis, op.cit. , p.34. 

28 

See H.Feis, op.cit., p.58. 

H.S. Truman, Memoirs , Vol.2, New York, 1956, pp.158-160. 


declaration of the formation of the State of Israel. The 
unparalleled haste and the form in which this was done 
were unexpected even to the US delegates to the UN, who 
until the last moment continued to insist on the draft of 
trusteeship over Palestine at the special session of the 
General Assembly called on US initiative. So delicate was 
the situation that the President found it necessary to 
apologise to a hastily called conference of top State 
Department officials and US Ambassadors to Arab countries 
for his not having even found time to inform the US delega- 
tion to the UN of his recognition of the State of Israel. 
Shortly before the presidential election, Truman found it 
necessary, in October 1948, to come out with a new state- 
ment in support of the plan for the partition of Palestine, 
saying that he would agree to no change in the General 
Assembly resolution of November 29, 1947, unless it would 
be acceptable to Israel* 

It was with the Truman presidency that there began the 
■'special relationship" between the US and Israel, expressed 
in the allround economic, political and military support 
given by the United States to the extremist plans of the 
Israel leaders. This relationship, to maintain and strengt en 
which has been the main aim pursued by the Zionist lobby in 
the USA, has continued with some modifications under all 
following presidents, the voice of the Zionist lobby always 
being clearly heard in the White House during the ensuing 
decades. True, certain circles (including the Arab coun- 
tries) think that the Democratic tarty and its represen- 
tatives in the White House have yielded to Zionist inf uence 
and pressure more than the Republican Party and Republican 
presidents have. In support of this opinion, 
usually made to President Eisenhower, because his Administ 
ratio, far fro. publiolj sapportioB Fr.oco-Brltl.b-Isr.- 
eli aggression against Egypt in 1956, book a number 
that objectively helped bring about the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from occupied Egyptian territories. Howeve , 
this aspect of US policy did not stem from altruistic 
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considerations or a desire to help Arab interests; it was 
founded, first and foremost, on a disinclination to help 
Britain and France maintain their positions in the Kiddle 
East, and on a desire to gain advantage at the expense of 
other colonial powers. Neither should it be forgotten that 
US-Middle East policy was determined in 1956, as in all 
other years, by US imperialisms 1 global aims. 

It would be an over-simplification to assert that US- 
Middle East policies as a whole, and US-Israeli relations 
in particular, are based on the activities of the Zionist 
lobby in the USA. They are determined first and foremost 
by the ruling circles of the USA being of the opinion that 
the interests of US imperialism are closely linked with the 
defence, support and consolidation of the State of Israel, 
which is regarded as an American outpost in this part of 
the world. Nevertheless, it would be mistaken to under- 
estimate the impact of the Zionist lobby on White House 
incumbents and on presidential candidates in the USA. 

In this respect, matters reached such a point that, accord- 
ing to a leading American expert on Zionism A.Lilienthal, 
both candidates for the presidency in I960 — the then 
Republican Vice-President Richard Nixon and Democrat Senator 
John Kennedy — turned so willing an ear to the Zionists* 
demands and gave them such promises that the impression was 
sometimes created that they were behaving more like can- 
didates for the presidency of Israel than of the USA.^° 

After Kennedy had won by a small margin, he said to Israeli 
Prime-Minister Ben-Gurion, before his inauguration, "I was 
elected by the Jews of New York and I would like to do some- 
thing for the Jewish people" . ^ 

These were no empty words. According to the authors of 
the Encycloped ia of Zionism and Israel , "the attitude of 
the Democratic Administration of President John F. Kennedy 
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See A.l'.Lilienthal, 
1965, p.31. 
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was manifestly friendly toward Israel and Zionism".^ 2 It 
was then that military cooperation between the USA and 
Israel took final shape: in 1962 agreement was reached on 
deliveries of Hawk AA missiles and on the sending of US 
instructors to explain their use. (Until the early 1960s, 
the USA preferred to supply Israel with arms not directly 
but through its NATO allies, in the first place France, the 
FRG, Britain and Canada.) Such was the stand taken by John 
F. Kennedy, whose father Joseph Kennedy, founder of the 
Kennedy "dynasty", was known in the country as a sworn 
enemy of the Jews,^ was far from fortuitous since, when 
it was a question of winning Jewish votes, all the Kennedy 
brothers forgot their family's anti-Semitic traditions. 

All these examples testify to the weight of the Zionist 
lobby in US political life and the influence it has exerted 
on the White House and on those who have aspired to the 


presidency. 

Still more manifest were the activities of the Zionist 
lobby during the presidency of Lyndon Johnson, who as 
Democratic leader in the Senate often carried through 
measures reflecting Zionist interests. In particular, when, 
during the Suez crisis of 1956-1 957 .the Eisenhower Republic- 
an Administration was considering measures designed to 
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Encyclopedia of Zionism and Israel , p.1160. 

On the eve of the Second World War, Dirksen, the German 
Ambassador to London, reported to the German Foreign 
Office on his talk with the newly appointed US Ambassador 
to Britain Joseph Kennedy. He said that the latter had 
told that anti-Semitic trends were very strong in 
the United Stated and that broad sections of the popula- 
tion were showing an understanding of the German stand 
towards the Jews (this was shortly after anti— Jewish 
pogroms had taken place in Germany, causing a storm of 
indignation abroad. — A.K. ) . (See The USSR in the Strug- 
gle for Peace On the Eve" of the Second Wo rld War. Sep- 
tember 19T5-- August 1 9 3$, Moscow’, 1971, p.^2— : In taasian). 
In expressing to Dirksen an understanding of the German 
stand towards the Jews, Joseph Kennedy was evidently 
expressing his own views, although anti-Semitism in the 
USA was of course fairly widespread. 
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bring pressure to bear on Israel to make her withdraw her 
forces from the occupied Sinai Peninsula , Johnson called 
at the Khite House and told Eisenhower in sharp terms that 
the Senate would never approve any sanctions against 
Israel.^ 4 

Following his election as Vice-President in I960, 
Johnson not only immediately visited Israel but osten- 
tatiously began buying Israeli bonds, his wife playing an 
active part in their sale* He also maintained close con- 
tacts with numerous Zionist organisations in the USA, 
himself representing the White House at their assemblages* 

One of the first steps taken by the Johnson Adminis- 
tration-after the assassination of John £ • Kennedy was to 
declare that M. Feldman, assistant special adviser and con- 
sultant on Middle East problems at the White House, whom 
the Jewish Telegraph Agency called the guardian of Israeli 
interests at the White House, would remain at his post. 

The Agency foretold that Feldman would play a more important 
role at the White House than, for instance, Truman's Ad- 
viser on Jewish Affairs D. Nails or Eisenhower's adviser on 
the same questions M.Rabb.^ Indeed, the Agency was not 
mistaken: M. Feldman not only kept his position of represen- 
tative of Zionist interests on the White House staff but, 
several months later, in April 1964, became special adviser 
to the President following the resignation of T. Sorensen. 

One might recall the frankly pro-Israeli and pro-Zionist 
stand taken by the Johnson Administration after the Israeli 
aggression of 1967* That aggression could obviously not 
have been unleashed had Israel not felt direct support from 
the US. 

The Nixon Republican Administration was no exception; 
moreover, as so often was emphasised by Itzhak Rabin, who 

^ 4 Gee Congressional Record . December 23, 1963, p.7818. 

^See Cong ress ional Record , December 20, 1963* d.A-7781. 
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was then Israeli Ambassador to Washington "no US President 
has done more for Israel than Richard Nixon". ^ This stand, 
which became ever more manifest with the approach of the 
presidential elections, stems from the fact that the vote 
cast by a considerable part if not all Americans of Jewish 
descent (as is considered axiomatic in the US) depends 
first and foremost on the stand taken by candidates in 
respect of Israel. According to Rabbi Richard Hersh, a 
leading representative of American Zionism, "For American 


Jews, Israel is not a foreign policy issue, but a domestic 
issue". This is being exploited by the Zionist lobby, 
which in particular, attempts to gain from aspirants to 
the presidency definite concessions in the form of various 
promises and "guarantees". 

Does all this go to show that the Zionist lobby has 


the final say when the White House is dealing with questions 
of US policies in the Middle East? Of course, not. As long 
as the fundamental interests of the Zionists and US ruling 
quarters coincide, the Zionists can, at certain stages, 
bring certain modifications, of advantage to them, into the 
overall foreign policy of the USA, at least in the Middle 
East. Their efforts are particularly successful during 
presidential elections. It would, however, be mistaken to 
say that, in questions connected with US policy in the 
Middle East, Washington is prepared to give up its own 
policy — this because of election considerations — as determ- 
ined by the global interests of American imperialism, as 
well as the objective reality in the world of today. No 
matter how influential it may be, and no matter how integral 
a part of the American Establishment it may form, the Zion- 
ist lobby represents the interests only of a definite group 
of the US monopolies, while Washington, as the symbol of 
federal authority in the USA, voices the interests of the 
entire American bourgeoisie. If the interests of certain 

^ National Journal , January 8, 1972, P«67« 

37 Ibid. , p.72. 
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monopoly groups — whether Zionist, oil or any other-- 
contradict the interests of the capitalist class as a 
whole, then of course the latter has the final say. That 
is why the final decision in the conduct of any course of 
action remains with Washington, which does not always 
fully adhere to a stand imposed by the Zionist lobby. 

At times also linked with this aspect of the problem is 
the forced adaptation to the US foreign policy line of 
the policies pursued by organisations of world Zionism, 
and by Israel as its state basis; connected with that 
aspect is the use of international Zionism and Israel by 
US imperialism for its own aims, which is no doubt the 
ultimately determining factor. 


ISRAEL: THE ARMY AND THE STATE 

Gennady STARCHENKOV, Cand.Sc. (Econ. ) 

Irina ZVYAGELSKAYA , Research Associate 

In the past quarter of a century the Middle East has 
been the arena of four devastating wars which have brought 
untold suffering to the peoples bf the countries that were 
directly involved in the conflicts. The policy of the 
ruling circles of the State of Israel has created a dan- 
gerous situation in this region, one fraught with a serious 
threat to world peace. 

In his address to the World Congress of Peace Forces 
in Moscow, in October 1975, L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary 
of the CC CPSU, said: '’What are the basic causes of the 
military conflicts that have periodically broken out in 
that region, including the present war? From our point of 
view they are self-evident: Israeli seizure of Arab 
territories through aggression, Tel Aviv's stubborn refusal 
to reckon with the legitimate rights of the Arab peoples, 
and the support this policy of aggression is getting from 
forces of the capitalist world that are seeking to hinder 
the free and independent development of progressive Arab 
states."^ 

^ L. I .Brezhnev , Our Course: Peace and Socialism , Moscow, 
1974, p.161. 
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The military operations in October 1973 did not bring 
the Israeli army victory. What is more, under the influence 
exerted by peace forces and, in the first place, by Soviet 
diplomacy in the UN Security Council and at the Geneva Con- 
ference on the Middle East, Israel was compelled to with- 
draw its forces from the Suez Canal. However, the invaders 
still occupy extensive Arab territories. The Palestinian 
issue still awaits settlement and the Security Council's 
Besolution No. 242 of November 22, 1967 11618 still not been 
carried out. The Middle East continues to be a seat of 
tension. 

Israel's extremist circles oppose the withdrawal of 
troops from the occupied territories. Some leaders of the 
so-called Labour Party have declared that they are prepared 
to make some concessions provided Israel retains a certain 
part of the occupied territories. 

Because of the aggressive character of Israel's policy 
in the Middle East the army occupies a special place in the 
social end political life of the country. Although formally, 
under existing legislation, it is subordinate to the govern- 
ment and acts in accordance with its decisions, an analysis 
of the activities of the machinery of state shows that in 
Israel the army plays a much bigger role than is the case 
in other capitalist countries. If in the early years of 
Zionist government the army acted ma inly as the principal 
instrument of expansion, later, and particularly after the 
aggression of 1967* it® functions became considerably 
broader and diverse. The army, or to be more exact, the 
army elite now has a significant say not only in military 
matters but also in political and even economic issues. 

An examination of the activities of high-ranking officers 
gives an insight into the intricate complex of relations 
between the army and the government and helps to better 
understand many of the reasons responsible for the con- 
tinuing tension in the Middle East. 


The formation of the Israeli army as an instrument of 
expansion actually began at the turn of the century, soon 
after the emergence of Zionism in 1896 2 and under its 
direct influence. 

Born in the period of colonialism's heyday the theory 
of Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism, included patently 
colonialist aims. The Zionist big bourgeoisie, hampered by 
the competition of European monopolies sought, in addition 
to isolating the Jewish working people from the general 
class and revolutionary struggle, to ensure a base for 
their colonialist operations. 

At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th cen- 
tury the Zionists laid claim to ownership of only a small 
"strip of land in Palestine”. They purchased land from the 
feudal 61ite with the ultimate object of acquirxng land 
by force and driving out the local Arab population. This 
is when the question first arose of forming terrorist 
detachments that would do the job. Thus, violence was the 
principal method of the Zionist movement from its very 
inception. 

Para-military Zionist detachments began to be formed 
in 1907 when the Hashomer— the guards of Jewish settlers 
in Palestine — was organised. Later other para-military 
groups appeared representing the interests of various sec- 
tions of the Zionist bourgeoisie. The largest of these was 
the Haganah, the illegal military organisation formed to 
fight Arabs who offered resistance to the colonialist 
policy of the Zionists. Such organisations as the Irgun Zvai 
Leumi (headed in 1943 by M.Begin) and the Stern Gang 
(named after its leader) 5 acted with particular brutality 
towards the native population, compelling Palestinians to 


2 See Encyclopedia of Zion ism and Israel, New York, 1971 » 

Vol.I, pp.490-491. , .. 

5 See A.Perlmutter , "The Israeli Ar ^ ( , i °litarY" 3: Wo5d 
Persistence of the Civilian over the Military , worxa 

Politics, July 1968* P»614. 
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emigrate en masse to other regions* In 194-1 9 the Palmach, 
an offshoot of the Hag an ah, was formed and subsequently 
was to provide the Israeli army with a large number of its 
officers. 

At the beginning of the Second World War, in response 
to an appeal of the prominent Zionist leaders Chaim Weizmann 
and David Ben Gurion, more than 30,000 Jewish volunteers 
joined the British army, 4 where they received a proper 
military training* Thus the Zionist armed forces were 
gradually built up in Palestine in accordance with the alum 
and plans of Zionist leaders. 

In November 1947, the UN General Assembly voted for 
partition of Palestine into an Arab State and a Jewish 
State. The State of Israel was allotted a territory of 
14,000 sq. kilometres. The Zionists, however, rejected the 
UN procedure of formation and set about abolishing the 
"Palestinian presence" on the territories which, according 
to their plans, were to be included as part of Israel. By force 
of arms and deception they compelled Arabs to leave the 
towns of Jaffa, Lydda, Bamleh, Beersheba, Acra and other 
populated areas which under the UN decision were to be part 
of the Arab State. In the course of the Arab-Israeli war 
of 1948-1949 Israel, which was more prepared militarily, 
defeated the Arab countries it was at war with, and seized 
part of the territory designated for the Arab State which, 
however, was not established. Israel was now in possession 
of nearly 21,000 sq. kilometres of territory. A springboard 
for an aggressive war was thus created against the neighbour- 
ing Arab states. 

It was in this period that Ben Gurion, head of the 
Jewish Agency who became Israel's first prime minister, 
took measures to unite the various fighting detachments 
into a single army, the Zahal. The groups which aspired to 
a leading position or to be independent were ruthlessly 
suppressed. 


4 See ibid., p.615. 
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In 1956, during the tripl. aggression by Britain, 

Francs and Israel the well-equipped and trained Israeli 
army attacked Egypt which had taken the path of independent 
development. Israeli forces seized the 8inai Peninsula and 
reached the Suez Canal. The Soviet Union and other social- 
ist countries as well as the world public unanimously con- 
demned the imperialist aggression. At that time it was not 
supported by the United States either. Israel was not able 
to reap any fruits from the aggression, the intervention 
forces being compelled to withdraw from Egypt. 

In June 1967, Israel carried out a new aggression 
against three neighbouring Arab states — Egypt, Syria and 
Jordan — and occupied a territory of 6J,000 sq. kilometres 
which it held up to October 1973. During that period it was 
•in possession of an area 4.5 times the size allotted it by 
the UN Decision of 1947. 

Israel's ruling circles had no intention of giving up 
their territorial acquisitions. They, therefore, kept 
indoctrinating the idea that it was "vitally necessary" to 
hold on to the occupied Arab territories and to have "secure 
frontiers for Great Israel". This argument is clearly in- 
defensible and simply serves the purpose of disguising 
Israel's claims on the Arab territories seized during the 
Six-Day War. At the opening of the Geneva Conference on the 
Middle East A. A. Gromyko, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
USSR, said: "As in other regions of the world reliable 
frontiers mean first of all peaceful frontiers which give 
confidence that they will not be violated. It is naive to 
think that one can secure one's frontiers at the expense 
of foreign territories. Only a lawful frontier, recognised 
by those who are on both sides of it, is really secure. 

The aggressiveness of the Zionist military created the 
corresponding political climate in the country and largely 
determined the obdurate stance of the Israeli government in 

^ Pravda, December 22, 1973. 
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the Middle Bast confliot. 1 number of official documents 
appeared testifying to the intention of the Zionist govern- 
ment to "integrate" the captured territories. For instance, 
in the spring of 1972 the Knesset adopted a resolution 
which spoke of the "indisputable historical right" of 
Israel to the land which had supposedly belonged to it in 
"Biblical times". Reference was to a part of the Si n ai 
Paninsula and the territories of Syria, the Lebanon and 
Jordan/ 

On September 3, 1973 ♦ that is, about a month before 
the new outbreak of hostilities in the Middle Bast, the 
leadership of the Labour Party approved, under pressure of 
the Etgar Group (retired officers, members of this party), 
the so-called Galili Document, the party's general election 
programme which urges rapid Israeli settlement in the 
occupied territories. In other words, the "Galili Document" 
signified official recognition by the ruling party of the 
Dayan Plan which is aimed at the virtual annexation of the 
occupied territories. 

The aggressive aspirations of the Israeli military and 
the country's ruling circles and leaders of international 
Zionism were motivated not solely by do minant -nation ideas. 

A number of other factors played a significant role. First, 
the government of Israel and its imperialist patrons had 
set as one of the main aims of the aggression of 1967 the 
overthrow of the progressive regimes in Egypt and Syria. 

The Six-Day War, however, did not lead to pro-Western coups 
in those countries. This, too, urged Israel's military 
circles to launch new military adventures. Second, a con- 
siderable role was played by tactical considerations. 

Tel Aviv's policy of faits aocomplis had compelled the 
Arab countries to alter their positions considering the real 
situation. In the opinion of Israel's extremist circles a 
new invasion of Arab territory would put "finis" to all the 


6 See, for example, S.Hadawi, Palestine in Focus . Beirut, 

1968, p.11. 
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former demands of the Arab countries that the occupied 
territories be returned. Third, by exacerbating the state 
of tension in the Middle East the Israeli ruling circles 
intended to get increased aid from imperialist states 
and international Zionist organisations. 

In 1967, for example, Israel received 2.5 times more 
in foreign aid than in the prewar 1966, and after the Oc- 
tober War of 1973 — 1 ,000 million dollars from international 
Zionist organisations alone. Small wonder, therefore, that 
military circles, the main recipients of foreign aid, 
conclude that military provocations must be staged where 
the opportunity presents itself: on the cease-fire line, 
or on the territories of Arab and other states. 

In pursuance of these aims Israel's ruling circles 
prepared the Israeli army for new offensive operations. 

But as the events of October 1973 showed, the preparations 
proceeded from the unsound concepts on which both the 
country's military doctrine and essentially adventuristic 
foreign policy were based. The General Staff and the 
Government, proceeding from the thesis about the "inability" 
of the Arab states to wage large-scale military operations 
or even local ones, failed to assess the real situation. 

As General Bariev, former chief-of-staf f , stated in an 
interview given to the newspaper Maariv , the Israeli 
military organs possessed all the necessary information 
about Egyptian and Syrian troop concentrations but were 
unable to interpret it correctly/ Furthermore, the 
protracted "neither war, neither peace" situation had given 
rise to a feeling of complacency and a sense of impunity 

among Israel's ruling circles. 

On October 6, 1973 the fourth war broke out, lasting 
18 days. The beginning of this war, its course and politic- 
al consequences sharply differ from the previous wars wage 
by Israel against the Arab states. For the first time it 


7 Maariv , November 2, 1973* 
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| number of occupied territories. For the first time 
the Israeli army had serious loaves in killed and wounded. 

As a result of the mobilisation of workers the losses in 
production totalled 2,000 million Israeli pounds. 

All this triggered dissatisfaction with the actions 
of the military leaders. Critical articles appeared in the 
press. Military circles, too, voiced their "displeasure" 
at the way things had gone. Dayan, in particular, was 
subjected to strong criticism. David Elazar, the Chief-of- 
Staff , was compelled to resign. But the army 61ite as a 
whole continue to hold their economic and political 
positions. 

• * * 

By exacerbating the state of tension in the Middle 
East the government and the military obtain ever increasing 
military appropriations from the Knesset. In 1950, Israel’s 
military spending totalled 49.2 million dollars, in 1955— 
38.6 million, in 1960-r163.1 million, in 1965 — 375 million 
and in 1970—1,268 million dollars. 8 Between 1967 and 1972 
such spending totalled close to 6,000 million dollars 
(25,000 million Israeli pounds). These appropriations 
sharply increased in connection with the military operations 
reaching the sum of 9,000 million Israeli pounds in 1973 
alone. The military budget for the 1973/74 fiscal year was 
planned at 6,400 million Israeli pounds. • 

The budget for the 1974/75 fiscal year is envisaged at 
34,000 million Israeli pounds, half of which sum is ear- 
marked for military spending. The country's military 
appropriations per capita are the highest in the world. For 
Israel's citizens this means a lowering of living standards, 
for the army dlite — the possibility to manipulate vast 
financial resources. 

After a number of countries in 1967 imposed an embargo 
on arms shipments to Israel its government began to build 
up its own war industry at a rapid pace. To facilitate 

s 

World Armament and Disarmament Yearbook . Stockholm, 1972, 

p.66. 
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matters it published decision encouraging the construction 
of enterprises producing for the army. Both local private 
and foreign capital, as well as the state sector, made 
investments. Priority was given to the development of 
military production. In 1972, about 250,000 of the country’s 
labour force of one million were employed in munition fac- 
tories. 

In the arms race a significant role was played by the 
army command which created its own production base and drew 
into the orbit of its interests civilian industries. In 
1970, for example, the Ministry of Defence purchased from 
industrial companies 7 per cent of their output and 25 per 
cent from building companies. Many companies are able to 
exist thanks solely to the purchases of this Ministry. 

Elta, which produces materials for tele-communication 
systems and radio navigation, receives 90 per cent of its 
income from war orders. Israel Aircraft Industries secures 
80 per cent of its income through war contracts. The 
Tadiran firm, established on the initiative of the Ministry 
of Defence to produce sophisticated means of communication, 
sell to this Ministry about half of its output. 

The military- industrial complex to a considerable 
degree determines the main directions of the development of 
science and technology in the country. The Ministry of 
Defence has become the main consumer of technological and 
scientific achievements especially in the aircraft and 
electronics industries which are particularly closely linked 
with war production. 

After 1967, the top brass was able to strengthen its 
economic position by robbing and exploiting the occupied 
Arab territories. This is borne out by numerous documents 
and actions of the occupation authorities. Thus, on July 3, 
1967, the Israeli government issued a decree on the abandoned 
property of private persons, which allowed the military 

^ See le Monde . July 17» 1971* 
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•uthoritiM to alienate the money, goods, and movable and 
movable property of the Arabs, forced to leave the 
occupied regions. The land and property taken away in this 
Banner were handed over to Jewish immigrants who settled 
in the occupied territories. But even in those instances 
where Arabs remain in their native towns and villages they 
are not guaranteed their property. The authorities use 
•very pretext to drive them out. As noted in a TJN committee's 
document, "the government of Israel regularly deports 
civilians from the occupied territories... The government 
of Israel's declared policy is to destroy the houses of 
persons, suspected of helping members of the resistance... 

- Many persons whose houses have been demolished have left 
the occupied territories.- 10 The "no-man's" land and 
property come under the operation of the afore-mentioned 
decree. The local population are subjected to other forms 
of robbery. For example, Israel collects from the occupied 
territories no less than 60 million Israeli pounds annually 
in the guise of taxes* 

With a view to increasing the national income and 
partially replacing the men conscripted into the army the 
Israeli authorities have in recent years begun to employ 
the labour force of the occupied regions, gradually drawing 
over 60,000 Arabs 11 into the production sphere. During the 
hostilities in October 1973 the number of factory and 
office workers from the occupied territories reached 65,000. 
They are mercilessly oxploited, have no guaranteed work, 
no social rights and their wages and salaries are far below 
(sometimes four times lower) that received by Israeli 
citizens for the same work. They are the first to be dis- 
missed when business activity slumps. 

Israel's rulin g oircles axe also exploiting the 
natural resources of the oocupied territories. The oil 
fields on the Sinai Peninsula and in the Gulf of Suez have 

10 US Monthly Chronicle . November 1971, P»117. 

^ See The Financial Times, May 7, 1973» p.22. 
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become a major "acquisition" of Israel. In 1966, about 
4 million tons of oil were produced in this region. In 
197 1 , the Israeli company Netifei Neft produced over 
6 million tons of oil, netting a profit of 100 million 
Israeli pounds. The usurped oilfields have enabled Israel 
to fully satisfy domestic requirements and even to export 
part of the refined oil. When it withdrew its troops from 
the Suez Canal in 1974 it retained these oilfields. Thus, 
a certain part of the Arab territories seized by the 
Israeli army and the people living on it have been pressed 
into the service of the aggressor. More than 50 military 
settlements have been created on the occupied territories; 
their inhabitants combine farming with military service. 
With the development of irrigation these settlements, part 
of whose farm products goes to the market, bring in a big 

income • 

The suspension of navigation in the Suez Canal as a 
result of Israel’s aggression also brought the latter a 
lucrative profit. The Port Administration organised an 
"overland bridge" for transporting freight between Eilat 
(a port in the Red Sea) and Ashdod (a new Mediterranean 
port). Goods from East Africa, Asia and Oceania are loaded 
on trucks in Eilat and transported to Ashdod where they 
are transshipped to boats leaving mainly for the eastern 
ports of the Mediterranean, and vice versa. 

At the beginning of 1970, the trans-Israel pipeline 
was put into operation and in 1971 already it carried 
26 million tons of oil fro. Eilat to lahkoloa (a 
ean port). The conatiuction of a second pipelin. «tiOh U 

„,arih 6 completion .ill mah. » P-aaible “ “Twe 
60 million tons of oil acroaa Iaraal annually. In 197*. 
it was planned to put into commission an oil refinery n 
Ashkelon' 2 Al though the pipalinea past through 
of Israel their conatruotion is connected »ith the rest 

of aggression. 

12 mv, a n/Hritne East and North Africa. 1?71 -1972 » bo ndo » 

1971, p.320. 
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Israel's various tourist services, too, make capital 
out of the occupied territories. Israel and the occupied 
territories are advertised as places of pilgrimage, the 
"Biblical rounds" running through the Jordanian part of 
Jerusalem, the Golan Heights, Hebron, Gaza, Sharm-al-Sheikh 
and other towns. All this has enabled Israel to increase 
its tourist revenue from 59 million dollars in 1966 to 213 
million in 1972. 

The occupation has ensured Israel's industry a large 

market. The economic ties with the occupied territories 

follow the colonial pattern: Israel takes out finished 

goods and brings in raw materials. In the second half of 

1967, export of goods and services totalled 19.6 million 

dollars and in 1972 about 128 million dollars. 15 Taking 

advantage of the absence of foreign competition the Israeli 

firms have established high monopoly prices of their goods. 

Arab agricultural products exported to the Israeli market 

often come back to the occupied areas as manufactured 

articles. Israel's favourable trade balance with these 

areas increased from 130 million Israeli pounds to 370 

1 4 

million Israeli pounds between 1968 and 1972. 

All the aforementioned facts allow one to conclude that 
the military-industrial complex has at its disposal nearly 
half of the state budget. This enables it to draw various 
companies and firms into the orbit of military enterprise 
by placing corresponding orders with them. 

* * • 


Opinions differ widely in Israel regarding the politic- 
al role of the army. Many hold the view, for example, that 


^ E. Kanevsky, The Economic Impact of the Six-Day War . 
Israel. the Occupied Territories. Egypt. Jordan. 

N.7.. -1976: i)he' Financial times . M'clt y. '•1973. 

14 ^ Le Monde . August 30, 1971; The Financial Times . May 7* 


- 104 - 


high-ranking officers have no influence on government 
bodies. Foreign Minister Allon, for example, has remarked 
that "there is nothing in the presence of ex-Generals, 
including myself, in the Cabinet to make it more militarist- 
ic". 15 In the opinion of the Israeli scientist A.Perlmutter, 
the army 61ite as a pressure group exerts a limited in- 
fluence on government bodies. 16 The Israeli writer 
S.Rolbant, on the other hand, believes that high-r a nki n g 
officers occupy strong political positions. 17 Soviet 
researchers note that after 1967 prominent civilian figures 
heceme dependent on the military. 

The increasing appropriations for "defence needs", the 
cult of the army, the system of compulsory military service, 
the penetration of military interests into the economic 
sphere — all this has created for the military- industrial 
complex the necessary conditions for extending its influence 
on the political organs of power. The army command has also 
made use of its political support in administrative and 
other bodies. 

Not only the native population but also Immi grants 
from different countries are called up for military service 
where they are trained in the spirit of militarism. Service- 
men are trained for civil service; this is known as "career 
orientation" in the Israeli army. The Zahal has special 
schools and courses where men and officers are familiarised 
with the structure and methods of work in ind ustry and a 
special bureau which provides soldiers and officers who 
have skills with jobs in civilian branches of the economy. 
This sort of "orientation" is aimed at consolidating the 

15 New Middle East . 1973, No. 56, p.8. 

16 See World Politics . July 1968, p.643. 

17 S.Rolbant, The Israeli Soldier. Profile of an Army, 

1971, No. 4; 1972, No. 3; 
,T97T, No. 6; International 


18 


new lork, nyyo, p.iby. 
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demobilised servicemen's training in the militarist spirit, 
preserving contact with them and in this way creating an 
atmosphere of unity between the army and the civilian 
population. The recommendations given demobilised service- 
men for entry into higher educational institutions serve 
the same purpose. In the 1972/73 academic year, for example, 
approximately half of the new enrolment in the Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem consisted of persons accepted on 
the recommendations of the Ministry of Defence. As Perl- 
mutter has noted, "this type of role-expansion... has 

expensed the effectiveness of the army Alite, as a pressure 
19 

group..." * 

An important role in this plan is also played by the 
military academy, which is closely linked with the Haifa 
Higher School, where both servicemen and civilians study. 

But the army elite's most effective lever in influencing the 
country's life is the former commanding army officers. 
According to various sources, 5 7«6 per' cent of the retired 
generals and officers work in ministries where many of them 
hold high posts. In addition, 12.2 per cent of these 
generals and officers collaborate with state corporations 
and 22.4 per cent with private corporations where as 
military experts they often play a key role in matters con- 
cerning military appropriations, the distribution of milit- 
ary orders, etc. According to a sample survey made by an 
Israeli writer, out of 75 demobilised colonels and generals 
29.J per cent became managers of major enterprises in the 
state and private sectors, 24 per cent were appointed to 
leading posts in military establishments (actually they 
continued their military service even though they had 
changed their uniforms for civilian clothes), 18 per cent 
became government ministers, general directors, embassy 

officials, etc. The rest also occupied important posts in 
20 

state institutions. 

^ World Politics . July 1968, p.623. 

20 See The Jerusalem Post . February 7, 1973. 


Ths army has, in effect, become a kind of "incubator" 
for the bureaucracy with which it is closely associated. 

For example, Babin, former Chief of the Army General Staff f 
was appointed ambassador to Washington in 1968 and in 1973 
entered the Cabinet of which he is now Prime Minister. 

General Weismann was appointed Minister of Transport the 
day he retired as chief of the operation section of the 
General Staff. General Bariev, former Zahal Chief -of-Staff, 
received the post of Minister of Industry. General Yariv 
when he retired aB military intelligence chief became 
special adviser to Prime Minister Go Ida Meir and later a 

Minister. 

As Perlmutter has noted, " Zahal *s elite veterans do 
play a key role in the industrial and bureaucratic complex 
in Israel. Many have become prominent in the Israeli civil 
service, especially in foreign service... This ’smooth’ 
integration of the Zahal Alite is crucial for civilian- 
military relations in Israel." 21 This definition needs to 
be amplified, however. The integration of the bureaucracy 
and the top brass is based on recognition of the priority 
of the military- industrial complex with all ensuing con 
sequences • 

The question of participation of army officers in the 
government first arose in 1948 when the Zahal was formed. 
However, during the premiership of Ben-Gurion after the 
war of 1948, they had to be satisfied with a subordinate 
role. Even so, Ben-Gurion, heedful of the claims of the 
military, created a broad unofficial cabinet which included 
three members of the government cabinet (army specialists 
from the ruling party), several civilians, a chief-of-staff , 
top-ranking officers and intelligence commanders. This 
cabinet discussed not only military matters but also foreign 
policy. Levi Eshkol when he replaced Ben-Gurion as pria 
.mister .as Ute.m. influenced m Ms decisions on nsnj 
issues by the opinion of the army group. 

21 World Politics . July 1968, p.639* 

22 Ibidem. 
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The following fact graphically illustrates the in- 
fluence wielded by the army command. In May 1967* when 
Israel was preparing to attack the Arab states again, the 
military circles, supported by political leaders of a num- 
ber of parties, raised the question of bringing military 
specialists, representatives of the ultra-Right groups, 
into the government. Despite opposition on the part of 
Prime Minister Levi Eshkol, Foreign Minister Golda Meir 
and other ministers the military carried the day. On June 2 
a military cabinet was formed which included Generals 
Dayan and Weizmann as well as Begin. 

The influence of the military particularly increased 
after 1967, when they received the right to have a decisive 
say in policy-making. Several generals entered Golda Meir's 
kitchen cabinet. 

The wax of 1973 which demonstrated the mechanism of 
the participation of the military in political life also 
revealed a divergence of views among the military leaders. 
In the election campaign held in Israel a fifth of the 
retired officers who today hold important party or govern- 
ment posts, participated directly or indirectly. Although 
back in uniform they did not renounce their political views 
and this led to the so-called war of the generals. Here it 
should be mentioned that this term which figured widely in 
the Western press is no more than a journalistic aphorism. 
Although outwardly the controversy raged over tactics of 
warfare it went far beyond a purely professional military 
dispute and reflected the political struggle in Israel's 
various party groups. The strong criticism of Defence 
Minister Dayan contained in the November interview given 
to foreign correspondents by General Sharon who directed 
the tank break-through on the west bank of the Suez Canal 

px 

mirrored the desire of the extreme Right elements ^ to gain 

In September 1973 the Likud, a new extreme Right-wing 
bloc was formed with the active participation of Sharon. 
It included the Gahal bloc and the Free Centre and State 
List parties. 
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control over the General Staff and possibly to get the 
post of Minister of Defence. At the end of 1973 1 Sharon 
again retired (he had been called up for military service 
during the war) and became a member of the Knesset from 
the Right-wing bloc, the Likud. In the voting in the army 
which traditionally occupies Right-wing positions the Likud 
polled 44 per cent of the vote and won 39 seats in the 
Knesset. 

However, the change in the political situation and 
the Arab-Israeli negotiations that were started brought 
with them a certain change in the positions of individual 
military groups. It is indicative that the Etgar Group 
which formerly had supported Dayan in the Labour Party now 
opposed him. A number of political analysts linked this 
criticism of Dayan with the possibility that the Etgar 
Group was looking for a more constructive foreign-policy 
line, or at any rate with their desire to show that it 
did not rule out such a possibility in the new conditions. 

Despite the sporadic quarrels among the high command 
and the criticism of it by civilians this has not affected 
the military's influence on the political organs of govern- 
ment • 

• • • 

Israel's high army circles represent an influential 
group closely linked by various channels with big business 
and the apparatus of state power. At the disposal of this 
group are effective financial levers of pressure provided 
by state budget appropriations and foreign sources. The 
military-industrial complex is rapidly expanding. The ex- 
ploitation of the occupied Arab territories has become an 
important impulse to the development of Israel's economy. 

The military command in these territories exeroises its 
authority not only in the military sphere but in the econom- 
ic and political as wall. This circumstance speaks of the 
further growth of its influence in Israel. 


THE COMMUNIST PARTI OF ISRAEL IN THE STRUGGLE FOR A 

PEACEFUL AND DEMOCRATIC ALTERNATIVE FOB THEIR COUNTRY 


Lionel DADIANI 9 Cand.Sc.(Law) 

In Israeli the progressive forces, with the Communists 
in their front ranks, are countering the anti-national, 
anti— popular and anti— labour policies of the country’s 
rulers with a struggle for a peaceful and just settlement 
of the Middle East crisis and the country’s genuinely 
democratic development. 

The Communist Party of Israel, the party of the working 
class and vanguard of all the progressive, patriotic forces 
in the country, is working under difficult conditions, A 
large proportion of the population is influenced by Zionist 
ideology. Chauvinistic and militarist passions are being 
constantly fanned by the state apparatus and the entire 
machinery of Israeli and international Zionism. 

While exposing imperialist and Zionist propaganda, the 
Israeli Communists are making it plain that the true in- 
terests of the Israeli people can only be served by a policy 
of peace and friendship with the Arab peoples. The extremist, 
chauvinistic and racist policies of the Israeli rulers, they 
are pointing out, are only widening the gulf between the 
peoples of Israel and the Arab states and plunging Israel 
into deeper international isolation. 


The Programme adopted at the 17th Congress of the OPX 
in June 1972 calls upon all the peace forces in Israel to 
form a united front for the attainment of the following 

aimss 

- respect for the rights of all peoples and states in 
the Middle East, including the people of Israel and the 
Palestine Arab people; 

- implementation of the Security Council resolution 
of November 22, 1967 1 1x1 & 11 its parts; 

- the peace frontiers to be the lines of June 4, 1967 1 
to which the Israeli army will retreat; 

- the sides will abolish all claims of belligerence 
and will respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity 
of all the states in the region and the right to live in 
peace within recognised and safe frontiers; 

- permanent peace will be established between Israel 
and Arab countries; 

- a just solution of the question of the Palestine 
Arab refugees, based on respecting their rights in accord- 
ance with the UN resolutions, which ensure them of their 
right to choose freely between return to their homeland 
and receipt of compensation; 

- free navigation for Israel, as for all states, in 
the Suez Canal and the Tiran Strait.^ 

The CPI considers that respect for the right of the 
Palestine Arab people to self-determination is an indis- 
pensable condition for a just peace. Its slogan, "Not with 
Imperialism Against the Arab Peoples, but with the Arab 
Peoples Against Imperialism" , is receiving growing support 
among the Israeli working people. 

The CPI calls attention to the fact that US imperialism 
is lifting the Israeli occupation of Arab territories to 
pressure and blackmail the Arab national anti— imperialist 
movement and that in keeping with the interests of imperial— 

1 Information Bulletin. Communist Part y of IsrMl* Aviv, 
1972, Special Issue 1?th Congress Material, pp, 44-45 
(further to be referred to as IBCPI ) . 
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IBB and Zionism the Isxssll government is systematically 
wrecking all the efforts to achieve a just and lasting 

peace in the Middle East. 

A point that is becoming more and more obvious to 

Israeli and world public opinion is that in pursuance of 
the old Zionist policy of "accomplished facts" the Israeli 
rulers seek to annex Arab lands, impose a military diktat, 
trample upon the legitimate rights of the Palestine Arab 
people, and disrupt the fulfilment of the US Security 
Council's resolution of November 22, 1967. 

The Israeli Communists take every opportunity to draw 
the attention of world and Israeli public opinion to the 
fact that the various manoeuvres of the US ruling circles 
in the Middle East, their aspiration to play the role of 
"mediator" between Israel and the Arab states, the "uni- 
lateral" or "quiet" diplomacy, the secret plans for a 
"partial", "intermediate" settlement, and so forth do not 
in fact pursue the purpose of establishing peace in that 
region. On the contrary, they are attempts to strengthen the 
positions of the reactionary forces in the Arab states, 
cut short the anti-imperialist and anti- capitalist develop- 
ment of these countries, and set these countries and the 
Arab national liberation movement as a whole against the 
USSE and the other socialist states. This policy has the 
objective of provoking a quarrel among the Arab countries 
and drive a wedge between them and the Palestine Hesistanoe 
movement. Despite the efforts of the bourgeois mass media 
to camouflage the actual aims of the "unilateral" diplomacy, 
the CPI underscores, people who think in realistic terms 
understand that these insidious actions are dictated not by 
the interests of the Middle East peoples but by those of the 
imperialist monopolies, by world imperialism's global 
strategy. 

The 1?th Congress of the CPI noted that since the 
foundation of the State of Israel and, particularly, in 
recent years, its economic and political dependence on 
imperialism, notably on US monopoly capital, has grown and 
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deepened, and declared that it was in Israel’s vital in- 
terests to win liberation from bondage and servitude to US 
imperialism, to be independent of any imperialist power and 
pursue a policy of national independence. 2 

The CPI gives the people a true picture of life in the 
USSR, where all citizens, including Jews, enjoy equality, 
and of the Soviet policy in the Middle East. "The friendship 
between the Soviet Union and* the UAE (today ABE — L.D. ) and 
other Arab countries," Meir Vilner, General Secretary of 
the CPI Central Committee, noted, "does not contradict the 
feasibility of normal relations between’ the Soviet Union 
and Israel. It is known that the USSR has supported and 
supports the right to sovereign existence of the State of 
Israel and wishes the Israeli people peace and prosperity. 
And the same thing the Soviet Union wishes the Arab peoples. 
The path to security is the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace between Israel and the Arab countries." 

The Israeli Communists explain to their people that 
the objective of the anti-Soviet statements and actions 
of the Israeli government and international Zionism (in- 
cluding the invented "Jewish question" in the USSR) is to 
divert the attention of the Israeli people and world public 
opinion from the dangerous situation that has been generated 
in the Kiddle East by the US imperialists and Israel's 
rulers, and from the steadily aggravating economic and 
socio-political difficulties in Israel herself. The Israeli 
government, says a statement made by the CPI faction in the 
Knesset in May 1971, uses the "Jewish question", that 
allegedly exists in the Soviet Union, to cover the setbacks 
suffered by its policy of aggression and Israel's growing 
isolation on the international scene. The anti-Soviet 
campaign fanned in Israel is "a part of the global struggle 

2 IBCPI , 1972, Special Number, Pre-Congress Material for 
the 17th Congress of the Communist Party of Israel, p. 53. 

^ IBCPI . 1971, No. 6, pp.6-7. 


- 115 - 


of imperialism and its puppets against socialism and 
communism" • 

As was rightly noted by Tawfik Toubi, member of the 
Political Bureau and Secretary of the CPI Central Committee, 
at the National Conference of the CPI in July 1974, the war, 
the fourth during the past 25 years in the Middle East, 
started by Israel's rulers and their patrons in October 
1975 and all the subsequent developments in that region 
had shown more clearly than hitherto that the CPI's policies, 
strategy and tactics were correct.^ 

Israel's virtual defeat in the war of 1973 had sobered 
a considerable section of the country’s population, given 
the lie to Zionist propaganda and myths and led to a 
further serious exacerbation of all the contradictions in 
the Israeli society and state* 

In this situation Israel's rulers have replaced some 
of the discredited persons at the helm of state and in the 
leadership of the armed forces, slightly modified their 
political guidelines with the aid of tactical manoeuvres 
and continued their essentially old policy of aggression 
and expansion* 

Relying on the support of its imperialist patrons, the 
Israeli government rejects a cardinal and just settlement 
of the Middle East conflict in favour of half-way separate 
agreements and the disengagement of forces on some sectors 
of the front. By blocking the resumption of the Geneva 
Peace Conference on the Middle East, Israeli diplomacy is 
striving to secure agreement to the annexation of some of 
the territories occupied by Israel since 19&7 811(1 thereby 
bury the very possibility of implementing the legitimate 
rights of the Palestine Arab people. At the same time, 

Israel is intensively building up her war potential. In 
Washington in September 1974 the Israeli Prime Minister 

4 IBCPI, 1971, No. 5, p.15. 

5 .See IBCPI . 1974, No. 7, p.44. 
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Itzhak Rabin reached agreement on further US military 
supplies to Israel amounting annually to a sum between 
1,500 to 2,500 million dollars. 

Together with progressive world opinion, the CPI resolu- 
tely exposes the manoeuvres of the Israeli rulers directed 
towards disrupting a genuinely peaceful settlement. The CPI 
demands the earliest possible resumption of the Geneva Con- 
ference, the establishment of a just and lasting peace with 
the Arab states, and the earliest and unconditional recog- 
nition of the Palestine Arab people's national rights. 

The Israeli Communists stress that without a change of 
policy the reshuffle in the government following the 
resignation of the Golda Meir Cabinet in April 1974 will, 
far from ending the protracted economic, social, moral and 
psychological crisis in Israel, lead to a further deepening 
of that crisis with the attendant threat of another war and 
further privations for the working people. 


The Communist Party of Israel is tirelessly waging a 
principled struggle against the ideology and policy of 
Zionism, which is pushing Israel into national catastrophe. 
Using incontestable arguments, the Communists are showing 
the people that Zionism is not a national liberation move- 
ment. It does not contribute to the liberation of any 
people from foreign imperialist rule. On the contrary, it 
serves the global interests of world imperialism and pursues 
its own expansionist fend neocolonialist aims. Citing examples 
from history and present-day reality, the CPI shows that 
today Zionism is a chauvinistic and racist political move- 
ment of the Jewish big bourgeoisie, who have close ties with 
foreign, notably US, monopolies, and that it is deluding a 
section of the Jewish working people with nationalistic and 
other demagogic slogans. 

Zionism today is one of the basic weapons of imperial- 
ism against the socialist community, the international 
communist and working-class movement and the national 
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liberation movement, chiefly of the Arab peoples, as well 
as of other peoples in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

While denouncing the slanderous fabrications of the 
Zionists on the question of anti-Semitism and the condition 
of Jews in countries with different socio-economic systems, 
the 16th Congress of the CPI, held in early 1969, noted in 
its theses "The Jewish Question and Zionism in Our Days" 
that in the socialist countries the Jewish question had been 
settled and that the social and political foundations of 
anti-Semitism had been uprooted. There were no social 
classes in the socialist countries interested in anti- 
Semitism or in any national discrimination. 

The history of Zionism and present-day reality con- 
vincingly show that far from being the antipode of and 
fighter against anti-Semitism Zionism is its ideological 
and political twin and ally. Zionism and anti-Semitism are 
the product of capitalism and imperialism and pursue the 
same objective, namely, that of splitting the working people 
of different nationalities and thereby serving the class 
enemy, the interests of world reaction. 

Returning to the question of the reactionary, pro- 
imperialist activities of Israeli Zionists and the inter- 
national Zionist organisations, the 17th Congress of the 
CPI re-emphasised that the struggle against the ideology 
and practices of Zionism had to be stepped up, noting that 

this was a "vital necessity for the Israeli people and for 

n 

all progressive forces"-.' 

The CPI declared that Zionism had to be stripped of 
its "Jewish national" mask which it was using to camouflage 
its true essence, and that the Jewish people and the prog- 
ressive forces that sometimes come under the influence of 
Zionist propaganda had to be shown that the ideology and 
policy of Zionism do not serve the interests of Jews o* the 

6 See IBCPI . 1969# No. 3-4, p.206. 

7 IBCPI . 1972, Special Number, p.138* 
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interests of progress. As one of the main hotbeds of rabid 
anti-Sovietism and anti-communism, it is an active ally of 
imperialism and reaction throughout the world. 

The Israeli Communists are devoting much of their 
effort to exposing the camouflaged subversion of the 
Zionists posing as Socialists among the Left forces of 
various countries, to showing that there has never been 
nor cannot be a "union of Zionism with socialism", just as 
there can be no "progressive Zionism". 

The Israeli Communists bare the true substance of the 
specious, Pharisaical theories of the Zionist ideologists 
about the "exclusiveness of the Jews", the existence of a 
mythical extra-territorial and non-class "worldwide Jewish 
nation", the "dual patriotism of the Jews", "the eternal 
nature of anti-Semitism", Zionism’s identity with Judaism 
and Israeli patriotism, Israel’s identity with Zionism, the 
identity of the Zionists with all Jews, and so on and so 
forth. 

The struggle against Zionist ideology and activity, 
against the pro-imperialist, anti-popular and anti-national 
policies of Israel’s Zionist leaders is an integral part of 
the general struggle for peace, national independence, 
mutual understanding between nations, democracy and social- 
ism. This struggle is consistent with the interests of the 
Israeli working class, the true patriotic interests of 
Israel, and world progress. 

In a resolution of the 17bh Congress of the CPI it was 
stated: "Zionist ideology and practice are reactionary 
because they contradict the interests of Jewish workers 
everywhere, and the national interests of the Israeli 
people".® Zionist policy in capitalist countries helps the 
forces of reaction, racism and anti-Semitism. Therefore, 
any support for Zionist policies, far from supporting the 
truly national interests of the Israeli people and interests 
'of the Jewish working people, is directed against them. 

8 IBCPI . 1972, Special Number, p.141. 
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The Communist Party of Israel is staunchly and self- 
lessly fighting to implement the programme for a democratic 
anti-imperialist front that had been worked out by its 
16th and 17th congresses. The main points of this programme 
are: 

- abolition of Israel's dependence on foreign monopolies 
and imperialist powers $ 

- struggle for a Just peace between Israel and the 
Arab states based on the full implementation by all the 
parties concerned of the Security Council resolution No. 242 
of November 22, 1967; 

- struggle for economic independence and the develop- 
ment of the national economy; 

- defence of the rights and basic interests of the 

working class and the popular masses; 

- termination of repressions and national discrimina- 
tion and the granting of guaranteed equality to the Arab 
population of Israel, a just settlement of the problem of 

the Palestine Arab people; 

- defence and extension of democratic freedoms. 

This is a, democratic , anti- imperialist programme. It 

meets the interests of the overwhelming majority of the 
Israeli people — Jews and Arabs — the interests of the workers, 
peasants, working intellectuals, small and middle traders, 
the national bourgeoisie, young people and women, in other 
words, all the strata of the people whose future is threat- 
ened by the government’s reactionary, aggressive policy 
that serve the interests of local and foreign, notably US, 
monopoly capital and world imperialism. 

The Zionist ruling 6lite has turned Israel into an 
aggressive militarist barrack-state, where everything is 
subordinated to preparations for further military gambles 
against the neighbouring Arab states. Nearly 70 per cent 
of the state budget and 48 per cent of the GNP is now used 
for militarisation, including the repayment of foreign 
military credits. 

In 1972 Israel's war industry was 400 per cent bigger 
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than in 1967. Whereas between 1948 and 1958 the Israeli 
rulers spent 1 ,030 million dollars on military require- 
ments, in 1972 alone they allocated almost 1,500 million 
dollars for these purposes. In 1974 Israel's military 
budget exceeded 4,000 million dollars as against 1,800 
million dollars in 1973. In January 1973 (i.e., before the 
October war, which cost Israel the enormous sum of 8,000 
million dollars), P.Sapir, who was Finance Minister at the 
time, declared that within the next six years Israel’s 
military expenditures would amount to 5,000 million dollars. 
Actually, these expenditures will be much greater. For in- 
stance, in the next three years the military supplies alone 
will cost Israel 2,900 million dollars annually. 

Israel's external debt grew from 1,600 million dollars 
at the end of 1967 to 6,000 million dollars at the close of 
1973. Inflation is soaring at a rate of 33 per cent annual- 
ly, which is almost the highest in the world. The main 
reason for this are the huge military expenditures that are 
leading to a chronic deficit in the state budget and the 
one-sided, misshapen development of the economy, which is 
geared chiefly for war. 

Direct taxation and mandatory social insurance pay- 
ments were increased substantially in 1969-1971; between 
1968 and 1970 the Treasury's revenues from income taxes 
increased by 60 per cent and from social insurance by 
106 per cent. In 1970 the people were saddled with the 
"security loan" amounting to 15 P® r cen,fc of the 111001116 tax * 
In 1974 the government increased taxes by nearly 1 ,000 
million dollars. In 1973 and 1974 taxes totalled 54 and 55 
per cent respectively of the state budget. If to this are 
added the payments for social insurance, local taxes, 
interest on and repayment of debts to various government 
agencies, it will be found that this currently amounts 
to 62 per cent of the national income. Thus, Israel occupies 
first place in the world in the amount of taxes per head of 
the population. The tax burden falls mainly on the working 
people, and on those segments of the population who can 
least afford it. 
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Rents have risen sharply and university fees have 
been increased perceptibly in recent years. 

The cost of living has risen to unprecedented propor- 
tions. Even according to official statistics, in the period 
from July 1970 to September 1973 prices have climbed by an 
average of 65 per cent, while after the October war they 
leaped again. During the first five months of 1974 the cost 
of living rose by another 31 per cent. 

As a result of this policy the mean real per capita 
income, even according to official statements, has dropped, 
for instance, by 1 per cent in 1970 and by 2.5 per cent in 
1971. As regards real wages, in 1970-1971 they fell by more 
than 10 per cent, and this process continued in subsequent 
years. 

According to official statistics, 132,000 urban (chief- 
ly Jewish) families, i.e., about 520,000 people (or nearly 
one-fourth of the urban population) are living on the 
"brink of poverty" or even below that brink. If the rural 
population is taken into account, it will be found that the 
number of poverty-stricken people is much larger because 
most of the Israeli Arabs live in the countryside. 

At the same time, the profits of the capitalists have 
grown considerably. For instance, the profits of the in- 
dustrial firms increased by 40 per cent in 1968-1970 and 
by at least 20 per cent in 1972. While in 1967 the Israeli 
bourgeoisie pocketed 82 million dollars, in 1970 their 
receipts came to 240 million dollars. In 1973, compared with 
the preceding year, the profits of the Hapoalim Bank 
(formally owned by the Histadrut — General Federation of 
Labour) increased (without account of the lowering of taxes 
in favour of the big owners) by 85.5 per cent, of the 
National Bank by 45 per cent and of the Discount Bank by 
21 per cent. The Tevah corporation’s profits in 1973 showed 
a rise of 1,500 thousand dollars over 1972. According to 
E.Sheffer, general manager of the Bank of Israel, there 
were cases when capitalists who invested one million dollars 
profited two hundred million dollars. The usual profits of 
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businessmen investing in various military supplies amount 
to 20 per cent, Israeli bourgeois economists write. 

While sharply criticising the policy of turning Israel 
into a country totally dependent on imperialism, of binding 
her economy to the foreign monopolies and militarising all 
aspects of the life of the country and people, the Commun- 
ist Party suggests its own programme for achieving politic- 
al and economic independence and promoting the national 
economy. 

It demands the annulment of the concessions and 
privileges accorded to foreign monopoly capital, the 
nationalisation of the banks and key industrial enter- 
prises, the institution of people’s control over the 
nationalised sector, the concentration of foreign trade 
in the hands of the state, the development of the nation’s 
wealth by the state, the enlargement of the public sector 
in industry, every possible assistance to that sector by 
the state, the liquidation of the existing cartels and a 
ban on the formation of new cartels, and a foreign trade 
policy meeting the country's true interests. 

In agrarian relations the CPI advocates the establish- 
ment of state ownership of all the land with the purpose 
of using it for the benefit of the working people and the 
national economy, the institution of pl ann i n g the develop- 
ment of agriculture, a ban on land profiteering, a ban on 
the transfer of public land to the capitalists , and the 
renting of land, without any national discrimination, 
solely to those who till it. 

The Communists are calling for an end to the arms 
race, a limit to military spending, and an increase of 
budget allocations for public education, the health 
services, social insurance, housing contruction, science 
and culture. 

The CPI urges a larger share of the state budget for 
wages for all categories of hired labour and a reduction 
of the share of capitalist profit; a cut on prices for 
consumer goods and services by the abolition of indirect 
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t axes { the payment of coot— of —living allowanoe every three 
montha . 

It proposes a concrete programme for extending social 
insurance , in particular demanding the promulgation of laws 
on unemployment insurance, on full employment, on higher 
old-age pensions and relief to the needy, a shorter working 
day and working week without a reduction of wages, and 
equal pay for equal work. 

In its decision "On the Struggle of the Working Class", 
the plenary meeting of the CPI Central Committee held in 
January 1971 appealed to the trade unions and the "action 
committees" formed by strikers to support the 20-25 per cent 
price increases and improved social conditions demanded by 
striking factory and office workers, to come out more 
energetically against the rise in prices and taxes and for 
the payment of full compensation to offset the rising cost 
of living. ^ The CPI consistently exposes all the attempts 
of the ruling circles to shift to the working people the 
burden of further expenditure arising from the war of 1973 
and the Zionist leadership's continued policy of military 
confrontation with the Arab states. 

No demagoguery about "security and defence against 
external enemies", Meir Vilner said, can hinder the just 
struggle of the working people. Lack of confidence in the 
government and its policies is growing, while the struggle 
for social justice is today dovetailing with the struggle 
for a peace without annexations. The task of the Communists 
is to direct this struggle into the proper channel and 
strengthen and unite its front. 

The CPI is active in the struggle to safeguard democrat- 
ic rights and freedoms, tirelessly stressing that the policy 
of aggression and expansion is leading to the abolition of 
human rights and to the fascisation of the regime. 

9 IB CPI, 1971, No.1 , pp.7-8. 

Neues Deutschland . September 15, 1970. 
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The Communists are calling on all the progressive 
forces in Israel to act jointly to halt the mounting polit- 
ical terror, which is turning Israel into a police state, 
and to ban fascist organisations and other Right-wing 
extremist groups. 

In pressing for the defence and extension of human 
rights the CPI demands the adoption of a democratic, secular 
constitution, and the repeal of the British Mandatory Regu- 
lations still in operation and a number of reactionary laws. 
It calls for the preservation of the proportional electoral 
system. 

Israel’s rulers, supported by the ultra-Right parties 
and groups, are now moving to introduce a reactionary 
electoral reform under which members of the Knesset would be 
elected by a majority system based on uninominal represen- 
tation (also called a "mixed system"). Thus the purpose of 
this move is mainly to bar the parliament to Communist 
members or reduce the number of these staunch and consistent 
champions of the people. 

The Communist Party is conducting a day-to-day struggle 
for the abrogation of all laws and decrees discriminating 
against the country’s Arab population, for the total abolit- 
ion of the military and police administration in the Arab 
regions. The Communists are demanding an end to the expro- 
priation of Arab lands and to the expulsion of the fellahin 
from their plots, and the return of land to the Arab 
refugees evicted from their native villages. 

Further, the CPI programme demands equal pay and equal 
working conditions for Jewish and Arab workers, guarantees 
for the rights of Arab members of the Histadrut (General 
Federation of Labour), and employment of young Arabs 
graduating from secondary or higher schools-, the repeal of 
discrimination against Arabs in enrolment in secondary 
schools and, particularly, institutions of higher learning, 
the complete municipalisation of Arab population centres 
and the creation of normal living conditions in these 
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centres; equal participation by Arab citizens of Israel in 
the work of the central and local state apparatus. 

The Israeli Communists denounce the discrimination 
against Jews from African and Asian countries and demand 
equality for them. 

The CPI resolutely urges the separation of the church 
from the state 9 freedom to profess religion and freedom of 
conscience , and the adoption of a progressive law on civil 
marriage and divorce. The Communists are in the front ranks 
of the fighters against domination by the clergy and 
religious fanatics , against the aspiration of the reaction- 
aries to establish a clerical, obscurantist regime. 

While rallying all the opponents of the government’s 
anti-popular, pro-imperialist policies into a united front 
of struggle for a peaceful and democratic alternative for 
Israel, the CPI is doing much to expose the theory and 
practices of "Left" extremism, which in Israel, as in other 
countries, uses Leftist, ultra-radical slogans and adventur- 
ist actions to confuse some segments of progressive young 
people, split and weaken the ranks of the revolutionary 
fighters, and objectively aids and abets Zionist reaction. 

* * • * 


In order to weaken the CPI and all the othei? progressive 
organisations and undermine their growing prestige and in- 
fluence among the people, the Zionist parties and fascist 
ultras have recourse to the most diverse means, ranging 
from slander to repressions and acts of terrorism. The 
combined mechanism of the state and apparatus of the Zionist 
parties baits the Communists and their allies, all those 
who criticise from progressive positions the government's 
anti-popular policies. The avalanche of abuse and insinua- 
tions hurled at the Communist Party and other patriotic 
organisations and groups is mounting; moreover, the ruling 
circles and their agents do not shrink from provocations. 

Many Arab members of the Communist Party, leaders and 
activists, and also non-party Arab democrats are constantly 
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under what is called "administrative confinement". They 
are denied the right to leave their place of domicile and 
travel freely in the country. On the eve of parliamentary 
elections the Israeli authorities illegally imprisoned a 
number of Arab leaders and members of the CPI in order to 
prevent the Communist Party from campaigning for their 
election. 

In their attacks on the CPI the ruling circles use the 
renegade Mikunis group, which broke away from the CPI in 
1965. This group, which calls itself Communist, has in fact 
slid down completely to Zionist and anti-Soviet positions, 
to justifying and supporting Israel's aggression against 
the Arab states in 1967. Small wonder that even the Israeli 
bourgeois journalist A.Kenan called this social-chauvinist 
group the "Left wing of the MAI Party" (the Party of Meir- 
Dayan-Rabin) . The Mikunis group not only attacks the CPI, 
which adheres firmly to Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, but also endeavours to subvert the inter- 
national communist movement and the Leftist circles in many 
countries from within. For example, in October 1963 it 
declared that Zionism was a "national movement" and urged 
the international communist movement to revise Lenin 1 s 
assessment of Zionism. 

It must be noted that some of the people who at first 
followed this group soon saw what it stood for and made a 
break with it; they returned to the Communist Party. 

Despite the anti-communist hysteria, repressions and 
provocations, the CPI membership is growing and the Party 
is winning increasing influence. During the period between 
the 15th (August 1965) and 16th (January-February 19&9) 
congresses, its membership grew by 15 per cent. In the 
course of the period of a little over three years that 
passed between the 16th and 17th congresses its membership 
increased by another 24 per cent. 

11 IBCPI , 1969, No. 5-4. p.55i Special Number, 1972, p.l7S. 
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The data on the 1?th Congress give an idea of the 
Farty's social composition: blue-collar workers — 65 per 
cent, white-collar workers-— 7 per cent, people of the 
liberal professions — 19 per cent, housewives — 4 per cent, 
peasants — 2 per cent, students—3 per cent. Age composition: 
20 per cent up to 30 years, 27 per cent between 30 and 40 
years; 29 per cent between 40 and 50 years; 17 per cent 
between 50 and 60 years, and 7 per cent over 60 years. 

Women comprise 16 per cent of the membership. In the CPI 
there .is an approximately equal number of Jews and Arabs. 

Another indication of the CPI's growing strength is 
the considerable increase in the circulation of the Party 
press and the publication of a number of its new organs in 
recent years. Today the CPI publishes the daily newspaper 
Zo Hadereh (This Road) in Hebrew, the bi-weekly newspaper 
Al-Ittlhad (Unity) in Arabic, the quarterly theoretical 
journals Ar«b<m (Values) in Hebrew and Al-Darb (Path) in 
Arabic, the socio-political and literary monthly Al-J adid 
(The New) in Arabic, weekly journals in Yiddish, Bulgarian 
and Rumanian, the Information Bulletin in English, and 
other periodicals. The Young Communist League of Israel 
publishes the monthly journals Al-Gad (Tomorrow) in Arabic 
and Inyan (To Action) in Hebrew. 

At the Knesset elections in October 1969 the CPI polled 
nearly 39,000 votes, or 41.6 per cent more than at the 1965 
elections. At the latest parliamentary elections in Decem- 
ber 1973 the CPI was even more successful, polling over 
53,300 votes (3.4 per cent of the total) and showing a 
further increase of 37.4 per cent. 1 ^ Today there are not 
three, as formerly, but four Communists members of the 
Knesset. They are M.Vilner, T.Toubi, A.Levenbraun and 
T.Zayad. The French newspaper Le Monde wrote on January 7, 

12 World Marxist Review . 1974, No.3» p.95. 

IBCPI . 1969, No. 11-12, p.11 ; 1974, No.1, pp.9-10. 
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1974 that the CPI's success at the Knesset elections 
"worries the Israeli government". 

In 1969 the Vikunis social-chauvinistic group won only 
one seat in the Knesset, and that with the active assistance 
of Zionist leaders. At the 1973 elections it acted in a 
bloc with two other kindred groups. This bloc was just able 
to win one mandate, which went to the leader of the UQKED 
Zionist-"Socialist" group. 

At the local elections in October 1969 the CPI won 30 
seats in 17 municipal councils in different parts of the 
country. 14 At the elections in December 1970 in the city of 
Nazareth the Communists consolidated their success. Nearly 
40 per cent of the voters in that city gave their votes to 
the CPI, which is now represented in the city's municipal 
council by seven of the 17 members. The Communists had the 
largest factions in four other municipal councils and took 
part in the administrative work of the local organs. For 
the sake of comparison it will be noted that after the 1965 
elections the CPI was represented in 14 local municipal 
councils. 16 At the elections in 1973 the CPI won seats in 
20 municipal councils. 

The renegade Mikunis group neither had nor has a single 
soat in these councils* 

Communist influence is growing in the trade unions as 
well. At the elections of delegates to the 11th Histadrut 
Convention in 1969, 17 the CPI polled 13,900 votes or 66 per 
cent more votes than in 1965- They further strengthened 


14 


, ~ r IBCPI . 1969, No. 11-12, p.55- 

15 IBCPI . 1970, No. 12, p.6; Special Number, 1972, p.193; 
People's World . December 8, 1972, p.6. 

16 IBCPI . 1969* No. 3-4. P-177. 

1 7 mv e Histadrut Convention elects the General Council 

(20 members) which directs the day-to J . 
Federation. The CPI has four representatives in the 

Executive . 


18 


trcpi. '1969. No. 10, 
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their position at the elections to the 12th Histadruu 
Convention in 1973, receiving over 20 t 000 votes, i.e., 

2.41 per cent as against 2.25 per cent at the preceding 
elections. At the elections to the Teachers’ Union Council 
in April 1970 the Communist-supported progressive ticket 
won 56.2 per cent more votes than in 1966, giving the CPI 
six instead of the former four representatives in the 
Council. Communist factions are also active in the unions 
of Building Workers, Metalworkers, Food-Workers, Textile- 
Workers and Agricultural Workers. 

The Israeli Young Communist League, which in 1965 
expelled a group of renegades who attempted to turn it into 
a virtually pro-Zionist organisation, is a loyal assistant 
of the CPI. At the beginning of 1969 its membership had 
grown by 170 per cent over 1966, and by the summer of 1972 
it had grown further by more than 55 per cent. 

The Democratic Women’s Movement of Israel and the 
Association of Anti-Nazi Fighters and Nazi Victims are also 
active in exposing the reactionary policies of the ruling 
circles and strengthening the country's progressive forces 
fighting for a peaceful and democratic Israel. 

However, parallel with the advances of the Left forces, 
the extreme Right-wing parties and groups have grown 
numerically and in strength in recent years. These include 
the pro-fascist Herut Movement and the Gahal bloc (parlia- 
mentary bloc of that party with the Liberal Party which 
champions the interests of the big bourgeoisie), the 
Free-Centre Party, the. Great Israel Movement, the local 
branch of the notorious Jewish Defence League and so on. 
These forces, which have the support of the government, 
are pressing for tougher policies towards the Arab states 
and the working class of Israel, advocating the annexation 
of all the Arab territories seized in 1967 (some going so 
far as to demand that Israel's borders should extend "from 
the Nile to the Euphrates") , nurturing plans for reactionary 
reforms, and criticising the former Meir and the present 
Rabin cabinets for being what they term "soft" and "incon- 
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aifltent". On the eve of the 1973 parliamentary elections 
Gahal, the pro-fascist Free-Centre Party, the State List 
groups allied with them, and most of the leaders of the 
openly annexionist Great Israel Movement formed the Likud 
(Union) bloc, which was joined by some retired generals, 
who had earlier not belonged to political parties or had 
supported MAI. At the Knesset elections Likud increased 
its representation from 52 to 59, while the MAI bloc with 
MAPAM, the Left Zionist Social -Democratic Party ; lost 
five seats (from 56 to 51 of the total of 120). In the 
Knesset the Rabin Government has the slender majority of 
one. With the support; of the National Religious Party, 
which currently has 10 seats and is in the opposition, but 
formerly had been MAI *8 invariable partner in government 
coalitions, Likud is striving to create a "government of 
national unity". As has been pointed out by the CPI, by 
continuing the former pernicious policies the Rabin Govern- 
ment is actually helping to strengthen the extreme Right 
Likud bloc. It should be noted that in the MAI leadership, 
too, there are people(the former Defence Minister Dayan 
and others), who stand very close to Likud and are inclined 
to form a united front with this bloc of rabid chauvinists 
and war-mongers. 


Not so long ago the CPI was the only organised politic- 
al party opposed to the aggressive, anti-popular and anti- 
national policies of the government- Lately, it has been 
joined by several organisations and groups (which, regrettab- 
ly, are not always consistent and active) in opposing the 
reactionaries and demanding a political settlement of the 
Middle East conflict and good-neighbourly, friendly relations 
with the Arab states. These include the Union of Left 
Independent Zionist-Socialists (Left Union) headed by 
G.Riftin, a former member of the Knesset, the Movement for 
Peace and Security which wants a political settlement of 
the Middle East conflict, the New Israeli Lefts, the Haolam 
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H«**h-Koah Hadash group, 19 and tha Independently Thinking 
Youth* 

Por several yearB, particularly after the 1973 war f 
the expansionist and chauvinist policies of Israel’s 
rulers and ideologists have been seriously criticised by 
a growing number of leading intellectuals and public 
leaders, students, senior pupils of secondary schools, and 
members of the kibbutsim (agricultural cooperative commun- 
ities). There is growing understanding in Israel that far 
from bringing security wax has fundamentally undermined it. 

Since the 1973 war criticism and disaffection have 
been observed in those sections of Israeli society which 
had previously given their wholehearted support to the 
chauvinistic Establishment. Discontent, sharp differences, 
quests for a way out of the impasse (and, as a consequence 
of this, an intensification of factional struggle and 
personal rivalries) are to be seen today in all the Zionist 
political parties and also at all levels of the state 
apparatus. The mounting struggle and squabbles in the 
Israeli elite and the "re-appraisal of values” that is 
sweeping the country are further evidence of the deep 
crisis of Zionism and all the policies of the Israeli rulers# 

Israeli newspapers are carrying more and more letters 
and statements by intellectuals and even bourgeois politio* 
al leaders, in which it is declared that the government is 
not using all the possibilities for a peaceful settlement 
and bears the responsibility for this to the people. An 

^9 rpk e Koafc Hadash (New Force) group formed around the 
bourgeois opposition journal Haolam Hazeh (This World), 
published by U.Avneri, a former member of the Knesset. 
The journal expresses the views of the proponents of 
Israeli nationalism, who, albeit inconsistently, oppose 
Zionism. On the eve of the 1973 elections the Avneri 
group formed a bloc with some members of the New Israeli 
Lefts but failed to win a single parliamentary mandate. 
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indication of the positive changes taking place in Israeli 
public opinion is the re-birtb of the Israel-DSSR Friend- 
ship Movement in early 1972. 

Social conflicts are growing sharper in Israel and 
the struggle of the working people against the government’s 
reactionary policies is acquiring acute forms. Although 
the authorities are using the emergency legislation on 
labour mobilisation and military tribunals against 
strikers, and the Histadrut usually supports the government 
and the entrepreneurs by refusing to sanction strikes, the 
scale of the strike movement has grown considerably. For 
example, while in I960 there were 100 strikes involving 
some 42,000 workers, in 1969 the number of strikes rose 
to 114 with 44,500 workers, and in 1970 up to 120,000 
workers participated in 163 strikes. In 1971, although 
169 strikes were registered, there was a certain drop in 
the number of •strikers (88,500) and of working days lost 
(178,612 as compared with 390,300 in 1970). The reason 
for this is that in order to circumvent laws the Israeli 
working people often have recourse to methods of struggle 
(refusal to work overtime, slow down and so on), which are 
not recorded in the statistics of strikes. 

In 1972 a law was passed proscribing strikes by 
employees of the public services for the period of the 
operation of collective agreements and during talks on the 
conclusion of a new collective agreement. 20 This law 
affects 20 per cent of the wage workers. However, neither 
this nor other laws, nor the brutal administrative and 
legal persecution of strikers, nor refined Zionist 
demagoguery have reduced the wave of strikes. 

Even according to official (usually understated) data, 
in 1972 there were 168 strikes and the number of lost 
working days grew by 32 per cent. Moreover, there were 
92 partial strikes — 61 per cent more than in 1971 (the 
number of working days lost as a result of partial strikes 
is not computed officially). 

25 " 

The Jerusalem Post . February 7t 1972. 


- 131 - 


Many thousands of blue-collar and white-collar worker* 
were on strike in Israel in 1973- 

The war in October 1973 and t&« new wave of chauvinist- 
ic, militarist passions dampened the strike movement towards 
the end of the year. However, as early as February 1974 the 
workers of the country’s largest industrial enterprises 
staged a four-hour strike in protest against the sharply 
deteriorating material condition of the working people. 

This was followed by strikes of the technical personnel of 
the El-Al Air Company, of telegraph employees and others. 

In a statement circulated as a leaflet in June 1971 
and calling upon all progressive forces to oppose jointly 
and with determination the government's brutal measures 
against strikers, the Communist faction in the Histadrut 
Executive noted: "The measures of the government which used 
emergency legislation^ against the doctors and state 
hospital staffs, the threats to invoke the same laws 
against employees of the electrical corporation, court 
rulings in labour conflicts against the workers, revealed 
the true anti- labour character of the government. For many 
years we had warned that the emergency legislation, used 
for discrimination against the Arab population, is directed 
against the Jewish workers as well, and must be repealed. 
Now our warnings have been confirmed by facts: it is being 
used for suppressing factory and office workers struggling 
for their just rights and demands." 22 The CPI categorical- 
ly demands the repeal of anti-labour and anti-trade union 
legislation. 

Although political slogans have been repeatedly put 
forward, the struggle of the Israeli working class for 
higher pay and the struggle of the people in the poverty- 
stricken areas is not political. But, as was noted by David 
Henin, member of the Political Bureau and Secretary of the 
CPI Central Committee, this struggle is nonetheless of 

2>1 This emergency legislation was promulgated as early as 
1945 by the British mandatory authorities. 

22 IBCPI, 1971, No. 6, p.37. 
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political significance, for it is directed against the 
government’s economic policy, which is baaed on military 
expenditures. This struggle is thus weakening the govern- 
ment's political base and creating the possibility for a 
general struggle against its policies. 

It was pointed out at the 17th CPI Congress that from 
time to time Histadrut leaders criticise and oppose some 
of the government's anti-labour actions. But in the long 
run they invariably support all of the government's actions, 
at best securing individual inconsequential amendments that 
in no way affect the reactionary essence of the government's 
policy towards the working class. The CPI emphasises that 
it is vital to fight for the Histadrut’ s conversion into a 
militant organisation that would in fact champion the in- 
terests of the workers and other working people. 

The Black Panther movement, which embraces a large 
segment of the Jewish youth from African and Asian coun- 
tries, is likewise a manifestation of the crisis shaking 
Israel today. The Black Panthers actively oppose discrimina- 
tion and demand an improvement of living condition, this 
providing further testimony of how far from reality are 
the Zionist fables about "social harmony" in Israel. Some 
of the Black Panthers are putting forward progressive 
political slogans. 

An indication of the growth and consolidation of the 
forces demanding a peaceful and democratic alternative for 
Israel is unquestionably the fact that some of their ac- 
tions over the past few years have been broad and militant. 
For instance, the first really massive demonstration 
following the war of June 19°7 was held in Jerusalem on 
April 4, 1970 and it was directed against the government 
and its policy of imperialism and expansion. The savage 
treatment received by the demonstrators from the police 
did not frighten progressive opinion in Israel. Massive 
May Day demonstrations and stormy manifestations were held 
against the adoption by the Knesset of the racist and 
chauvinistic law on "Who Is a Jew", against the creation of 
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Jewish military settlements In ocoupied territories and 
the eviction of Arabs, against the collective punishment 
meted out to the Arab population in the occupied regions, 
against the 28th World Zionist Congress in Jerusalem, 
against police repressions, and so on. There were turbulent 
massive demonstrations in Israel after the war of October 
1973* The demonstrators demanded the abandonment of the 
policy of war, the resignation of Golds Meir, Moshe Dayan 
and other bankrupt leaders and an end to the assault on 
the working people's standard of living. 

Disaffection with the government's aggressive, anti- 
popular policies is growing also among many rank-and-file 
members of the MAPAM Party. An instance of this is the 
participation of young people belonging to that party in 
demonstrations protesting against the government’s refusal 
to permit the Arab population of the villages of Biram and 
Ikrit 25 to return to their homes and against the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations with the now defunct Saigon 
regime of General Thieu. Since the close of 1973* even in 
the Right-Zionist Social-Democratic Party (MAI) , the back- 
bone of the government coalition, and in some other Zionist 
groups there have been signs of people drawing individual 
correct conclusions from recent developments and more 
soberly assessing the balance of strength in the world and, 
particularly, in the Middle East resulting from the con- 
sistent implementation of the Peace Programme adopted by 
the 24th Congress of the CPSU, from the successes of the 
Arab national liberation movement and the setbacks, 
failures and general weakening of imperialism and its 
allies. 

2 5 In 1948 the inhabitants of these Arab villages, which 
are located on the Israeli-Lebanese frontier, were 
evicted to other districts. Today they are demanding 
the return of their land and property. 


Israeli society, it was noted at the 17th Congress of 
the CPI, is in a state of tension and fermentation. In- 
ternal contradictions are growing sharper. The government 
is steadily losing its influence over various strata of the 
people. More than ever before the government relies on its 
apparatus of repression. In this situation there is the 
possibility, even before the creation of a democratic, 
anti- imperialist front, of strengthening and uniting the 
forces of peace and democracy in Israel, and forming a 
peace front that would make a large contribution to modify- 
ing official Israeli policy and achieving peace on the 
basis of respect for the rights of all peoples. 24 

The political situation in Israel today (this was 
obvious even before October 1973) thus scatters to the 
winds the demagogic theories of the Zionists about a 
"special character of Israeli society” and "stable class 
peace” in the "Promised Land”. The reality of the class 
struggle is coming through the befuddling smoke of Pharis- 
aical Zionist ideology and the barrack state regime. 

The present wave of strikes, the intensification of 
the struggle for peace and democracy, the strengthened 
positions and unquestionably enhanced influence of the 
progressive parties and organisations, the steady vitalisa- 
tion of their activity, the Black Panther movement, the 
struggle of the Arab population against national discrimina- 
tion, and the growing protests of sections of the intelli- 
gentsia and young people that are gradually evolving into 
serious criticism of government policies are undoubtedly 
evidence that in Israeli society the contradictions are 
much deeper and sharper than is manifested today. A growing 
number of people in Israel and abroad is asking whether 
the present actions of the Israeli working people and seg- 
ments of the intelligentsia are not the precursor and 
detonator of more serious social and political upheavals 
in the future. 


IBCPI, 1972, Special Number, p.137. 
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Unity of action by the different contingents of 
democratic, anti-imperialist forces in Israel has regrettab- 
ly not yet been achieved. Some of the Left opposition and 
progressive organisations and leaders are still influenced 
in varying degree, by anti-communism and anti-Sovietism, 
others have still not shed some of the harmful illusions 
and misconceived assessments of the government's policies 
and of Zionist ideology, still others are inadequately 
active or simply passive, and still others are inclined 
towards Leftist extremism. Some of the organisations and 
groups that criticise the government's policy, often quite 
sharply, do not have a clear-cut programme of action, are 
inconsistent and inclined towards vacillation and even 
contradictory actions. 

In its work the CPI takes all these factors into con- 
sideration. In the struggle for an anti-imperialist, 
democratic front, the Israeli Communists are guided by 
their principled policy, which they combine with tactical 
flexibility. This is expressed in the formation of common 
fronts on the basis of partial aims and demands, albeit 
limited but moving forward the struggle for the main ob- 
jective of the Israeli people, namely the replacement of 
the prevailing pro-imperialist and anti-popular policy by 
a policy of peace, independence, democracy and social 
progress. 

Without concealing and by no means belittling the 
differences that divide the Left opposition forces on many, 
some of them very important, ideological, political and 
tactical issues, the CPI holds that differences in opinions 
and ideas should not stand in the way of forming and sub- 
sequently consolidating a united front of all Israeli 
champions of peace and democracy in their common, noble 
struggle, in the way of joint actions in the interests of 
the people of Israel, and also in the way of forming a 
united working-class front in defence of the interests of 

the working people. 

« 

Communist . 1970, No. 11, p.94. 


- 136 - 


In 1970 the CPI celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of 
its work and struggle for the rights and interests of the 
working people. 6 Today, Meir Vilner, General Secretary of 
the CPI, said in his report on the 50th anniversary, the 
"CPI is united and strong as an Israeli Marxist-Leninist 
Jewish- Arab Party, a revolutionary, internationalist and 
patriotic party, an integral part of the international 
Communist movement ". ^ 

The 17th CPI Congress, held in Tel Aviv on June 22-24, 
1972, was a major event in the life of the Communists and 
all other progressive forces in Israel. "Being in the front 
ranks of the active fighters for the true interests of the 
country's working people, Jews and Arabs," stated the 
message of greetings of the CPSU Central Committee to the 
17th Congress of the CPI, "the Communist Party of Israel 
emphatically denounces the anti-popular policies of the 
ruling circles, demanding an end to Israel's political and 
economic dependence on foreign capital and pressing for 
the country's peaceful and democratic development and for 
friendship among nations. The Soviet Communists and all 
Soviet people regard with respect and sympathy the courage- 
ous struggle your Party and the democratic, peaceloving 
forces of Israel are waging for a political settlement of 
the Middle East crisis and the establishment of a just and 
lasting peace through the full implementation of the 
Security Council resolution of November 22, 1967* on the ) 
basis of respect for the legitimate rights of all the 
states and peoples of the Middle East, including %he 

po 

Palestine Arab people and the people of Israel." 

The 50th anniversary of the CPI was in March 1969. How- 
ever, since the 16th CPI Congress was held at the 
beginning of that year and then the CPI was engaged in 
the campaigns to elect delegates to the Histadrut Con- 
vention and members of the Knesset and municipal coun- 
cils in September and October, it was decided to mark 
the Party's anniversary in 1970. 

27 IBCPI . 1970, No.4, p.10. 

28 

Pravda . June 24, 1972. 
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After noting that the contours of the long-awaited 
peaoe in the troubled Middle East— the scene of one war 
after another — are appearing on the horizon t Comrade Toubi 
wrote: "Alive to the dangers and obstacles blocking the 
road to peace, Communists are unsweringly dedicated to the 
interests of the two peoples of this country — the Jews and 
the Arabs, We will spare no effort to make the prospects of 
peace prove stronger than all dangers, and so that we soon 
reach the fervently-desired day when we shall be able to 
cfpen a new page in the relations between the peoples of our 
region — a page of peace and not of war". 2 ^ 

Despite all the difficulties, the CPI's programme of 
struggle for a just peaoe, genuine national independence 
and real democracy, a programme for turning Israel into a 
truly sovereign, peaceloving and progressive state living 
in friendship with her neighbours and contributing to the 
general relaxation of international tension, is receiving 
the support of ever broader segments of the Israeli working 
people. A growing number of Israelis are beginning to under- 
stand that their country's true interests will be served 
not by the aggressive and chauvinistic-racist theories and 
policies of the Zionists but by the alternative of peaceful 
and democratic development proposed by the Left forces. 


2 %e_r Veg, June 19, 1974 (organ of the CC CPI in Yiddish), 
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